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We invite you to join us for our weekly Worship Services:

Sunday:

8:30 a.m. dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůWorship Service

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship- Fellowship Hall 

9:45 a.m. &ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ– Chapel

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service

Saturday:

5:30 p.m. Casual Worship

MISSION

^ĂůĞŵ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŬŶŽǁ Ŷ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽǁ �ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĂƟŽŶ�

ĨƌŽŵ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ �Śŝŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ŐŝŌƐ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƌŐŝǀ ĞŶĞƐƐ͕ �ŚŽƉĞ͕�ƉĞĂĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘�

Our desire is to be a welcoming place in service to the Lord who has welcomed us. We

seek to grow in our faith through meaningful worship and study. We seek to share the

ŐŝŌƐ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕ �ďŽƚŚ�ĂƐ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�ƌĞĂĐŚ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ůŽǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ �ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�

ŽƵƌ�ǁ ŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵů�

ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀ Ğ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ĂŐĞƐ͘ �t Ğ�ƐĞĞŬ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐĞƌǀ ĂŶƚƐ͕ �

following the example of our Lord Jesus, who said that the greatest life is not the one

lived simply for itself, but for the benefit of others. 

Pastor Joel Guttormson
641.596.0535 ~ joelguttormson@gmail.com

Pastor Melinda McCluskey
563.581.9965 ~ melindamcmc@gmail.com

Helen Rice, Church Secretary
641.592.1771 ~ salem@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist
641.592.0184

Ashley Hoffman, Communications Director
641.590.3087 ~ SalemLMinfo@gmail.com
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A Message from Pastor Joel Guttormson...

Recently Salem Lutheran Church addressed a request from a same-sex couple

ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ͘ �t Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͕ �

ǁ ŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĂůůŽǁ �̂ ĂůĞŵ͛ Ɛ�ƉĂƐƚŽƌ;ƐͿ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚŝƐĐƌĞƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�

approving and presiding over all pastoral acts taking place in the sanctuary.

Extending this pastoral care our LGBTQ brothers and sisters, their families and

ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐ͕ �ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞ�ŝŶ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ŵĂŝŶůŝŶĞ�ĚĞŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ�

ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƐĐŚŝƐŵƐ͘ �/ƚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�

and community as well.

^ŝŶĐĞ�ĨŽƵƌ�ůĞƩ ĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĚŝƚŽƌ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�' ƌĂƉŚŝĐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ���

ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ǁ ĞĞŬƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�̂ ĂůĞŵ͛ Ɛ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƐĐĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ďĞĐŽŵͲ

ŝŶŐ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�Ăĸ ƌŵŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ͕ �/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁ ĞŝŐŚ�ŝŶ�ĂƐ�

well. These thoughts are my own, based on over twenty years of conversa-

ƟŽŶƐ͕ �ďŝďůĞ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵͲ

ŝŶŐ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ͘ �/�Ăŵ�Ăǁ ĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ͕ �ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŵĞŵͲ

ďĞƌƐ͕ �ƉĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕ �ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĚĞĞƉůǇ�ŚĞůĚ�ĐŽŶǀ ŝĐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ěŝī Ğƌ͘�/�

ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŵŝŶĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ�ĂƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚŽŽĚ�ďǇ�dŚŽŵĂƐ��ƋƵŝŶĂƐ�

holding to, “the theological virtue by which we love God above all things for

His own sake, and our neighbor as ourselves for the love of God” (Catechism

of the Catholic Church).

&Žƌ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ƐƉůŝƚ�ĐĂŵĞ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϵ͕ �ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�

ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�, ƵŵĂŶ�̂ ĞǆƵĂůŝƚǇ͗�' ŝŌ�ĂŶĚ�dƌƵƐƚ�ďǇ�Ă�ǀ ŽƚĞ�ŽĨ�ϲϳ ϲ -338.

dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐĐŚŝƐŵ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�D ĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚƐ�ŶŽǁ ͕ �ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�hD ��' ĞŶĞƌĂů�

Conference held in St. Louis in February 2019. By a 438-384 vote the confer-

ĞŶĐĞ�ƵƉŚĞůĚ�͞ dŚĞ�dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�WůĂŶ͟ �ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƉĂƐƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�͞ K ŶĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�

WůĂŶ͕ ͟ �ĂůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƵŶŝƚǇ�ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h ͘ ^͘ �

and abroad. In 1985 the United Church of Christ (UCC) began a process of

ǁ ĞůĐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŐĞŶĚĞƌ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�ŽĨ��Ɖƌŝů�ŽĨ�

2017, twenty-ƐĞǀ ĞŶ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�h���ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�KƉĞŶ�ĂŶĚ��ĸ ƌŵŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�

well as twenty of the UCC 38 regional conferences, most new church starts,

all seven seminaries affiliated with the UCC and several UCC-related campus 

ministries.

