SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
March1-7

Questions Come to Light

What is it about the night that invites questions? As our head rests on the pillow
and shadows stretch out on the bedroom wall, questions, like field mice, begin
to emerge from the nooks and crannies of our mind. At first, the questions are
utilitarian: Did someone let the dog out this evening? Are the kids’ lunches
packed for school? When am | going to get to the grocery store this week? And
then, without warning, the questions morph: Is Grandma going to recover from
this illness? Why are my prayers so short these days? Does Jesus really care
about us—about me? At this point we know that night has truly descended.
Truth uttered in darkness. Naked honesty feels much safer, much less exposed
when light’s reach seems a day way.

Maybe that is why we can relate to Nicodemus. For when did Nicodemus come
to Jesus? By night! Though we can easily skip over the setting’s description in
this gospel encounter, it is so very important. With shadows dancing in the
torchlight, Nicodemus makes his way to Jesus, beset by questions he can ask
only under cover of darkness. Though the darkness is Nicodemus’ security
blanket, he cannot help himself. Like a moth fluttering in the night sky,
Nicodemus is irresistibly drawn to the light. Not just any light: Jesus, the light of
the world, the light no darkness can overcome. As people filled with our own
questions, we follow in the furtive footsteps of Nicodemus, falsely believing our
naked honesty will remain hidden in the gloom of night. But the Spirit, through
the light of Christ, calls us out from the shadows, and in fact, exposes us to the
brilliance of God’s love—a love that meets our questioning hearts with nothing
less than life eternal.



NEXT WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Genesis 12:1-4a Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 121 Psalm 95
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 Romans 5:1-11
John 3:1-17 John 4:5-42

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Matt, Lisa, Kyla and Aidan Johanson, Kali Johnson
and Paisley Nickson-Wilkinson, Keith Johnson, Lois Johnson, Rick & Christine
Johnson

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
1-Emeryn Wempen 4-Larry Rice 7-Bonnie Steffens

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST WEEK: 2/22/26: No update this Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 2/22/26: week due to the 51
LAST YEAR: as of 2/22/25: financial secretary Ash Wednesday Attendance
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: being unavailable 54

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 1/30/26 is $28,406 The
total received as of 2/9/26 is $173,187. All contributions towards this project are
greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” when
submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Easter Flowers: If you would like to order Easter Flowers, please fill out an order
form, found in the Narthex, and place it in the offering plate or return it to the
office by Sunday, March 1st. Following Easter Sunday Service all flowers may be
taken by those who sponsored them. Flowers available to order are: Easter Lilies
(522) Tulips (517) Hyacinths ($17) Daffodils (517) Hydrangeas ($36).

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: March 22, May 17, June 28, July 12,
26, Aug9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.
Cost is $40. Call 592-1771 to reserve your dates.
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Memorials Given in February:
Gloria Langerud--$10—Steeple Fund, Mary Redenius--5S20—Steeple Fund

Christian Movie: The movie “I Can Only Imagine 2” will be showing at “The
Mills” movie theater in Lake Mills until March 5th.

Thrivent Choice Dollars: The deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars
is approaching at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of
dollars, at no cost to you, to help with projects at Salem and we ask that you
please continue to support this valuable program. How to direct Thrivent Choice
Dollars® By phone: Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say
“Thrivent Choice.” Step 2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.” Step 3— Say
or enter your Social Security number. Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars.
Step 5— Talk to a representative to direct Choice Dollars.

Summer Camp: Does your child want to attend summer bible camp? Check out
your favorite summer camp website now, most of them have an early bird
discount. Parents—after the down payment is complete, email your confirm-
ation letter with balance due to Marci at salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com
and Salem will cover the rest of the registration fee (no extras).

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways...

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by
the office. We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program)
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Thank you to all who contributed to the teachers’ needs appeal. The teachers’
requests were well met. Many elementary teachers and students will be happy.

Easter Candy: The Board of Youth is asking for donations of candy which will be
used to fill the plastic eggs for the Faith Formation Easter Egg Hunt. Donations
can be left in the tote by the lounge until March 30th. Thank you!

Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex. Thank you!

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, March 19; In the Fellowship Hall 1:00-6:00pm.
Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999
7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org

Did you know that 1 in 7 people entering a hospital will need a blood
transfusion? Most people wake up on the day of their transfusion not knowing
or realizing that they will need blood that day - and that it will come from a
volunteer blood donor. The impact one donation can make is incredible, isn't it?
Are you prepared to make a life-saving impact in your community?

Volunteers Needed: The Youth Board is making weekly plans for music, games,
crafts & activities, BUT.....we NEED your help to make Faith Formation a success.
Please consider donating your time to supervise and interact with the children of
Salem. No planning, experience or training needed. Just pick a date that works
with your schedule and sign up on the bulletin board across from the chapel.
Thank you to everyone that is helping to create memories for these children.

Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few
other kids’ items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make
sure donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be
left inside the south entrance anytime.




The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2:00-5:00pm every Monday for anyone in
need of additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the
Lake Mills School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed
at the south entrance. Anyone in need of food when the food shelf is not open,
please feel free to call and leave a message at 641-592-1771.

Worship Volunteers Needed: If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read or sing in
the liturgical choir, please sign up in the Narthex. If you would like to learn how
to help with sound, monitors or live stream, call the office.

Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person
included in the prayer chain, please call the office.

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and
will take action on behalf of others. If you or someone you know is in need of
prayer, call the office and the prayer request will get sent out. If there is no
answer, leave a message. All requests will be confidential.
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March Madness
Treehouse
Flower

Grass

Fun

Reading Month
Basketball
Soccer

Plant

Tree

Outdoor Activity
Warm Weather
Book Fair
Spring

Sport
Sun

Bug

Bee






AFTER WORSHIP EVERYONE IS INVITED TO STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY 3/1

9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt)
10:00am Fellowship

10:00am Faith Formation

MONDAY 3/2
2:00pm Sons of Norway-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN

TUESDAY 3/3
9:30am Miriam Circle-Library
5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting-Library

WEDNESDAY 3/4
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room

THURSDAY 3/5
9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour
9:30am Grace Circle-Library

SUNDAY 3/8 (Spring Ahead 1 hour)

9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

10:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week...Mon & Tues: 11-5, Wed: Closed,
Thurs & Fri: 11-5 (Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead)

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com
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