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INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA S020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
Liturgies blog. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
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aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
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INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.
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PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
AONE &
T ONLYQ_ DO,
THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
perish e

eema[{{/f =
John 3:16 |



9

HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
0 &
A . I | . . I x . .
S | I | | | | I | = I | I |
P — —
I Peo - ple who walk in dark -ncss have sought a light in the
2 How can wc¢ tell a hecav - en from hell if ¢v - 'ty - onc
3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb is the
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lost, we¢  were drawn to the light of God.
pels, and we’re drawn to the light of God.
gun when we’re  drawn to the light of God.
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sight 1o be drawn to the light of God.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
iN At
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MAde you to ve.

@VictoriaOsteen
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
7 ! - P —— » |'~: ! I
In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA S020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
Liturgies blog. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we  wait  in dark - ness. Long -ing for
2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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truth, we  lurn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ler, man - y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man -y are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo - ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for  oth- ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing  oth - ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i

e
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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mer - ci - ful, slow to an ger, and a - bound-ing in

stcad - fast  love, and a - bound - ing in stcad - fast love.

GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
AONE &
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THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
7 ! - P —— » |'~: ! I
In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent
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CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
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OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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has pow’r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for  oth- ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing  oth - ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i

e



7

SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
AONE &
T ONLYQ_ DO,
THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
perish e
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John 3:16 |
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
iN At
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MAde you to ve.

@VictoriaOsteen
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA S020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
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CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
Liturgies blog. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/

16



Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we  wait  in dark - ness. Long -ing for
2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.
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PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
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world e He gave
AONE &
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believes « Him
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING

12

OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,

n ] [l
A ' —— — K ! i
Qs ¢ < 51 ] d o J e
] 4 ¢ - - .
free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
7 ! - P —— » |'~: ! I
In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we  wait  in dark - ness. Long -ing for
2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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has pow’r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for  oth- ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing  oth - ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i

e
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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stcad - fast  love, and a - bound - ing in stcad - fast love.

GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
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THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
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John 3:16 |
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.
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Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson
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Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
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Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
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INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we  wait  in dark - ness. Long -ing for
2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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truth, we  lurn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ler, man - y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man -y are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo - ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i

e
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
AONE &
T ONLYQ_ DO,
THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
perish e
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John 3:16 |
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING

12

OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
iN At
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MAde you to ve.

@VictoriaOsteen
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA S020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
Liturgies blog. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.
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PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
0 ; . ] p——

:@' ‘I i | =i a‘ —— I= I

[ _— —

M~

Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he 1is gra - cious and

0 \ A [F—
B A — | | | | — J K | |
b1 = = ; - i ‘1 — p~ |
- il | . I
% E * ‘
mer - ci - ful, slow to an ger, and a - bound-ing in

stcad - fast  love, and a - bound - ing in stcad - fast love.

GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
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world e He gave
AONE &
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THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA S020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
Liturgies blog. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.
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PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i

e
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
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believes « Him

SHALL BUT
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.

0 .
#m ” i  — ' h f I — P—P—
] ] = I
LAV T P I b I [ I
) —— F —
Cre-ate In me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right
N .
— ] | | S — f 4
s S S
g | e
spir-it with-in mec. Cast mec not a-way from your pres-ence, and take

L.€§>~<3
all
e
T
N
T

|
|

not your Ho - ly Spir-it [rom me. Re-store to me the joy of

%ﬁ—-'—Pi_P_F—P—Fuglif%li
§ e e s e s

a—
your sal - va - tion, and up-hold mc

with your frec Spir - it

OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
Liturgies blog. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we  wait  in dark - ness. Long -ing for
2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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has pow’r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for  oth- ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing  oth - ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i

e
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
AONE &
T ONLYQ_ DO,
THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
perish e
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John 3:16 |
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
0 &
A . I | . . I x . .
S | I | | | | I | = I | I |
P — —
I Peo - ple who walk in dark -ncss have sought a light in the
2 How can wc¢ tell a hecav - en from hell if ¢v - 'ty - onc
3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb is the
N 4 .
b A - — ! ] T . T
=92 72— o g
5 —H— — =
heart of the dark - est night. Just when we thought all would be
dwells in the dark of night? Mom-ing dis - pels, gent - ly com -
one who is shin - ing bright, bids us to come! Life has be -
Os
B J— I J . K I ‘ I I
| f I [- [ [ i - =+
:@—‘—i.) I . :
lost, we¢  were drawn to the light of God.
pels, and we’re drawn to the light of God.
gun when we’re  drawn to the light of God.
Refrain
_9_# )y ) I )y ' |
6 J _J T — R [ —
% P - st D & - &
Dawn is in sight! Gone is the mght, drawn to  the
) u . .
) i — = ] ‘ . I 1 1 I
@: !' Ir' = J _J_ .I &= - o
light and the morn - ing. Glo-rious and  bright, oh, what a
n “ ]
A ] | == f I I f I I I
F 4N ] | | | I I I ’J- "I- ’{\- -
@—a—‘t.) P " —— — X
sight 1o be drawn to the light of God.