͞ /Ŷ�ϭϵϳ ϲ ͕ �ƚŚĞ�' ĞŶĞƌĂů��ŽŶǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƉŝƐĐŽƉĂů��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�

“homosexual persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim
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with all other persons upon the love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and

care of the Church”; In 2003, the first openly gay bishop was consecrated; in 

ϮϬϬϵ͕ �' ĞŶĞƌĂů��ŽŶǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ƌĞƐŽůǀ ĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ�ĐĂůů�ŝƐ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƚŽ�Ăůů͖�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϮ͕ �Ă�

provisional rite of blessing for same-ŐĞŶĚĞƌ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĞĚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�

ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚƌĂŶƐŐĞŶĚĞƌ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�Žĸ Ͳ

cially prohibited; and in 2015, the canons of the church were changed to

make the rite of marriage available to all people, regardless of gen-

der” (www.episcopalchurch.org/lgbtq-ĐŚƵƌĐŚͿ�/ŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�

ǁ ŚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĚŝƐĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ĂŶƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚŽůĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚͲ

ing are seeking to join the Anglican union.

dŚĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĨƵůů�ŝŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�>' �dY �ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŚĂƐ�ĐĂƵƐĞĚ�ƚĞŶƐŝŽŶƐ�

ĂŵŽŶŐ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůƐ͕ �ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ �ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘ �/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƚƌƵůǇ�Ă�ŐůŽďĂů�

challenge as sexual harassment and assaults have been all consuming in our

ŶĞǁ Ɛ�ŽĨ�ůĂƚĞ͘�ZĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ��ĂƉƟƐƚ��ŽŶǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ŚĂĚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚĞƌŵƐ�

ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ŵŝƐĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚǁ Ž�ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ǁ ŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ĂƐƐĂƵůƟŶŐ�

ƐĞǀ ĞŶ�ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚ�ǀ ŝĐƟŵƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ƚǁ ĞŶƚǇ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ �/Ŷ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ƚŚĞ�s ĂƟĐĂŶ�ŚĞůĚ�

a four-day summit revealing the widespread denial and complacency of the

global problem of abuse, reported and ignored for the past two decades.

dŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ƌĞǀ ĞůĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ĂďƵƐĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶͲ

dustry and sports world, in schools, among coaches, in the military and gov-

ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂƐƐĂƵůƟŶŐ�ƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ǁ Ăƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ǀ ŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�

ŚƵŵŝůŝĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞƚŚŶŝĐ�ŐĞŶŽĐŝĚĞ�ŝƐ�ǁ ŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚ͖ �ƚŚĞ�ƐĞǆ�ƐůĂǀ Ğ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�

ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ǀ ƵůŶĞƌĂďůĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ŶŽƌŵĂƟǀ Ğ͘

/�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ǁ Ğ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƉĞƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŚŽƌƌŽƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�

acts of sexual assault while we scape goat those in the LGBTQ community

ǁ ŚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŽŌĞŶ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ŝĐƟŵƐ�ŽĨ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǀ ŝŽůĞŶĐĞ͘�D ĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

LGBTQ community can be demonized for the decay of sexual morality in our

world, they can be excluded, bullied, assaulted, prosecuted, persecuted and

Ğǀ ĞŶ�ŵƵƌĚĞƌĞĚ͘ �, Žǁ �ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƵŶĐŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ĂĐƚƐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ��ĞůŽǀ ĞĚ�ďĞ�

ĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ͍ �t ŚǇ�ĐĂŶ͛ ƚ�ƚǁ Ž�ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů͕�ůŽǀ ŝŶŐ͕�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�

>' �dY �ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ůŽǀ ŝŶŐ͕�ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů͕�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�

ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ďĞ�ĨƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƵďůŝĐůǇ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů�ƚŽ�

ĞĂĐŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ͕�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�' ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐŬŶŽǁ ůĞĚŐĞ�

God’s blessing for them.

