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Fertilized, Fruitful, and Free 
God’s word for us today is nutritious and wholesome, though hard to digest. The 
gospel reading seems oddly brutal alongside the abundance and comfort of the 
texts from Isaiah (“delight yourselves in rich food”) and Psalm 63 (“My spirit is 
content as with the richest of foods”). Even Paul finds himself using physical 
sustenance as a metaphor (“they drank from the spiritual rock, . . . and the rock 
was Christ”). Surrounded by this food imagery, we now find Jesus using some 
horrific events as illustrations. After the mingled blood and fallen towers, it may 
be hard to hear the fig-tree parable as the grace-full story it really is. But here is 
Christ himself as gardener: digging, fertilizing, protecting, and nurturing us. We 
are fragile creatures, living in a world of tragedy and terror, but God does not 
punish fragility with death. On the contrary, God sent Jesus to us so that we may 
live. 
Living in that nurtured garden of Christ, tended to and cared for as we grow in 
that love, how can we keep from blossoming? Live, yes, and live fruitfully, our 
gospel proclaims! Grow, yes, and grow gloriously! Now the good news of Christ’s 
redeeming mercy becomes clear: we are each treated with boundless mercy, not 
impartial justice. While the world may want to blame the withering tree for its 
inability to be productive, our Savior and Lord reaches into our lives, reminds us 
of our roots, nourishes us with grace, and allows us to bloom, to flourish, to 
freely share our gifts with the world. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Joshua 5:9-12 

Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-3-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-3-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-3-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-3-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-3-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-3-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-3-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-3-30/0


Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Keith & Joanne Hellend, George & Kathy 
Henderson, Michael & Donna Hengesteg, Richard, Tanya and Jadyn Hengesteg, 
Judy Hermanson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
23-Anthonly Ramaker 25-Finn Ritter        28-Abby Beaty 28-Gracie Roder 

 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 3/16/25:  $   4,042    Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 3/18/25:  $ 35,967                              80 
LAST YEAR: as of 3/18/24: $ 44,837 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $  -8,870  
 

Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make 
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4 
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail 
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex until the end of April. Thank you! 
 

Easter Candy: The Board of Youth is asking for donations of candy which will be 
used to fill the plastic eggs for the Faith Formation Easter Egg Hunt. Donations 
can be left in the tote by the lounge until March 30th.  Thank you! 
 

Tori Holtan Writes To Salem:  This summer, I am answering God’s call to serve 
by going on a mission trip, where I will use my hands to do His work and my 
heart to share His love. I am excited for the opportunity to make an impact, 
deepen my faith, and spread the message of Jesus to those in need. From July 
20th to 28th, I will be serving in Burnsville and Asheville, North Carolina. While 
there, our team will help communities with house repairs, debris cleanup, and 
building a garden shed in the aftermath of Hurricane Helena. I ask for your 
thoughts, prayers, and, if possible, monetary donations to support this mission.  
The Youth Board and I will also be hosting a bake sale on Palm Sunday to help 
fund this trip. Thank you for your support as I serve God and His people. 
(Donations can be left for Tori in the church office, if it’s closed slide under door) 



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Congregational Meeting: The Salem Church council met on Mar. 13th and it was 
decided at that meeting to have a congregational meeting on March 30. It will 
be held after church service in the Fellowship Hall. The purpose of the meeting 
will be to exchange ideas regarding how Salem moves forward while looking for 
a minister. No decisions will be made. The goal is to see how Salem members 
feel regarding different options. Everyone's ideas are welcome. 
 

Easter Resurrection Garden: Help us celebrate Easter Sunday by sponsoring 
potted flowers in memory or in honor of loved ones to brighten our sanctuary to 
proclaim he is risen! All tributes will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin.  
Following Easter Sunday service, all flowers may be taken home by those who 
sponsored them.  Even if you plan to bring your own flowers, please fill out a 
form so we can add your tribute to the list.  Order forms are in the Narthex.  All 
order forms must be returned by Sunday, March 30th.  Thank you! 
 

Living Water Cluster Spring Salad Luncheon will be on April 26 at Rock Creek 
Lutheran Church, 3269 Foothill Ave, Osage, IA. Coffee and goodies will begin at 
8:30am. They ask that each church give a 5 minute account of what your gals do, 
a show and tell. A brief business meeting will be held and then the special 
feature will be gals from the local Cluster churches sharing what their church 
gifts to others. It will be enlightening how we continue to serve others with the 
individual and great tasks accomplished yearly.  The Salad Lunch will start at 
11:30am. Call Bev Mathers (641-395-2924) for all reservations by Thur. April 24 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 2/2/25 is $62,554.32 
The total received as of 3/18/25 is $168,802. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… 
Mon & Tues: 10am-2pm, Wed: Closed, Thurs: 10am-5pm, Fri: 10am-2pm.  
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open) 



ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  THE  SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 3/23 

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 

MONDAY 3/24 

1:00pm-4:00pm-Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 

2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 

WEDNESDAY 3/26 

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 

SUNDAY 3/30 

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 

9:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room 

10:00am Congregational Meeting-Fellowship Hall 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!  
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways— 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower service fee) 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars: To those Salem members with Thrivent financial 
products, the deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars is approaching 
at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of dollars, at no cost 
to you, to help with projects at Salem and we ask that you please continue to 
support this valuable program.  Thank you! How to direct Thrivent Choice 
Dollars® By phone: Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say 
“Thrivent Choice.” Step 2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.” Step 3— Say 
or enter your Social Security number.  Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars   
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--June 29, July 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 
24, 31, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28. Cost $40 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

