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OVERVIEW
sl Welcome to the House of the Lord
rlf;,ﬂ! L Midweek Lenten Service The invitation to Lent spoken on Ash Wednesday reminds us that we enter this
;"g' B season together “with the whole church” It goes on to state that “we are created
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for communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with
creation.” Though many common Lenten practices rightly invite usto individual

CREAT ED FOR COM M U N | TY acts of “repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificia giving and works of love,” Lent

Is also atime for deepening of community.

In the early church, the weeks before Easter were a time in which the whole
community took responsibility for the training of catechumens. Not only were the
catechumens enriched by this formation, but those already within the community
were strengthened in their faith along with them.

Using readings from Mark’ s gospel, this series invites the assembly to reflect on
what it means to be in community with one another, with the world, with creation,
and with God.

A Midweek Lenten Series



We gather in the sanctuary in silence to center our hearts and minds.

OPENING

ELW p.320

We acknowledge God'’ s presence and pray for God’ s peace.
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Almighty God grant usa qui - et night and peace at the last
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It is good to give thanks tothe Lord, to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
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to herald your love in the morning,

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

your truth at the close of the day.

We confess our sins and recelve forgiveness.

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that | have sinned by my own fault in thought, word, and

deed.

| pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me al my sins, and bring me

to everlasting life,
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Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon, and for giveness of all

your sins. Amen.

| confessto God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you,
my brothersand sisters, that | have sinned by my own fault in thought,
word, and deed. | pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all

my sins, and bring meto everlastin

glife.

Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all your

sins. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Bless Now, O God, The Journey ELW #326
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t Bless now, O God, the jour - ney that all your peo-ple make,

2 Bless so- journ-ers and pil - grimswho share this wind-ing  way;

3 Di - vine e - ter-nal lov - er, you meet us on the road.
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the path through noise and si - lence,the way of give and take.
vour hope burns through the ter - rors, your love sus-tains the day.
We  wait for lands of prom - ise where milk and hon-ey flow,
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The trail is found in  des - et and  winds the moun-tain  round,
We yearn for ho - ly free - dom while of - ten we are bound;
but wait-ing not for plac - es, you meet  us all a - round.
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then leads be-side still  wa - ters, the road where faith is  found.
to - geth-er we are scek - ing the road where faith is  found.
Our  cov - e-nant is writ - ten on roads, as  faith is  found.



OPENING PRAYER

Timeless One, you renew your promises in every generation. Deepen our
awareness of the communion of saints who have gone before us, the saintsin our
own time, and the saints who will carry on your message of grace after us. In
Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

WEEK TWO I n community with all the saints

The Sunday readings for Lent 2, year B highlight God’ s promise to many
generations; the passage from Romans reminds us that our faith is intertwined
with those who have gone before us. The understanding of community expressed
In our creeds extends beyond the present time to include those whose faith has
influenced our own and those we influence after us. We hear this connection to
what has been established before us echoed in Mark 9:2-8, the account of the
transfiguration.

SCRIPTURE Mark 9:2-8

Jesusisin conversation with those who have gone before him

’Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and
his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach

them. “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with
Jesus. >Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." °He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. "Then a cloud overshadowed them, and
from the cloud there came avoice, "Thisis my Son, the Beloved listen to

him!" ®Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more,
but only Jesus.

We engage the scripture together in a prayerful way, reading the texts three
times.

Reading thefirst time: Listen for a word or short phrase that stands out to you.

Reading the second time: Listen for a way in which God is speaking to you
personally.

Reading the third time: Listen for a way in which God is speaking to the
community/communities of which you are a part.
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SUNG RESPONSE By All Your Saints ELW #421
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1 By all your saints still striv - g, for all your saints at rest,
Insert appointed stanza or this general stanza 2:
2 A - pos-tles, proph-eots, mar - tyrs, and all the no - ble throng
Last Give praise o God Al - might - y, and wor-ship God the Son,
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your ho - ly name, O Je - sus, for - ev - er - more be blessed!
who wear the spot-less rai - ment and raise the  ccase-less song—
and sing to God the Spir - it ¢ - ter - nal  Three in One,
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For you a - rose wvic - to - rious that they maght wear the crown
for these passed on be - fore us, Wwe sing our praise a - new
till all the ran-somed num - ber fall down be - fore the throne,
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and share the light of glo - ry re - flect-ed from your throne.
and, walk-ing in their foot - steps,would hive our lives for you.
and hon - or, pow’'r, and glo - ry as - cribe 1o God  a - lone,

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
PRAYERS
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Almighty God grant usa qui - et night and peace at the Iast
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We pray in thanksgiving for God’ s provision, protection and mercy, and for the
needs of our community and our world. Prayers may be spoken or offered in
silence. We will conclude this time of silent and spoke prayer with the sung
response.
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Be present, merctul God, and protect us through the hours of this night,
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so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may
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find our rest in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. A - men.
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THE LORD’SPRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth asin heaven. Give ustoday our daily bread. Forgive us
our sinsasweforgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver usfrom evil. For the kingdom, the power, and theglory are
yours, now and forever.

Amen.



BLESSING
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Tet us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
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bless, preserve, and keep us, this night and forev-er - more. A - men.
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