As a pastor, I have stood before a couple at the altar, held in my hands an
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ŝŶĨĂŶƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ďĂƉƟǌĞĚ͕ �Žī ĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ďůŽŽĚ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ŝŶ�ďƌĞĂĚ�

and wine, stood over a casket, asking God to bless them all; and wondered if

there might be some sin, some barrier that excludes them. This was the Apos-

ƚůĞ�WĂƵů͛Ɛ�ƋƵĂŶĚĂƌǇ�ĂƐ�ŚĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽƐƉĞů�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŐĞŶƟůĞƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƌŐŝŶĂůŝǌĞĚ�

ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ĚĂǇ͘�/�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ŝƚ ͛ Ɛ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŝƐ�ƚĞƐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞͲ

ůŝĞǀ Ğ�ƚŚĂƚ͕ �͞ ŝŶĚĞĞĚ�ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ƵƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38). It’s been said that upon

ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĂƚŚ�ŽĨ�D ĂƌƟŶ�>ƵƚŚĞƌ�Ă�ƐĐƌĂƉ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ƉŽĐŬĞƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�

recently scribbled words, “we are beggars this is true.”

t ŚĞŶ�D ĂƌƟŶ�>ƵƚŚĞƌ�ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ďĞůŽǀ ĞĚ�<ĂƟĞ�s ŽŶ��ŽƌĂ͕ �ŝƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ�

that defied Catholic teaching and the cultural laws and norms of his day, pun-

ŝƐŚĂďůĞ�ŵǇ�ĞǆĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆĐůƵƐŝŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂĐƌĂŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�

burial. Katherine Luther was the first women to be considered an equal part-

ner in marriage to include the right to own, manage, sell and inherit property.

dŚĞ�ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�D ĂƌƟŶ�ĂŶĚ�<ĂƟĞ�ŐĂǀ Ğ�ƵƐ�Ă�ŶĞǁ �ǀ ŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ŵĂƌͲ

riage of two people who loved God, each other, and their neighbors as well;

as it was said their house, a former monastery , had an open-door policy and

ǁ ĂƐ�Ăƚ�ƟŵĞƐ�Ă�ďĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ͕ �ĂŶ�ŽƌƉŚĂŶĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�

plagues. No longer was a woman considered the exchange of property from

ĨĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŐƌŽŽŵ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĞƋƵĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�<ĂƟĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ǁ ŽŵĞŶ�ƚŽ�

ŝŶŚĞƌŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵůů�ĞƐƚĂƚĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĂƚŚ�ŽĨ�D ĂƌƟŶ͘ ��Ƶƚ�ŽůĚ�ŝĚĞĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶƐ�

ĚŝĞ�ŚĂƌĚ͘ �/�ƐƟůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚ�ďƌŝĚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĂůůǇ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌƐ͕ �

that they are not to be given away, they are not property. Two faithful people

enter the covenant of marriage to publicly affirm their love which will be a 

witness to the love of Christ to the church; to all, regardless of sexual orienta-

ƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ͘

I have been asked by many, “but what does the bible have to say about the

ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐĂŵĞ�ŐĞŶĚĞƌ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ͍ ͟ �dŚĞ�ďŝďůĞ�ŚĂƐ�ůŽƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ�

about a whole host of issues. People hate it when I say that. They will argue

that the bible speaks with clarity one simple thing and if I agree and tell them

what I think that simple answer is, they will tell me that clearly, I am mistak-

en. We can thank Luther too for this ambiguity. Luther was the one who con-

vinced much of the western world that the Pope was not the final authority. 

