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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing, serving and believing are open to
all, regardless of background, experience or aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven
community, which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to serve all others.

WEEKLY ANOUNCEMENTS
March 6th — March 14th

—Third Sunday In Lent—
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THIS WEEKS TEXTS

Exodus 20:1-17
The commandments are given at Sinai

Psalm 19 _
The commandment of the LORD gives light to the P "ol g
eyes. (Ps. 19:8)

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Christ crucified, the wisdom of God
John 2:13-22

The cleansing of the temple

Clearing a Path to Worship

In the gospel for today, Jesus discovers that the temple has been turned from a place of worship
into a marketplace. The predominance of the selling of animals and the exchanging of money for
profit overshadow what is supposed to be the main activity in the temple, worshiping God. The
vendors and moneychangers seem to be more interested in serving their own interests and
greedily filling their purses with coins than in serving God and God’s people. Instead of helping
people worship God, they are getting in the way. The commercialization of worship means that
those who cannot afford the costs are unable to offer their worship to God, and money becomes
a god more valued than the God to whom the temple was dedicated.

Jesus finds this situation unacceptable. The first commandment clearly states, “You shall have
no other gods before me” (Exod. 20:3). Jesus will not allow anything, especially money, to be
given more devotion than God. In addition, Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth was to take away

the barriers between humans and God, so that all people might be reconciled to God through
him.

John's gospel is unique among the four gospels in that it places the story of Jesus clearing the
temple at the beginning, rather than the end, of Jesus’ ministry. This placement shows how
John's gospel emphasizes that Jesus has come to replace the temple. No longer will God'’s
presence be confined to a place, the temple, but instead, God’s presence is now embodied in the

person of Jesus. Jesus welcomes all to him, and erects no barriers or limits on who can be his
follower.



This Week At A Glance
SATURDAY 3/6

5:30pm Worship Service

SUNDAY 3/7

9:00am Worship Service

10:15am Faith Formation
10:15am First Communion Class
MONDAY 3/8

Clothes Closet (Open by appointment)
(Call Rita Anderson 641-592-5085)
3:15 Cadets

TUESDAY 3/9

10:00am Caregivers Support Group
2:30pm Pastor Text Study

3:15pm Juniors

WEDNESDAY 3/10

8:30am Staff Meeting

10:00am Adult Bible Study
1:15pm Confirmation

5:00pm Zoom Confirmation
7:00pm Midweek Lenten Service
THURSDAY 3/11

6:30pm Church Council Meeting
SATURDAY 3/13

5:30pm Worship Service

SUNDAY 3/14

9:00am Worship Service

10:15am Faith Formation
10:15am First Communion Class

NEXT WEEKS TEXTS

Numbers 21:4-9

The lifting up of the serpent

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

You deliver your people from their distress. @s. 107:19)
Ephesians 2:1-10

Saved by grace through faith for good works

John 3:14-21

The lifting up of the Son of Man

FEBRUARY 2021 MEMORIALS GIVEN

Russel Smidt—General $25

Elaine Bergan—General $25

Sharon Brackey—Cemetery $300

John Sabin—Building $280

Eleanor Rygh—Missions $447.50,
WELCA Missions $447.50

Salem has a wheel chair available for use. It is kept in
the narthex closet near the coat rack.

CELEBRATING GENEROSITY

During this time of social distancing, there are several
ways to continue your giving.

-- By mail.

-- By “Simply Giving”- Sign up for weekly or monthly
ACH withdrawals. Call the office to get a form.

-- By PayPal- Go to our website home page
(www.salemlakemills.com) and scroll to the bottom
left- there is a Donate button. Click on that and it will
take you to a PayPal or credit card donation page.

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 2/28/21 $ 3,437
YEAR-TO-DATE: as of 3/2/21 $ 35,998
LAST YEAR: as of 3/2/20 $ 43,660
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $-7,662

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES

The Board of Youth would like to remind
everyone that 5th and 6th grade students will
be having First Communion Classes starting
today; March 7th at 10:15am.

**Parents are encouraged to attend**

The Board of Life & Growth is looking for
volunteers to be Prayer Pen Pals with 1st Graders.

Please call Sue Langerud if you have questions or
would like to volunteer. 641.568.3620

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

The Stewardship Board would like to announce that
the Thrivent Choice Dollars program is in process.
There are forms available in the church office, the
Narthex, west entrances and the south entrance for
those that would like to participate. The deadline for
this is March 31st (if sent in the mail, March 17 is
the deadline to mail them). Please check the insert
for other options (besides mail) or call the Thrivent
office. 641.592.0064

SUMMER CAMPS

The Board of Youth would like to remind everyone
to sign up for summer camps. Early Bird deadlines
are quickly approaching. In the past, the Enduring
Gift Committee has helped to pay remaining
balances after parents make the down payment.
Please forward your receipt email from camp to the
Salem office after you have registered and paid the
deposit.




SINGERS AND READERS

The Board of Music & Worship is looking for
volunteers to sing and read during both worship
services. If you would like to volunteer, please
contact Heather Mannes at 641-909-4050

PLASTIC EASTER EGGS

The Board of Youth is collecting Plastic Easter
Eggs for their Easter activity. There is a box
outside the office, if anyone would like to leave a
donation.

