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SERVE £ SHARE

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing, serving and believing are open to
all, regardless of background, experience or aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven
community, which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to serve all others.

WEEKLY ANOUNCEMENTS
March 13th — March 21st

—Fourth Sunday In Lent—

THIS WEEKS TEXTS

Numbers 21:4-9

The lifting up of the serpent

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

You deliver your people from their

distress. (Ps. 107:19)

Ephesians 2:1-10

Saved by grace through faith for good works
John 3:14-21

The lifting up of the Son of Man

The Cosmic Love of God

The prologue of John’s gospel begins with the story of creation, connecting the Word
that became flesh in Jesus with the bringing forth of life and all things. Then, as the
gospel continues, the testimony of John the Baptist is shared, which continues to point
the reader to Jesus’ significance for the whole world, not only one group or people. John,
upon seeing Jesus approach him in the wilderness, declares “Here is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). The Gospel of John highlights the
cosmic reach of Jesus and the purpose for which Jesus was sent. God loves the whole
world, not just part of it. And God loves us, all of us. God’s purpose in sending Jesus is
“that the world might be saved through him” (John 3:17).

Our world and our lives include darkness and sin, evil and brokenness. But God’s love
for us and for the world is complete, passionate, and sacrificial. God is not willing to
settle for part of the world, or for some of us. Instead of condemning all that is not
pleasing, God gave God's own son, lifted up on the cross, so that all might have the
possibility of eternal life. The light of God’s love shining down from the cross
demonstrates the totality of God’s love and proclaims God’s desire to transform the dark
places in this world into places of light, healing, and salvation.



This Week At A Glance
SATURDAY 3/13

5:30pm Worship Service-Sanctuary
SUNDAY 3/14

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary
10:15am Faith Formation-Fellowship Hall
10:15am First Communion Class-Choir Room
MONDAY 3/15

Clothes Closet (Open by appointment)

(Call Rita Anderson 641-592-5085)

6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall
TUESDAY 3/16

2:30pm Pastor Text Study

3:15pm Daisys-Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY 3/17

8:30am Staff Meeting-Library

10:00am Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall
1:15pm Confirmation-Fellowship Hall
5:00pm Zoom Confirmation

7:00pm Midweek Lenten Service-Sanctuary
THURSDAY 3/18

3:15pm Life & Growth Board Meeting-Fellowship Hall
3:15pm Brownies-Preschool Room
SATURDAY 3/20

5:30pm Worship Service-Sanctuary

SUNDAY 3/21
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary

NEXT WEEKS TEXTS

Jeremiah 31:31-34

A new covenant written on the heart
Psalm 51:1-12

Create in me a clean heart, O God. (ps.51:10)
Psalm 119:9-16 (alternate)

I treasure your promise in my heart. (s. 119:11)
Hebrews 5:5-10

Through suffering Christ becomes the source of
salvation
John 12:20-33

The grain of wheat dying in the earth

EASTER CANDY

The Board of Youth would like to thank everyone
who donated plastic eggs for their Easter activity!
Since there was such a great response with plastic
eggs, they would now like to collect Easter Candy
to fill the eggs. There is a box outside the office, if
anyone would like to leave a donation. The Board
of Youth greatly appreciates all of the donations
they have received and the continued support!

CELEBRATING GENEROSITY

During this time of social distancing, there are several
ways to continue your giving.

-- By mail.

-- By “Simply Giving”- Sign up for weekly or monthly
ACH withdrawals. Call the office to get a form.

-- By PayPal- Go to our website home page
(www.salemlakemills.com) and scroll to the bottom
left- there is a Donate button. Click on that and it will
take you to a PayPal or credit card donation page.

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 3/7/21 $4,777
YEAR-TO-DATE: as of 3/10/21 $ 40,775
LAST YEAR: as of 3/10/20 $ 50,437
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $-9,662

NOISY OFFERING FOR
TOTAL AS OF 3/10/21 $150.33

FEBRUARY 2021 MEMORIALS GIVEN

Russel Smidt—General $25

Elaine Bergan—General $25

Sharon Brackey—Cemetery $300

John Sabin—Building $280

Eleanor Rygh—Missions $447.50,
WELCA Missions $447.50

There will be No Faith Formation and No First
Communion Classes on Sunday March 21 due
to Spring Break.