Grace, faith, word and reason alone was sufficient. Luther translated the bible 

ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟǀ Ğ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�' ĞƌŵĂŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽůĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂĚ�ŝƚ�ĚĂŝůǇ�ĂŶĚ�
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wrestle with its messages of law and grace and live by its teachings. That

ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚĂǇ͘

What I say is this, laws change the gospel does not. When the church split

Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŝƐƐƵĞ�ŽĨ�ƐůĂǀ ĞƌǇ͕�ďŽƚŚ�ƐŝĚĞƐ�ũƵƐƟĮ ĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�

understanding of scripture. The same was true when women received the

ƐĂŵĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ŽŶ�Ăůů�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵĂƩ ĞƌƐ�ĂƐ�ŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶŽǁ �

ďĞ�ŽƌĚĂŝŶĞĚ͘ �ZĞĐĞŶƚ�ƐĐŚŽůĂƌƐŚŝƉ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĚ�>ƵƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ĂŶƟ-^ĞŵŝƟĐ�ǁ ƌŝƟŶŐƐ�

ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�:Ğǁ Ɛ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŶĂďĂƉƟƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐƐ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğůů͘��ŝǀ ŝů�ůĂǁ Ɛ�ĂŶĚ�

church doctrine, once upheld by a certain reading of Scripture, have changed.

That God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast

love, has not. That we are saved by grace through faith was the final resolu-

ƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ��ƉŽƐƚůĞ�WĂƵů�ĂŶĚ�D ĂƌƟŶ�>ƵƚŚĞƌ͘�' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ�ŐƌĂĐĞ�

is enough.

But what does the bible have to say about the issue of homosexuality? There

are seven biblical texts that may speak to the issue, and I would say not in a

ĚĞĮ ŶŝƟǀ Ğ�ǁ ĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ĞǆĐůƵĚĞ�Ă�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�>' �dY �ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�

making a faithful and public request to have their love for each other honored

and blessed in the same way afforded to others. One scriptural reference is 

from the story of the Men of Sodom (Genesis 19:1-16) It is from this story

ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŚŝďŝƟŽŶ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƐŽĚŽŵǇ͘�dŚĞ�ƐƚŽƌǇ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐ�ĂŶ�ĂŶŐƌǇ�ŵŽď�

who come to Lot’s house to sexually assault two of his guests. Lot offers in-

stead his two virginal daughters in place of the guests for the men in his com-

munity to do with them as they please. This is not a story about a love two

people may or many not be capable of sharing, but a supposed group of pow-

erful heterosexual men driven to despicable acts of sexual violence. Much like

what we have been hearing about in the news of late. A similar story is told

about the men of Gibeah in Judges 19.

��ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ďŝďůŝĐĂů�ƚĞǆƚ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĐŝƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĂƌŐƵŝŶŐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ŵƵƚƵĂů͕�ůŽǀ ŝŶŐ͕�

ƐĂŵĞ�ƐĞǆ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ�ŝƐ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶ�ϭ��ŽƌŝŶƚŚŝĂŶƐ�ϲ ͗ ϵ�ĂŶĚ�ϭ�dŝŵŽƚŚǇ�ϭ͗ ϭϬ͘�ZĞͲ

ĐĞŶƚ�ƐĐŚŽůĂƌƐŚŝƉ�ŚĂƐ�ůĞĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĂƌŐƵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉƌŽŚŝďŝƟŽŶƐ�ƐƉŽŬĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�

same types of abhorrent behavior we have heard about the numbers of –

mostly males – ǁ ŚŽ�ƉƵďůŝĐůǇ�ĂĚǀ ŽĐĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�– one man and one

ǁ ŽŵĂŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŵŽŶŽŐĂŵŽƵƐ�ůŝĨĞ�ůŽŶŐ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�– but privately, secretly, divi-

sively, sexually abuse others. In the Greco-Roman culture it was a known

ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕ �Žǁ ŶĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƐůĂǀ ĞƐ͕ �ƉŚŝůŽƐŽƉŚĞƌƐ͕ �ĐŽƌƌƵƉƚ�ŵĞŶ�ŽĨ�
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privilege, would abuse young boys. The English word used to describe these

ĂĐƚƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽďĂƟŽŶ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�͞ŵĂůĞ�ƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƚĞƐ͟ �ĂŶĚ�͞ ƐŽĚŽŵŝƚĞƐ͘ ͟ �dŚĞ�' ƌĞĞŬ�

ǁ ŽƌĚ�ŝƐ�D ĂůĂŬŽŝ͕�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ůŝƚĞƌĂůůǇ�ƚƌĂŶƐůĂƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�͞ ƐŽŌ�ŽŶĞƐ͟ �Žƌ�

͞ Ğī ĞŵŝŶĂƚĞ�ŽŶĞƐ͟ �dŚŝƐ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�Ă�ŵƵƚƵĂů͕�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĂďůĞ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�

but again, an act of sexual violence against those who are in a subservient role

ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ͘ �hŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͕�Žƌ�ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ�ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ�ĚŽ�

ŶŽƚ�Žī Ğƌ�ƵƐ�Ă�ƋƵŝĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ĚĞďĂƚĞ�Žǀ Ğƌ͕�ŚŽŵŽƐĞǆƵͲ

ality (Dr. James L. Bailey, Wartburg Seminary HOMOSEXUALITY: “THE SEVEN”

BIBLICAL TEXTS– 1998).

