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We invite you to join us for our weekly Worship Services:

Sunday:

8:30 a.m. dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůWorship Service

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship- Fellowship Hall 

9:45 a.m. &ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ– Chapel

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service

Saturday:

5:30 p.m. Casual Worship

MISSION

^ĂůĞŵ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŬŶŽǁ Ŷ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽǁ �ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĂƟŽŶ�

ĨƌŽŵ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ �Śŝŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ŐŝŌƐ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƌŐŝǀ ĞŶĞƐƐ͕ �ŚŽƉĞ͕�ƉĞĂĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘�

Our desire is to be a welcoming place in service to the Lord who has welcomed us. We

seek to grow in our faith through meaningful worship and study. We seek to share the

ŐŝŌƐ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕ �ďŽƚŚ�ĂƐ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�ƌĞĂĐŚ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ůŽǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ �ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�

ŽƵƌ�ǁ ŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵů�

ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀ Ğ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ĂŐĞƐ͘ �t Ğ�ƐĞĞŬ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐĞƌǀ ĂŶƚƐ͕ �

following the example of our Lord Jesus, who said that the greatest life is not the one

lived simply for itself, but for the benefit of others. 

Pastor Joel Guttormson
641.596.0535 ~ joelguttormson@gmail.com

Pastor Melinda McCluskey
563.581.9965 ~ melindamcmc@gmail.com

Helen Rice, Church Secretary
641.592.1771 ~ salem@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist
641.592.0184

Ashley Hoffman, Communications Director
641.590.3087 ~ SalemLMinfo@gmail.com

Jonathan Happel, Worship Coordinator
641.590.6333 ~ Jonthan.Happel@waldorf.edu
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A Message from Pastor Joel Guttormson…

SALEM AT THE MOVIES

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 AT 10:30 AM AND 5:30 PM

“As churches close and budgets shrink, the new ministers who hear the call to

ƐĞƌǀ Ğ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĂĚŽƉƚ�ŶĞǁ �ƌŽůĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͙ ͘ dŚĞ�ƵŶĐŚƵƌĐŚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�

�ŵĞƌŝĐĂ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ƚǁ Ž�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂů�ďƵƚ�ƵŶƌĞůĞŶƟŶŐ͘���������

�ĂƉƟƐŵƐ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�D ŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ǀ ĂŶŐĞůŝĐĂů��������

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Minnesota’s largest Protestant

ĚĞŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕ �ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƉůƵŶŐĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϰϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ϮϬϬϬ͘���ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ϭ�ŝŶ�ϱ�

Americans now reports no membership to organized religion, according the

WĞǁ �ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ��ĞŶƚĞƌ͘�dŚĞ�Ăǀ ĞƌĂŐĞ�̂ ƵŶĚĂǇ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽǁ �ĨĞǁ Ğƌ�

ƚŚĂŶ�ϭϬϬ͘�WĂƐƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƐƵĂůƟĞƐ͘ �KŶĞ�ŝŶ�ĨŽƵƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

9,100 churches in the ELCA can no longer afford a pastor…That’s the same for 

ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͛ Ɛ�ϭϳ ͕ ϭϬϬ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ͕ �ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ��ƉƉůŝĞĚ���������

Research in the Apostolate (CARA).”

͞ t Ğ͛ ƌĞ�Ăůů�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ͗�, Žǁ �ĚŽ�ǇŽƵ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀ ĞůǇ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�

when they don’t necessarily care about the church anymore?” said Kyle

Roberts, vice president of academic affairs at United Theological Seminary in 

New Brighton. “It requires a new mind-set and training.” (excerpts from an

ĂƌƟĐůĞ͕ �͞ d�^d�K&�&�/d, ͗ �d, ��hE �, hZ�, /E ' �K&��D �Z/��͕ �&�t �Z�D /E /̂ d�Z^͕ �

HEAVIER BURDEN.” (Minneapolis Star Tribune) by Jean Hopfensperger, August

18, 2018).

�ďŽƵƚ�ĨŽƵƌ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŐŽ�/�ďĞŐĂŶ�ŚĂǀ ŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ĞĐƵŵĞŶŝĐĂů�ŐƌŽƵƉ�

ŽĨ�ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ�ďǇ�dŚŽŵ�Θ�:ŽĂŶŝ�̂ ĐŚƵůƚǌ�͞ t ŚǇ�E ŽďŽĚǇ�

Wants to Go to Church Anymore” ©2013 group Publishing. Ironically, we met

once a month in a once vibrant church in Brunswick Maryland that had closed

ĂŶĚ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ĐŽī ĞĞ�ƐŚŽƉ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ǀ ĂĐĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�����

number of years.

, ĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�ĨĞǁ �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐŝƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ͕�

ĨŽƵƌ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�Į ǀ Ğ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�' ŽĚ�ĞǆŝƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀ ĞƐ�

ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͘ ��Ƶƚ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞŶ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ�Ğǀ Ğƌ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͙ �ǀ ĞƌǇ�ǇĞĂƌ͕�

Ϯ͘ ϳ �ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĨĂůů�ŝŶƚŽ�ŝŶĂĐƟǀ ŝƚǇ͙ ĨƌŽŵ�ϭϵϵϬ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϬϬ͕�ƚŚĞ������

ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�WƌŽƚĞƐƚĂŶƚ�ĚĞŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h ͘ ^͘ �ĚĞĐůŝŶĞĚ�ďǇ�

ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϱ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�;ϵ ͘ ϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚͿ�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�h ͘ ^͘ �ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ďǇ�
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24 million (11 percent)…..Every year, more than 4,000 churches close their

