
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

March 30 – April 5 

 

Less Grumbling, More Humbling 
Grumbling! The crowd around Jesus—the “in” crowd, that is—was grumbling. 
Grumbling because Jesus welcomed those who traditionally had been set apart: 
tax collectors and sinners. Who are those who cause us to grumble? Whose 
seemingly undeserved handout or unearned status change filled our hearts with 
resentment this week? Jesus speaks to us today because we too often see life as 
a game with winners and losers, points and playbooks, offense and defense. Can 
we open our hearts and minds to hear today’s humbling good news? God’s love 
is freely shared with all: we cannot earn it, we cannot deserve it. When we 
attend worship, we do so out of thanksgiving and praise for God’s glory, hunger 
and thirst for God’s word and sacrament. We do not attend worship to achieve 
some status within God’s kingdom. When we help a neighbor, share with a 
stranger, assist the afflicted, or acknowledge the overlooked we do so because 
Christ first did the same for us. We respond to God’s grace and mercy with our 
own feeble attempts to emulate God’s perfect love. It is challenging, exhausting, 
never-ending, perspective-altering, radically humbling work. It’s work that is 
impossible to do without the inspiration of Christ, the nourishment of wine and 
bread, and the strength of the saints who have gone before us and with whom 
we walk Christ’s path today. Let us find those in our world who teach us about 
Christ’s unending reconciliation, so that we can all celebrate and rejoice as the 
family of God. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Joshua 5:9-12 

Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Rose Ann Hill, Jerry & Marilyn Hoffman, 
Ashley, Emma & Thea Hoffman, Jason, Abby, Madison, Becca and Tori Holtan, 
Donald Holst 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
30-Katlyn Eidness 31-Heather Mannes        4-Doug Bruhns 5-Bart Winter 

 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 3/23/25:  $    1,865    Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 3/24/25:  $  37,832                             50 
LAST YEAR: as of 3/24/24: $  51,882 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $ -14,050  
 

Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make 
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4 
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail 
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex until the end of April. Thank you! 
 

Easter Candy: The Board of Youth is asking for donations of candy which will be 
used to fill the plastic eggs for the Faith Formation Easter Egg Hunt. Donations 
can be left in the tote by the lounge until March 30th.  Thank you! 
 

Tori Holtan Writes To Salem:  This summer, I am answering God’s call to serve 
by going on a mission trip, where I will use my hands to do His work and my 
heart to share His love. I am excited for the opportunity to make an impact, 
deepen my faith, and spread the message of Jesus to those in need. From July 
20th to 28th, I will be serving in Burnsville and Asheville, North Carolina. While 
there, our team will help communities with house repairs, debris cleanup, and 
building a garden shed in the aftermath of Hurricane Helena. I ask for your 
thoughts, prayers, and, if possible, monetary donations to support this mission.  
The Youth Board and I will also be hosting a bake sale on Palm Sunday to help 
fund this trip. Thank you for your support as I serve God and His people. 
(Donations can be left for Tori in the church office, if it’s closed slide under door) 



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Congregational Meeting: The Salem Church council met on Mar. 13th and it was 
decided at that meeting to have a congregational meeting on March 30. It will 
be held after church service in the Fellowship Hall. The purpose of the meeting 
will be to exchange ideas regarding how Salem moves forward while looking for 
a minister. No decisions will be made. The goal is to see how Salem members 
feel regarding different options. Everyone's ideas are welcome. 
 

Easter Resurrection Garden: Help us celebrate Easter Sunday by sponsoring 
potted flowers in memory or in honor of loved ones to brighten our sanctuary to 
proclaim he is risen! All tributes will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin.  
Following Easter Sunday service, all flowers may be taken home by those who 
sponsored them.  Even if you plan to bring your own flowers, please fill out a 
form so we can add your tribute to the list.  Order forms are in the Narthex.  All 
order forms must be returned by Sunday, March 30th.  Thank you! 
 

Living Water Cluster Spring Salad Luncheon will be on April 26 at Rock Creek 
Lutheran Church, 3269 Foothill Ave, Osage, IA. Coffee and goodies will begin at 
8:30am. They ask that each church give a 5 minute account of what your gals do, 
a show and tell. A brief business meeting will be held and then the special 
feature will be gals from the local Cluster churches sharing what their church 
gifts to others. It will be enlightening how we continue to serve others with the 
individual and great tasks accomplished yearly.  The Salad Lunch will start at 
11:30am. Call Bev Mathers (641-395-2924) for all reservations by Thur. April 24 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 2/28/25 is $62,554.32 
The total received as of 3/24/25 is $168,827. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… 
Monday: Closed, Tuesday: 10-5, Wednesday: 10-2, Thursday: 10-5, Friday: 10-2  
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open) 



Results from Lake Mills Community Blood Drive on March 20, 2025 
20 Registered Donors, 18 Eligible Donors, 22 Units Collected. Up to 66 lives 
saved or sustained with these donations!  Thank you to all that registered! 
 

Volunteers Needed: If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read or sing in the 
liturgical choir, please sign up in the Narthex. If you are willing to supervise and 
interact with the children of Salem, please consider helping with Faith 
Formation. No planning, experience or training needed. Just pick a date that 
works with your schedule and sign up on the bulletin board across from the 
chapel. Thank you to everyone that is volunteering at Salem. We appreciate you!  
 

Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be 
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few 
other kids’ items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make 
sure donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be 
left inside the south entrance anytime. 
 

The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2:00-5:00pm every Monday for anyone in 
need of additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the 
Lake Mills School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed 
at the south entrance.  Anyone in need of food when the food shelf is not open, 
please feel free to call and leave a message at 641-592-1771. 
 

Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the 
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need 
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person 
included in the prayer chain, please call the office. 
 

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and 
will take action on behalf of others. If you will pray for those in need, sign-up in 
the Narthex. If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call the office and 
the prayer request will get sent out.  If there is no answer, leave a message. All 
requests will be confidential among the prayer chain ministry. Thank you! 



Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 13, 2025 – 6:30 pm 

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Delane Behr, Sue Langerud, Mike Swenson, Marci Prescott, 

Mary Peterson, Laura Gardner, Marilyn Hoffman.  Guests: Sarah Helming and 

Molly Benson. 

LifeWise Academy: Sarah Helming and Molly Benson presented information on 

a new potential program geared towards third grade students at LMCS. LifeWise 

is a non-denominational Bible Instruction program that is being considered at 

Lake Mills School.  It is a voluntary program and would need parental permission 

to attend.  Sarah and Molly are requesting space at Salem to hold the one time 

per week class during the school year. This same curriculum is currently held at 

Hampton and Mason City Schools.  LifeWise carries insurance.  A decision will be 

made at the April council meeting. 

Secretary’s Report: February council minutes were available for review. There 

were no additions or corrections.  

Laura moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Sue. All approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. 

Total income for February 2025 $12,427.00 

Total Expenses for January 2025 $15,140.72 (Income less expense -2,713.72) 

Checking account balance (2/28/25) $140,261.34 

FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (2/28/25) $62,554.32 

CD’s at FTSB (2/28/25) Reserves $27,287.12 

CD at MBT (2/28/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60 

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report. 

2025 YTD total offerings (2/28/25) $23,516 

2024 YTD total offerings (2/28/25) $28,200 

Four anonymous donations of $50 each were received for a total of $200. 



Mike moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Marci. All 

approved.  

Board Reports 

Board of Worship and Music: Discussion was held on the plans for Easter and 

also the flower garden at the base of the cross. Anyone wanting to donate 

towards this flower garden should contact Marci by March 30. Plans are to hold 

outdoor worship services one time per month during June, July and August.     

Board of Life & Growth: Sue noted the Lenten Prayer calendars are in the 

Narthex. The board is looking into physical reminders that Jesus is always with us 

and also looking into Bible Studies. The School Drive for items needed at school 

was very successful. 

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: A written report was submitted by 

Dan Rice.  

• Thrivent Choice Dollars: Online designations can be made by Monday, 
March 31. 

• The next noisy offering will be used to support the clothes closet in 
purchasing undergarments and socks. No date has been set at this time. 

• The board plans to hold their 4th annual Salem BBQ luncheon on April 27 
to coincide with the Faith Formation’s Spring activity. Cost will be free and 
covered by members of the Stewardship Committee.  

Board of Property and Management: A new auto door lock system is getting 

installed with the alley door and south door also getting added to the system. 

The south door will have key card access, card will be provided to necessary 

people and available through Marci. Doors will be open 7:30 to 5:30. Bell Tower: 

They are still researching companies and ideas. 

Board of Youth: Marci provided a written and verbal report: Fifth grade students 

will have first communion classes on March 30, April 6 and 13. Palm Sunday 

(April 13) kids will sing, there will be a bake sale and the kids will have an Easter 

egg hunt.  The board will ask for donations of goodies for the bake sale, plastic 



eggs and candy for the Easter egg hunt. On April 17th the 5th grade students will 

have a dinner and then receive their first communion at the Maundy Thursday 

service. The last day of Faith Formation will be April 27th and there will be a 

service project that day. Affirmation Sunday is May 4th, Graduation Sunday is 

May 18th; the board will give confirmands and graduates gifts. 

Pastor Report: None 

Laura moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Mary. All approved. 

Old Business:  

A. Call Committee Report: No update 
B. Capital Project Update: No update   

New Business:   

A. Presentation about LifeWise Academy: Noted in first portion of the 
minutes. 

B. Clothes Closet: Those using the clothes closet appreciate the variety of 
clothes, etc. that is available to them. Extra items are donated to One 
Vision in Clear Lake. 

C. Congregational Meeting: The Council made the decision to hold an 
informal congregational meeting on Sunday, March 30th following the 
church service. All Salem members are encouraged to attend and bring 
ideas of how to move Salem forward 

D. New members – None 
E. Transfers/statistical adjustments – None All approved. 
F. Next Meeting: April 10, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. 

Mike moved the meeting to be adjourned, seconded by Marci. All approved. The 

meeting was adjourned. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Marilyn Hoffman 

 
 



ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  THE  SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 3/30 

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 

9:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room 

10:00am Congregational Meeting-Fellowship Hall 

MONDAY 3/31 

2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 

TUESDAY 4/1  

9:30am Miriam Circle-Marilyn Pederson’s Home 

5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting-Library 

WEDNESDAY 4/2 

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 

6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 

THURSDAY 4/3 

9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour 

SUNDAY 4/6 

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 

10:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room 

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 

 
Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!  
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways— 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower service fee) 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--June 29, July 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 
24, 31, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28. Cost $40 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