Shalom,

WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů�' ƵƩ ŽƌŵƐŽŶ

Palm Sunday Worship

Sunday, April 14th

ϴ͗ ϯϬĂŵ�dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�t ŽƌƐŚŝƉ�̂ Ğƌǀ ŝĐĞ

ϵ͗ ϯϬĂŵ�&ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ– Chapel; Creature Praise Choir; Coffee Fellowship 

10:30am Contemporary Communion Service

4 year olds– 2nd grade sings

Bake Sale in the narthex this morning
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Maundy Thursday and 5th Grade First

Communion Service

Thursday, April 18th

6:15pm 5th Grade meal

7:15pm Maundy Thursday and 5th Grade First Communion Service

Prayer Vigil begins in the Chapel following the Maundy Thursday Service

and ends prior to the Good Friday Service

Easter Sunday Worship

Sunday, April 21st

ϴ͗ ϯϬĂŵ�dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů��ĂƐƚĞƌ�̂ Ğƌǀ ŝĐĞ

9:00-11:00am Easter Breakfast

9:30am Easter Egg Hunt

10:30am Contemporary Easter Worship

Good Friday Worship

Friday, April 19th

ϳ ͗ ϭϱƉŵ�̂ ƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŽƐƐ�̂ Ğƌǀ ŝĐĞ
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Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes

Monday March 11, 2019 – 5:30 pm

WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ��ƌĂĚ��ǀ ĞŶƐŽŶ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�Ăƚ�ϱ͗ ϯϬƉŵ͘ �D ĞŵďĞƌƐ��

present: Delane Behr, Shannon Bruhns, Brad Evenson, Sondra Nelson, Willie

^ŬĞůůĞŶŐĞƌ͕�̂ ƚĞƉŚĂŶŝĞ�̂ ƚĞī ĞŶƐ͕ �D ŝŬĞ�̂ ǁ ĞŶƐŽŶ͕ �WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů�' ƵƩ ŽƌŵƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�

Cindy Haugsdal. Absent: Pastor Melinda McCluskey, Ashley Hoffman 

�Ğǀ ŽƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�WƌĂǇĞƌƐ͗ �t ŝůůŝĞ�̂ ŬĞůůĞŶŐĞƌ�ůĞĚ�ĚĞǀ ŽƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů�ůĞĚ�ƵƐ�

in prayer.

Secretary’s Report: ��ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�D ŝŬĞ͕�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ��ĞůĂŶĞ�ƚŽ�ĂĐͲ

ĐĞƉƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞǀ ŝŽƵƐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ͘ ��ůů�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ ĞĚ͘

�ŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ͗ �Cindy read a thank you note from Life-

Serve Blood Center for Salem providing a constant source for blood dona-

ƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƚŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨƌŽŵ��>���ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�̂ ĂůĞŵ�;ŶŽŝƐǇ���Žī ĞƌŝŶŐͿ�

ĨŽƌ�' ŽŽĚ�' ŝŌƐ�;ΨϮϬϳ ϭ͘ ϬϬͿ͘ �ZĞĐĞŝƉƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�Őŝǀ ĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ͘��ŝŶĚǇ�ĂůƐŽ�

ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�Į ŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�:ƵůǇ�:ƵďŝůĞĞ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�>D -

ŽƉŽůǇ�ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌ�ϮϬϭϵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ĞƐƋƵŝĐĞŶƚĞŶŶŝĂů�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�

ĨƌŽŵ�>D ��ŌĞƌ�WƌŽŵ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ��ŌĞƌ�WƌŽŵ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ�ŽŶ��Ɖƌŝů�

ϭϯ ͕ �ϮϬϭϵ ͘ ���ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ��ĞůĂŶĞ͕�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�̂ ŚĂŶŶŽŶ�ƚŽ�Őŝǀ Ğ�ΨϭϱϬ�

ƚŽ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>D ͘ ��ůů�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ ĞĚ͘ �̂ ŽŶĚƌĂ�ŵŽǀ ĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�Őŝǀ Ğ�Ψϳ ϱ�ƚŽ��ŌĞƌ�WƌŽŵ͕ �

seconded by Delane, all approved.

Treasurer’s Report: D ŝŬĞ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͘

Total income for the month $24, 583.79. Expenditures $27,690.08. Checking

ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ďĂůĂŶĐĞ�Ψϯϲ ͕ ϴϵϲ ͘ Ϯϲ ͘ �, ĞĂƟŶŐ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ�ďĂůĂŶĐĞ�Ψϴϳ ͕ ϬϯϬ͘Ϯϯ

Financial Secretary’s report: ^ŽŶĚƌĂ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�

Žī ĞƌŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ŽĨ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͘�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�Žī ĞƌͲ

ŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�Ψϭϯ ͕ ϴϱϱ͘ �dŚĞƌĞ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�Ϯͬ Ϯϯ�ĂŶĚ�

Ϯͬ Ϯϰͬ ϮϬϭϵ�ǁ ĞĞŬĞŶĚ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ǁ ĞĂƚŚĞƌ͘���ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ��ĞůĂŶĞ͕�ƐĞĐŽŶĚͲ

ed by Shannon to accept the treasurer and financial secretary reports as 

ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ͘ ��ůů�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ ĞĚ͘

Board Reports

Board of Worship and Music: ^ŚĂŶŶŽŶ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶͬ ǀ ĞƌďĂů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�

ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�ƐŝŵƉůŝĨǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵůůĞƟŶ�ůĂǇŽƵƚ͖ �ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ��ƵƐŚĞƌͬ
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communion server/acolyte training in Fall 2019; working on revision of Board

ŽĨ�D ƵƐŝĐͬ t ŽƌƐŚŝƉ�ŚĂŶĚďŽŽŬ͖�<ĂƚŚǇ�EĞůƐŽŶ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ŵƵƐŝĐ�ƐĐŚĞĚͲ

ƵůĞ͖��ůƚĂƌ�' ƵŝůĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞŶĞĮ ƚ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŽŶ���ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�

Music/Worship Board and Altar Guild. Summer outdoor service tabled to next

ŵŽŶƚŚ ͛ Ɛ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘

Board of Life and Growth / Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: Willie

provided a verbal report. Noisy offering from 3/17-4/14/2019 will go to    

ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ǇŽƵƚŚ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ͖ �WƌĂǇĞƌ�ǀ ŝŐŝů�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ͕ �ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�

D ĂƵŶĚǇ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�' ŽŽĚ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ͖ �ƚŚŝƐ�ďŽĂƌĚ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�

ƐĞƌǀ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ƐŽƵƉ�ƐƵƉƉĞƌ�ŽĨ�>ĞŶƚ͖ �ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϬϬƚŚ��ŶŶŝǀ ĞƌƐĂƌǇ�

of Sanctuary for this summer, including a wedding dress fashion show.

Board of Property and Management: Delane had no report.

dŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶĐŝů�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ�WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�D ĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�

changing the burned out light bulbs in the Chancel of the Sanctuary. Delane

reported that he had the bulbs. Status of the stained glass window in the NE

ĐŽƌŶĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞĚ͘ �E Ž�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ͘

Board of Youth: ^ŽŶĚƌĂ�ĂŶĚ�:ĞŶŶŝĨĞƌ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕ �̂ ŽŶĚƌĂ���ƉƌĞͲ

sented verbal report. The February ski/tubing trip was cancelled due to

weather; Family Fun Day is scheduled for 11:30 am on Sunday, March 24th ;

free will offering will be collected at Lent soup suppers for summer youth 

ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ͖ �ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶ��ĂƐƚĞƌ�ĞŐŐ�ŚƵŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ�;ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ĨƵŶĚ�

youth events); 5th grade students and parents have started First Communion

classes with Pastor Melinda; Pray and Play has 2 more sessions planned; 3rd

ĂŶĚ�ϰƚŚ�ŐƌĂĚĞ�&ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ǁ ƌŝƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŶ�ƉĂůƐ�Ăƚ�D ŝůůƐ�

Harbor and will have a get together in April. Council asked Sondra to contact

LM Graphic to consider a story about the Mills Harbor Pen Pal project.

Pastor Reports

Lead Pastor’s Report: WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶͬ ǀ ĞƌďĂů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ���ŝŶͲ

cludes a list of Pastoral acts in February and reflected on how his energy and 

ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ĚĞĮ ŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ĂͲ

ůĞŵ�D ŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�̂ ŝƚĞ�WƌŽĮ ůĞ͘�&ŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ŶŶƵĂů�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�Ă�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�

ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ��ǆĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ��ŽƵŶĐŝů͕�͞ t Ğ�Ăůů�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŬŶŽǁ �ĂƐ�Ă�ŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ǇŽƵ�

ĂƌĞ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚͬ Žƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇ�ĚĂǇ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�

ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĨĂĐƚ ͙ /�ĨĞĞů�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�
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the church who look at your job as preaching on Sunday morning and can’t

Į ŐƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚ�ǁ ŚǇ�ǁ Ğ�ŶĞĞĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ͘�t Ğ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŬŶŽǁ �ďĞƩ Ğƌ�ďƵƚ�ŝĨ�

ǇŽƵ�ĚŽŶ͛ ƚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚ�ƵƐ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞŵĞŶƚ͕ �ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƵƐ�ĨŽƌŐĞƚ͘ ͟ �/Ŷ�

response to this comment Pastor Joel has assembled a three-ring binder of all

ŚŝƐ�ƉĂƐƚŽƌĂů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵŶĐŝů�ƐŝŶĐĞ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ŽĨ�ϮϬϭϲ ͘ �/ƚ�ŝƐ�

Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Žĸ ĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞǀ ŝĞǁ �ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ǁ ĞůĐŽŵĞƐ�ĂŶǇ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŽ�

ŚŽǁ �ŚĞ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ͘�WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů͕�WĂƐƚŽƌ�D ĞůŝŶĚĂ�ĂŶĚ�, ĞůĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�

ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ǇŶŽĚ�Žĸ ĐĞ�ŽŶ�D ĂƌĐŚ�ϭϵ ͕ �ϮϬϭϵ ͘

Associate Pastor’s Report: WĂƐƚŽƌ�D ĞůŝŶĚĂ�ƐƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�

ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ă�ůŝƐƚ�ŽĨ�WĂƐƚŽƌĂů�ĂĐƚƐ�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͘�̂ ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ŽŶ�ǀ ĂĐĂƟŽŶ�D ĂƌĐŚ�ϭϭ-15.

�ŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ͗�No Report was given.

��ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�D ŝŬĞ͕�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�̂ ŽŶĚƌĂ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�Ăůů��ŽĂƌĚͬ WĂƐƚŽƌ�

reports as presented. All approved.

Old Business: No old business.

New Business: Brad reported that he had been contacted by the Cemetery

ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĞĚ�ĂĐƟŽŶͬ ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ǁ ĞĂƚŚĞƌͬ ƐŶŽǁ �

ŵĂŬĞƐ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĞŵĞƚĞƌǇ�Ěŝĸ ĐƵůƚ͘ ��ŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ƌĞƐŽůǀ ĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�

is a need to hire snow removal to access the cemetery, the cost would be

passed on to the family.

dŚĞƌĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ŚŽǁ �ƚŽ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ǁ ŽƌƐŚŝƉͬ

ĂƩ ĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ŝŶĂĐƟǀ Ğ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğůů�ĂƐ�Őŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĞǁ ĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ͘ ��ůů�ĂƌĞ�

encouraged to invite someone to worship!

Transfer: Don and Jan Smith to 1st Presbyterian Church, Sun City, AZ.

��ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�̂ ƚĞƉŚĂŶŝĞ͕�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�D ŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ͘�

All approved. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

D ŽƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĂĚũŽƵƌŶ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�t ŝůůŝĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ��ĞůĂŶĞ͘��ůů��ƉƉƌŽǀ ĞĚ͘ �dŚĞ�

ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂĚũŽƵƌŶĞĚ͘

K Ƶƌ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�D ŽŶĚĂǇ͕��Ɖƌŝů�ϴ͕�ϮϬϭϵ�Ăƚ�ϱ͗ ϯϬ�Ɖŵ

ZĞƐƉĞĐƞƵůůǇ�̂ ƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ͕ �

Cindy Haugsdal
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Youth Fundraiser

Rummage Sale– for our youth service trip to Savannah, GA

Saturday, May 4th, 9:00-11:30am at Salem

We need your help! We need things to sell. If you have some things lying

ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŶŽ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�ƵƐĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƟůů�ŝŶ�ŐŽŽĚ�ƐŚĂƉĞ͕�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�

us! Items that sell well are pictures, kitchen items, baby items, puzzles, etc.