EASTER RESURRECTION GARDEN

Remember to submit your forms for the Easter
Sunday Resurrection Garden as soon as possible.
Orders are due in the church office by March 16th.

BLOOD DRIVE—March 29, Noon-5pm
Lake Mills Community High School Blood Drive

Sponsored by Salem Lutheran Church

For an appointment:

Call 800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)

Or visit redcrossblood.org

By donating at this blood drive, you are helping one
or more graduating seniors earn a scholarship!

You can save up to 15 minutes when you donate
blood by using RapidPass!

Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass for more
information.



THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

The Stewardship Board would like to announce
that the Thrivent Choice Dollars program is in
process. There are forms available in the
church office, the Narthex, west entrances and
the south entrance for those that would like to
participate. The deadline for this is March 31st
(if sent in the mail, March 17 is the deadline to
mail them). Other options are Online:
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice

If you haven't registered on Thrivent.com, you
will have to register and create a user ID,
password and security questions. Or you can
call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice”,
or call Pete at the local Thrivent office
641.592.0064

The Board of Life & Growth is looking for
volunteers to be Prayer Pen Pals with 1st Graders.
Please call Sue Langerud if you have questions or
would like to volunteer. 641.568.3620

2021 KILY Women's Conference

Fierce Faith Saturday - April 24

Music, Ministry, Mini Sessions & Lunch
Speaker: Alli Worthington (Author of Fierce
Faith; A woman'’s Guide to Fighting Fear, a
podcaster and blogger)

Also, The Looney Lutherans (A trio of wacky
gals who use music, comedy and their
audience to share their wisdom for living a
lively life. $37 per person

Conference time 8:00am-3:45pm

(doors open at 7:00am)

Registration opens March 15, 2021 at 8:00am.
KinshipRadio.org or 1-800-810-5559
Hosanna Lutheran Church, Mankato MN

FAITH FORMATION MUSIC
There will be Faith Formation Music during the
Palm Sunday Worship Service--March 28, 2021

COLLECTIONS--The Board of Life & Growth
collects used stamps, pop tabs, eye glasses and
receipts from David’s Marketplace. The WELCA
group receives 1 tenth of 1% of all receipts
collected. This can really add up and help. The
baskets for these items have been moved to the
Narthex. They ask that receipts do not get rolled up.

DONATIONS--The Board of Life & Growth is
collecting Donations in the Narthex.
--PERSONAL CARE KITS are needed now more
than ever, to help protect vulnerable families from
COVID-19. Items needed are bath towels (dark
colors), 4 oz. bars of soap and toothbrushes.
--HAND TOWELS in good condition are needed
for Baby Care Kits.

--SHEETS in any condition are needed for backing
and lining of quilts.

DAYCAMP AT SALEM
Save the date—Salem will be hosting Ingham-
Okoboji Day camp the week of August 2, 2021

SUMMER CAMPS

The Board of Youth would like to remind everyone
to sign up for summer camps. Early Bird deadlines
are quickly approaching. In the past, the Enduring
Gift Committee has helped to pay remaining
balances after parents make the down payment.
Please forward your receipt email from camp to the
Salem office after you have registered and paid the
deposit.

THANK YOU

The Board of Life & Growth would like to
thank everyone who has contributed
supplies for making quilts and everyone
who has helped in putting quilts together.
They would also like to thank everyone
who has donated items for the Personal
Care Kits, Baby Care Kits as well as the
stamps, pop tabs, eye glasses and receipts
from David’s Marketplace.

Reserve your special date to sponsor an 8:30 a.m. radio
broadcast. The service is heard on KIOW (107.3 FM) radio
in Forest City and on cable channel 2. Cost for is $83.
2021 RADIO BROADCAST DATES AVAILABLE:
March 28, April 18, April 25,

May 2, May 9, May 23, June 13
We also have a sponsorship program for the live internet
broadcast of the worship service.
Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday.
CALL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE YOUR DATE 641.592.1771

Salem has a wheel chair available for use. It is kept in
the narthex closet near the coat rack.



NOISY OFFERING IN LENT

Our noisy offering in Lent is being collected to
retire a $1,700 debt held by our Living Waters
Conference following our mobile pack in Osage
Iowa in 2019. Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)
believes hope starts with food. As a Christian
nonprofit, FMSC is dedicated to seeing every child
whole in body and spirit. FMSC works with food
distribution partners that stay with communities for
the long haul, empowering them to move from
relief to development. Our Living Waters
Conference together with Feed My Starving
Children are committed to the goal that no child
goes to bed hungry.