10

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING

12

OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
iN At
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@VictoriaOsteen
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA S020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
Liturgies blog. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/

16



Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
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0 4 . .
¥ T I I ] f - T‘ : I I ] I
‘il ; ; # i | 1 1 | d -
J - i 'l I l’l{- T = I I I
truth, we  lurn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ler, man - y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man -y are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
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world e He gave
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THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we  wait  in dark - ness. Long -ing for
2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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truth, we  lurn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ler, man - y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man -y are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo - ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for  oth- ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing  oth - ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i

e
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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stcad - fast  love, and a - bound - ing in stcad - fast love.

GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
AONE &
T ONLYQ_ DO,
THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
perish e

eema[{{/f =
John 3:16 |
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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pels, and we’re drawn to the light of God.
gun when we’re  drawn to the light of God.
Refrain
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sight 1o be drawn to the light of God.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING

12

OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
iN At
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we  wait  in dark - ness. Long -ing for
2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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truth, we  lurn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ler, man - y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man -y are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo - ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for  oth- ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing  oth - ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
AONE &
T ONLYQ_ DO,
THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
perish e
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John 3:16 |
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
iN At
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MAde you to ve.

@VictoriaOsteen
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Lent

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA S020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

CALL TO WORSHIP — written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his wonderful Lectionary
Liturgies blog. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

OFFERING PRAY ER — written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious

Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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_9_# i T I T " T ! T I
PR | J s e L. e e
q | 7 - . .
your ho - ly peo - ple, light for the world to see.
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to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

6

PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

N

i

e
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON

For
God::
THE
world e He gave
AONE &
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THAT w/ioete’t

believes « Him

SHALL BUT
perish e

eema[{{/f =
John 3:16 |
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 13, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Liturgical Choir: open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Drake Abbey

Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Nancy
Guttormson, Becky Helgeson

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for March: Linda Helgeson &
Pat Thorson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Bob Thompson from Betty
Thompson and family. Bob’s birthday is March 10th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who ook on the bronze serpent will live. In today’ s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to himin faith will
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can ook
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light!
Pierceour darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!
Bring usyour light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord.
Help usbeready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope.
Lord, our livesare ablaze with your love and healing power.
Praise betoyou, O Christ! AMEN.
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GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we  wait  in dark - ness. Long -ing for
2 TLong-ing for peace, our world is trou - bled. Long -ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man - y arc  hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man - y arc  homec-less. Long -ing for
5 Man - ¥y the gifts, man -y the pco - ple, man - y the
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truth, we  lurn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ler, man - y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man -y are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo - ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for  oth- ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing  oth - ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up thisfallen
world and rescued us from the hopel essness of death. Lead usinto your light, that
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor [the I sraglites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to diein the wilderness? For thereis no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many |sraglites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on apole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So M oses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.
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PSALM Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Spoken responsively beginning with the lector

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe.

3Gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

"Some wer e fools and took rebellious paths; through their sinsthey were
afflicted.

¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their troublethey cried to the Lorb and you delivered them from
their distress.

%y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
?!|_et them give thanksto you, L oRD, for your steadfast love and your
wonder ful worksfor all people.

??|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.
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SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10
1Y ou were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of thisworld, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us *even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us aive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—°®and raised us up with him and seated us with himin the
heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and thisis not your own doing; it isthe
gift of God—°"not the result of works, so that no one may boast. *°For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ReturntothelLord, Your God ELW p.142

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1% For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believesin him may not perish but may have eternd life.

7| ndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believein him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned aready, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And thisis the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil.
®For al who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ZBut those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been donein God.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW #593
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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gun when we’re  drawn to the light of God.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS

We will be seated for the prayers

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Y ou sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partnersin ministry, One-in-Christ,
the Lake Mills Ministerial Association, our ELCA global partner churches, and

Y oung Adultsin Global Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that
feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou sustained your peoplein the wilderness. Give courageto all who lead in
times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of
famine and drought especially, Good Gifts Simple Well Project and Feed My
Hungry Children. Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.
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By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry,
especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us
patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y our Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for al who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayersto you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERING SONG Createin Mea Clean Heart ELW #186

We stand, offer sung praises and pray, as we present a portion of God’s gracious gifts first
given to us.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rgoicing in the abundance of your giftsto us.

We give these offeringsin faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offeringsin hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your lovein thisworld.

And with these offerings, we give ourselves,
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen
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THE LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

Y ou are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

Amen.

Stand strong
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@VictoriaOsteen

14

SENDING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun -tain;
2 Necar the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found mc;
3 Near the cross' O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4  Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.

Refrain
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanksbeto God.
POSTLUDE
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