WůĞĂƐĞ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚŽŶĂƚĞĚ�ŝƚĞŵƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĞƐƚ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝŶŐ͕�

room 11, by Friday, April 27th.

Bake Sale– Sunday April 14th

Stop by the bake sale table in the narthex to pick up some yummy baked

ŐŽŽĚƐ͊ ��&ƌĞĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ŐŽ�ƚŽǁ ĂƌĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǇŽƵƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�ƚƌŝƉ�ƚŽ������������

Savannah, GA in July, 2019

KŶ�̂ ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕�D ĂǇ�ϭϭ͕ �>ĞƩ Ğƌ��ĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�

United States will once again use the U.S. Postal

Service’s universal delivery network not just to

pick up and deliver mail, but also to collect and

distribute food to the hungry in our communi-

ƟĞƐ—Ăůů�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Ϯϳ ƚŚ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�>ĞƩ Ğƌ��ĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ͛ �

Food Drive.

�ŐĂŝŶ͕ �ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ��ŽǇ�̂ ĐŽƵƚ�dƌŽŽƉ�ϰϰ�ŽĨ�>ĂŬĞ�D ŝůůƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ĂƐƐŝƐƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�

pick-up. Community and rural postal customers are encouraged to leave a

bag of non-perishable foods at their mailbox. Food collected will be brought

to the Lake Mills Food Shelf which serves families living in the Lake Mills

School District served by Lake Mills area churches.

Food items that are always needed are: Baked or Pork n’ beans, vegetables,

beef stew, chili, spam, tuna, hamburger helper, peaches, pears, pasta

ŶŽŽĚůĞƐ͕ �ƌŝĐĞ͕�ƉĞĂŶƵƚ�ďƵƩ Ğƌ͕�ĐŽůĚ�ĐĞƌĞĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ͘

K Ĩ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ǁ Ğ�ǁ ŝůů�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘ �, Žǁ Ğǀ Ğƌ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŚĞĐŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽŽĚ�

ŝƚĞŵƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞĂĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞǆƉŝƌĂƟŽŶ�ĚĂƚĞ�Žƌ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƌĞǀ ŝŽƵƐůǇ�ŽƉĞŶĞĚ͘

Salem Outreach
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Reserve your special date to sponsor the 2019

8:30am worship service broadcast on KIOW 107.3

radio in Forest City.

The service can also be heard at 8:30am on cable Channel 2.

Cost for 2019 is $83.

Dates Available:

March 24, 31

May 5, 12

June 9, 16

July 28

Aug. 18

Sept. 1

Oct. 20, 27

Call the office to reserve your dates. 

641-592-1771

SALEM RECORDS– March

Memorials:

Steve Canny- $10 clothes closet

Eleanor Ness- $10 general fund, $10 mission quilters, $20

clothes closet, $60 building heat/AC, $110 Hannah-Sarah circle

Ruth Zingg - $10 general fund

Funerals:

Eleanor Ness

Steve Canny

Transfer:

Don and Jan Smith
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Altar Guild

April 2nd at 7pm

Fellowship Hall

Altar Guild for April

JoAnn Villa

Janet Swenson

Marilyn Hoffman 

t �>����D ĞĞƟŶŐ

April 18th at 2:00pm

Fellowship Hall

Communion Schedule

Sundays, April 7th and 21st (8:30)

Sundays, April 7th, 14th, 21st and

28th (10:30)

Saturday, April 6th

Mills Harbour & LMCC

Wednesday, April 24th

Birthdays: Grace Circle

Program: Sarah Circle

Salem Women of the ELCA

April Worship Schedule

Saturdays:

Casual worship at 5:30 pm in the lounge

Sundays:

dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�Ăƚ�ϴ͗ϯϬĂŵ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ

 Coffee fellowship at 9:30am in the fellowship hall 

Contemporary service at 10:30 in the sanctuary
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