ĚŽŽƌƐ͙ dŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�ĨĞǁ �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƐƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉůĂǇ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĐŽŶͲ

ŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ǇŽƵ�ĂŶĚ�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ǁ ŽƌƐŚŝƉĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƌĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝĨĞƟŵĞƐ͘

Then I took the call to serve as lead pastor at Salem in March of 2016. In

KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ϮϬϭϳ �/�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂĚƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�' ƌŽƵƉ�

WƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�>Žǀ ĞůĂŶĚ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ͕ �ĂƩ ĞŶĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ƚŚƌĞĞ-ĚĂǇ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�Ğǀ ĞŶƚ͕ �dŚĞ�

Future of the Church Summit. There I had the opportunity to meet with

ƉĂƐƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂǇ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĚĞŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�

ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ͘

E Žǁ �/͛ŵ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ�ŵĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�D ŽŶĚĂǇ͕�̂ ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϬ͕�ŝŶ�

our chapel, either at 10:30 a.m. or 5:30 p.m. as we preview the documentary

ŵŽǀ ŝĞ͕ �͞ t ŚĞŶ�' ŽĚ�>ĞŌ�ƚŚĞ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͘ ͟ �/�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ�Ă�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽǀ ŝĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�

the director a year ago at Group Publishing in Loveland, CO. Director Thom

^ĐŚƵůƚǌ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞŵŝƐĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ ƚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŽ����

uncover why churches – ŽŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽƵů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�– are

now shrinking in both size and influence. What he discovers gives unprece-

dented insight and serves as a powerful wake-up call. The movie reveals the

ŚĞĂƌƚĂĐŚĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝŶ�ĚĞĐůŝŶĞ͕�Ă�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ͛ Ɛ�ƐĞĞŶ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ�

plunge from 900 to 40. It also offers glimmers of hope in new forms of church 

that are thriving, from a pup outreach in Pennsylvania to a Texas ministry that

gathers in 300 neighborhoods every week.

�Ɛ�̂ ĂůĞŵ�ŝƐ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�:ŽƐŚƵĂ�' ƌŽƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�

we think about our ministry, its resources, staffing, building and maintenance 

ŶĞĞĚƐ͖ �ŝƚ ͛ Ɛ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��>���ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞĂ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ͖ �ƚŽ����

ĨŽƌŵĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĂĐƟǀ Ğ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĂĐƟǀ Ğ͖�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�' ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�

ŝƐ�' ŽĚ�ĐĂůůŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ ͍ �, ĂƐ�' ŽĚ�ůĞŌ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͍ �D ŝŐŚƚ�' ŽĚ�ďĞ�ĐĂůůŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�

the same?

Pastor Joel

Salem Outreach
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A Message from Pastor Melinda McCluskey...

MINDFULNESS IN THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION by Tim Stead

dŚŝƐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ƵŵŵĞƌ�ϮϬϭϴ͗�D ŝŶĚĨƵůŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�D ĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�

print issue.

The story goes back to the 1970s when Jon Kabat-Zinn, with a PhD in

ŵŽůĞĐƵůĂƌ�ďŝŽůŽŐǇ͕�ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉ�Ă�ŵĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ-based program to help

support people suffering from chronic pain. When he began to realize that 

ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ďĞŶĞĮ ƚƐ͕ �ŚĞ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉĞĚ�ĂŶ�

eight-week program that later became known as Mindfulness Based Stress

ZĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ͘ �D ŝŶĚĨƵůŶĞƐƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ�ĂƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨƵůůǇ�Ăǁ ĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�

own experience in the present moment in a nonjudgmental way. As he would

be the first to admit, mindfulness was not invented by Jon Kabat-Zinn! As a 

�ƵĚĚŚŝƐƚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ŵŝŶĞ�ŽŶĐĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ͛Ɛ�ůĂǌǇ�ĂƐƐĞƌƟŽŶ�

that mindfulness had been invented in America 25 years ago: “Perhaps you

ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ĐŽƵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ǌĞƌŽĞƐ͊ ͟

But many rightly will argue that something very similar to mindfulness has

ďĞĞŶ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽ͘ �t Ğ�ŚĂǀ ĞŶ͛ ƚ�

ĐĂůůĞĚ�ŝƚ�ŵŝŶĚĨƵůŶĞƐƐ͘ �t Ğ͛ ǀ Ğ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ŝƚ�͞ ƐŝůĞŶƚ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͟ �Žƌ�͞ĐŽŶƚĞŵƉůĂƟǀ Ğ�����

ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕ ͟ �͞ ƚŚĞ�ĚĞƐĞƌƚ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ͟ �Žƌ�͞ŵǇƐƟĐĂů�ƚŚĞŽůŽŐǇ͕͟ �ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�

ĨƌŽŵ�:ĞƐƵƐ͕ �ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�̂ ƚ ͘ �WĂƵů͕�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͘ �̂ Ɵůů͕��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ�

urgently needs to take on board the insights of mindfulness, and there are

ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�/�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ŶŽƚĞ�ŚĞƌĞ͘

&ŝƌƐƚ͕ �ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�t ĞƐƚĞƌŶ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞůůĞĐƚƵĂů͕�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�

ĐŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ĐĂƵƟŽŶ͕ �ŝĨ�ŶŽƚ�ĚŽǁ ŶƌŝŐŚƚ�ŵŝƐƚƌƵƐƚ͕ �ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘�t Ğ�ĂƌĞ�

ƌŝŐŚƚůