Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Easter Sunday
Resurrection of Our Lord
March 31, 2024 — 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00am Worship Service

Preaching: Pastor Judith Wozniak

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Special Music: Brady Kurtz, Bruce Adams

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson
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Communion Servers: Doug & Shannon Bruhns, Marilyn & Jerry Hoffman, Katelyn Grothe,
Tori Holtan

Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg

Altar Guild for March: Margaret Okland, Janet Swenson

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given In Memory of Loved Ones and
In Honor of Our Children, Grand-Children and Great-Grandchildren.
Our Lord is Risen Indeed!!! From Delane and Darlene Behr
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INTRODUCTION
Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished
and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we
gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s
death and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and
depart to share this good news with all the world. Alleluia.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
PEALING OF THE BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

GATHERING HYMN “He’s Alive” YouTube video

All may be seated for the Thanksgiving for Baptism.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and
our joy. Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done
for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the
deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant
rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s
land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life.



Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates
of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen
Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

(***Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S TIME

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption,
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make
us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 25:6-9
®0n this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food,
a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear. "And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death
forever.

Then the Lord Gob will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.

°It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he
might save us. This is the LorD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and
rejoice in his salvation.



Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
PSALMODY “Above All” Bruce Adams, Brady Kurtz
SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43

*Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, **but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. *®You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *’That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
*how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. **We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “°but God raised him
on the third day and allowed him to appear, “‘not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. “’He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. “*All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia Refrain ELW #366
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.

The Alleluia Refrain will be sung before and after the reading of the gospel
After the final stanza
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GOSPEL Mark 16:1-8
"When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. And
very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the
tomb. “They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us
from the entrance to the tomb?” “When they looked up, they saw that the stone,
which was very large, had already been rolled back. °As they entered the tomb,
they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they
were alarmed. “But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look,
there is the place they laid him. 'But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” °So
they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Gospel of our Lord.

The gospel acclamation is sung again.
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! ELW #382

We stand for the hymn of the day.
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3 Chrst s ns-en! All  the sor-row that last eve-ning round him  lay
4 Christ 15 ns-en! Hence-forthnev -er  death or hell shall us en - thrall.
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Sing  his prais - es! Al - le - lu - ia! Christ is nis - en  from the dead!
through the o - pen gates of glad-ness he  re-mrns o life once more;
now has found a glo-rious mor-row in  the rs-ing of to - day.
We are Christ’s, in him for - ev - er we have tri-umphedo - wver all.
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Grate-ful - Iy owur hearts a - dore him as his light once more  ap - pears;
death and hell be - fore him bend-ing see him rise, the vic - tor now,
See  the grave its  first-fruits giv - ing, spring-ing up from ho - 1y  ground;
All the doubt-ing  and de - jec- on of  our rem-bling hearts have ceased;
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bow - g down in  joy be-fore him, s - ing up from griets and tears.
an - gels on  his steps at-tend-ing, glo - rv round his wound-ed brow.
Christ was dead, but now is liv-ing: he was lost, but he i found.
hail  the day of res-ur-rec-tion! Let wus rise and keep the feast
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Sing his prais-es! Al-le - lu-ia! Christ 1s rs-en from the dead!
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,



begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the

church, the world, and all those in need of good news.
A brief silence.

Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is
persecuted, protect it. Where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Where the
church is fractured, heal it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love in the world.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with
branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that together we may
proclaim Easter hope. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed communities
from occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your way of justice.
Empower peacemakers and all who work to end violence and strife. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. Roll
away the stones that keep people from living with dignity and wholeness. Breathe



new life and hope into people struggling to make it through each day. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for this community of faith (name/s may be spoken here)
and for your Spirit in our midst. Feed us at your Easter table and fill us with your
wisdom, that we may serve and care for others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death (especially
John Donne and all whose ministry in the arts inspired generations to faith).
Renew our trust in your promises, that we live with joyful courage and
compassion. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING “Shine On Us” Brady Kurtz

OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the
earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the
flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending
your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the
hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await
your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of
Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the



kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATIONTO COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,and the Spirit of Easter

hope ++ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Hallelujah Chorus” by Handel YouTube video

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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