SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
March 29 — April 4

True Humility
The servanthood of a teacher in Isaiah, the outcast in the psalm, those who bow
down in Philippians: today’s readings teach humility. On this day we move from
Christ’s triumphant ride on a humble donkey to the humiliation of the cross. The
humility of the characters in the passion story is in question: Judas, Pilate, the
Twelve, chief priests and elders, Barabbas, the crowd, the soldiers, two bandits.
Among other things, their lack of humility is what brings about the passion of
Christ. There is only one truly humble person in this story: Jesus the Christ.
Matthew’s humble Jesus cries out from the cross to ask God why he has been
forsaken.
Only in the stories of the resurrection do other humble characters appear: the
centurion, the women, Joseph of Arimathea. A careful look at the complexity of
humility in the palm and passion stories could set up a reflective theme carried
through to Easter. Who in each story do we regard as humble? Why? How does
our humility compare? Are there characters who seem to gain or lose humility in
the course of the story from the triumphant entry to the resurrection? A deep and
meaningful understanding of humility is a worthy and lasting gift to take away
from the season of Lent and the celebration of Easter.
Joseph of Arimathea is a particularly good character on which to base an
understanding of humility. A close look at all references to him in the Gospels, and
a bit of creative narrative, create an image of a truly humble believer. He is
referenced in both canonical and apocryphal texts. His devotion represents deep
humility that leads to the very finest of good works as he cares for the body of
Jesus.



NEXT WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Isaiah 50:4-9a Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 31:9-16 Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 26:14—27:66 Matthew 28:1-10

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Gloria Kvale, Roy Kvale, Shirley Kvale, Bob & Linda
Lair, Shawn & Pam Lampman

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

30-Katlyn Eidness 30-Heather Mannes 4-Douglas Bruhns
-WEEKLY GIVING-
LAST WEEK: 3/22/26: S 2,404 Last Week’s Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 3/24/26: S 44,900 50

LAST YEAR: as of 3/24/25: S 37,832
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S 7,068

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 2/27/26 is $28,436.
The total received as of 3/24/26 is $173,737. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways...

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly or
weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by the
office. We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.
(Much lower service fee (paid by Salem) for the Simply Giving Program)

Holy Week Schedule: Maundy Thursday Service will be April 2 at 7:00pm.
Good Friday Service will be April 3 at 7:00pm. Easter Sunday will be April 5 at
9:00am, Pastor Steve Smith will preside over all 3 services.
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Church Council Minutes will be printed in next weeks announcements.

Bake Sale: The Board of Youth will hold its annual bake sale after worship on
Sunday, April 12", There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex if you would like to
donate goodies for the sale. Proceeds will fund Tori Holtan and Kaylie Sylvara on
a mission trip to Llano, TX this summer. They plan to help rebuild after the flooding
that occurred in July of last year.

Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex. Thank you!

Confirmation Sunday will be May 3rd this year.

Baccalaureate will be held at Salem this year, May 13 at 7:00pm.

Living Last Supper: Pilot Knob Lutheran Church has invited us to join them for a
dramatization of the Last Supper with Jesus and His apostles. Transport yourself
to the Upper Room to share in this historical event. March 29 starting at 4:00pm.
Stay afterwards for refreshments and fellowship. (2391 330" St. Forest City IA)

Blood Drive Results from March 19:

21 Eligible Donors, 27 Units Collected, Up to 81 lives saved or sustained!
Milestone Donors: 1 Gallon: Jon Skellenger, 3 Gallons: Kimberly Dakken,
6 Gallons: Todd Hughes, 10 Gallons: Michael Thompson

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com

Live Stream Sponsorship: May 17, June 28, July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27,
Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27. Cost is S40
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AFTER WORSHIP EVERYONE IS INVITED TO STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY 3/29

9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

10:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room

MONDAY 3/30
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN

WEDNESDAY 4/1
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room

THURSDAY 4/2

9:30am Grace Circle-Library

9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour

6:00pm Event for 5th grade families-Fellowship Hall

7:00pm Maundy Thursday Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)

FRIDAY 4/3
7:00pm Good Friday Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)

SUNDAY 4/5

9:00am Easter Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

NO CLASSES

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week...Monday-Friday: 11:00am-5:00pm
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open.)

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com
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