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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fifth Sunday In Lent
March 20, 2021 – 5:30pm
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Reader: Dan Rice
Liturgical Choir: open
Sound: Shannon Bruhns
Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns
Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:
Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Reader: Carolyn Flo
Liturgical Choir: Nancy Guttormson, Larry Rice,
Dennis Thompson, Darlene Anderson
Sound: Chike Ikefuama
Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Video: Chike Ikefuama
Acolytes: open
Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:
Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Frank Banwart from his wife
Darlene and family. Frank’s birthday is March 16th.

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535

joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532

shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will
allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who
draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us
to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together
in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with
all the world.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the
one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as
healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love

of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
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LENTEN CANTICLE Listen! You Nations LBW #14



5

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM Psalm 51:1-12

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector.

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great
compassion blot out my offenses.

2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me

from my sin.

3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;

so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know

wisdom deep within.

7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be
purer than snow.

8
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken

may rejoice.

9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
10

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12

Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your

bountiful Spirit.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 5:5-10

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by
the one who said to him,

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”

7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned
obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Return to the Lord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 12:20-33

The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir,
we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am,
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from
this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will
glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has
come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the
ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was
to die.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY As the Sun with Longer Journey ELW #329

We stand for the hymn of the day.
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PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers.

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.
A brief silence.

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your
church a community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people
courage to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities. Bless
ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your
presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that
prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and
wildfires. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world
to shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them
creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know
your presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing
of mind or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in
discipleship. Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and
learning ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have
given us words to worship you.With all those who have died in Christ, bring us
into life everlasting. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING El Shadai Carolyn Flo
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OFFERING SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #186

OFFERING PRAYER
Faithful God,
you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to
life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your salvation
for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this
feast: wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of
Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
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INVITATIONTO COMMUNION

Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.

DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the
sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness
to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DISTRIBUTING THE SACRAMENT TO OTHERS

PRAYER AT SENDING OF HOLY COMMUNION

O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger,
bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters
and brothers who are sheltering at home due to the pandemic, are sick or
homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community,
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Now the Green Blade Rises ELW #379

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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