Wednesday Lenten Services
CREATED FOR COMMUNITY
Feb. 24th — March 24th at 7:00pm

The invitation to Lent spoken on Ash Wednesday
reminds us that we enter this season together “with the
whole church” It goes on to state that “we are created for
communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation.” Though many common Lenten
practices rightly invite us to individual acts of
“repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and
works of love,” Lent is also a time for deepening of
community.

In the early church, the weeks before Easter were a time
in which the whole community took responsibility for
the training of catechumens. Not only were the
catechumens enriched by this formation, but those
already within the community were strengthened in their
faith along with them.

Using readings from Mark’s gospel, this series invites
the assembly to reflect on what it means to be in
community with one another, with the world, with
creation, and with God.

The Power of Humility

I've heard it said that the top three virtues
needed to live the Christian life are humility,
humility and humility.

I hope that made you smile—everyone can use
more humility, the foundation of all virtues. Our
society tends to exalt excessive selfishness
and personal power, as well as pleasure,
wealth, fame and fortune. No one is immune
from such attractions. Yet humility’s power

detaches us from what fails to satisfy.

While humility sheds light on our vanities and
mistakes—things God might be calling us to
reform or repent of during Lent—it also
empowers us for a life well-lived. For humility
empties us of the lesser things, making more
room so God may fill us with the good, the true
and the beautiful. Only by ridding the
excesses—our sins, our vices—can we be
empowered to do the things that bring God’s

love and redemption to our fallen world.
- Pat Gohn

Isaiah 1:10, 16-20 * Psalm 50:8-9, 16-17, 21,
23 Matthew 23:1-12

Source: https://www.livingfaith.com



Easter Resurrection Garden Form

Easter Lilies $17 # ordered
Tulips $13 # ordered
Hyacinths $13 # ordered
Daffodils $13 # ordered
Hydrangeas $24 # ordered
Azaleas S27 # ordered
Total $ Total # ordered

If you are bringing your own flowers check this box |:|and let us know below what you are
bringing and fill out the form below.

Circle below - In Memory OR In Honor

Flower In memory / honor of
Flower In memory / honor of
Flower In memory / honor of
Flower In memory / honor of
Flower In memory / honor of
From

Please include your phone number in case we have any questions.

Checks may be made out to Salem Lutheran Church, accompanied by an order form and placed
in the offering plate or brought to the office.

All tributes will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin. Following Easter Sunday service, all
flowers may be taken home by those who sponsored them.

Potted flowers wrapped in foil will be provided and delivered by
Three Oaks Greenhouse Floral and Gifts.
Orders must be placed by March 16, 2021 to ensure delivery.



thrivent

Thrivent Choice®™— Generosity
Strengthens Communities

Thanks to Thrivent and its clients, Salem Lutheran Church
has received $7,713 Choice Dollars® grant funds since 2019

Grant funds distributed nationally

The Thrivent Choice program has helped support churches
and other nonprofit organizations since 2010:

1
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More than $458 million More than More than 41,500
in Choice Dollars grant 585,800 clients organizations received
funds distributed participated outreach funding

Help strengthen communities and change lives
Eligible Thrivent clients can recommend where Thrivent distributes
some of its charitable outreach funds by directing Choice Dollars.

You can have an even bigger impact

Clients and others can also make personal donations. Thrivent, in
partnership with InFaith Community Foundation, provides an online
platform for donations to enrolled organizations. Thrivent will cover
all the processing fees, so 100% of your donation goes to help.

To learn more, visit thrivent.com/thrivent choice or contact:
Peter Zwart

641-592-0064

*Thrivent will pay the online processing fees for personal donations made through InFaith
Community Foundation up to $100,000 per calendar year.

The Thrivent Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent members and Thrivent
Member Networks in providing grants that support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent's
mission and its purposes under state law. All grant decisions, including grant recipients and
amounts, are made at the sole discretion of Thrivent. Directing Choice Dollars® is subject to
the program’s Terms and Conditions available at thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

thrivent.com e 800-847-4836 27076B R8-20