DONATIONS--The Board of Life & Growth is
collecting Donations in the Narthex.
--PERSONAL CARE KITS are needed now more
than ever, to help protect vulnerable families from
COVID-19. Items needed are bath towels (dark
colors), 4 oz. bars of soap and toothbrushes.
--HAND TOWELS in good condition are needed
for Baby Care Kits.

--SHEETS in any condition are needed for backing
and lining of quilts.

COLLECTIONS--The Board of Life & Growth
collects used stamps, pop tabs, eye glasses and
receipts from David’s Marketplace. The WELCA
group receives 1 tenth of 1% of all receipts
collected. This can really add up and help. The
baskets for these items have been moved to the
Narthex. They ask that receipts do not get rolled up.

The Board of Life & Growth would like to
remind everyone, when looking at the
membership list in the Annual Report, if you
notice that any of your family members
information needs to be updated, please let the
office know. If your family member has moved
and joined another church, please remind them
to contact the office to transfer membership so
that we can have an accurate membership list.

Reserve your special date to sponsor an 8:30 a.m. radio
broadcast. The service is heard on KIOW (107.3 FM) radio
in Forest City and on cable channel 2. Cost for is $83.
CALL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE YOUR DATE. 641.592.1771.
2021 RADIO BROADCAST DATES AVAILABLE:
March 28, April 18, April 25,

May 2, May S, May 23, June 13
We also have a sponsorship program for the live internet
broadcast of the worship service.
Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday.
CALL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE YOUR DATE 641.592.1771

Wednesday Lenten Services
CREATED FOR COMMUNITY
Feb. 24th — March 24th at 7:00pm

The invitation to Lent spoken on Ash Wednesday
reminds us that we enter this season together “with the
whole church” It goes on to state that “we are created for
communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation.” Though many common Lenten
practices rightly invite us to individual acts of
“repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and
works of love,” Lent is also a time for deepening of
community.

In the early church, the weeks before Easter were a time
in which the whole community took responsibility for
the training of catechumens. Not only were the
catechumens enriched by this formation, but those
already within the community were strengthened in their
faith along with them.

Using readings from Mark’s gospel, this series invites
the assembly to reflect on what it means to be in
community with one another, with the world, with
creation, and with God.

NOISY OFFERING IN LENT

Our noisy offering in Lent is being collected to
retire a $1,700 debt held by our Living Waters
Conference following our mobile pack in Osage
Iowa in 2019. Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)
believes hope starts with food. As a Christian
nonprofit, FMSC is dedicated to seeing every child
whole in body and spirit. FMSC works with food
distribution partners that stay with communities for
the long haul, empowering them to move from
relief to development. Our Living Waters
Conference together with Feed My Starving
Children are committed to the goal that no child
goes to bed hungry.

2021 KILY Women's Conference
Fierce Faith Saturday - April 24
Worship Music, Mini Sessions, Lunch
Speaker and Author: Alli Worthington
Hosanna Lutheran Church, Mankato MN
Conference begins at 8:30am
Registration opens March 15, 2021
KinshipRadio.org or 1-800-810-5559
$37 per person



March 2021, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

March is National Professional Social Work Month

March is National Professional Social Work Month, a time to recognize social workers and thank them
for all they do. At Lutheran Services in lowa (LSI), we are grateful for the many social workers who
have dedicated their lives to serving our communities across the state!

Maybe you have never had a social worker involved in your life. Yet, whether you realize it or not, you
have had the benefit of their behind-the-scenes work in your community. Social workers help people
help themselves by overcoming life’s most difficult circumstances or managing challenges of everyday
living: poverty, abuse, mental illness, depression, addiction, disability, and many other situations.

lowa wouldn’t be the same without the patience, guidance, and empowerment that social workers
provide. Happy National Professional Social Work Month!

For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI's Director of Philanthropy and Church
Relations, at Deborah.Whitford @LSlowa.org or 563-676-2065.

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in lowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSl is an affiliated social ministry partner of the lowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSlowa.org and facebook.com/LSl.iowa.

A Path to Hope and Healing

Mike remembers feeling angry and depressed, and his family was at risk of falling apart. When he
decided to start Therapy Services with LS|, he questioned the decision. Therapy wasn't easy and when
he missed an appointment, he didn’t want to go back.

But through working with his LSI therapist, Sherry, for the past several months, he has found ways to
grow and heal. During each session, Sherry is there to listen without judgement, and she provides a

listening ear for anything Mike wants to talk about. At the end, Mike is always given a type of homework
or a lesson to think about until they meet again.

While they originally began meeting in person, Sherry has continued to be available through virtual
therapy throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. The virtual sessions ensure Sherry and Mike can continue
meeting regularly, on a flexible schedule and from the safety of their own homes.

“Thank God for working through LSI in-person and through telehealth, and especially for Sherry, who
helps people like myself who have been lost for years. If | hadn’t chosen LSI, | wouldn’t have met my
therapist who has truly helped me keep my family and stay alive,” Mike says. ‘I look back at the
progress | have made and see some light peeking through to the end.”



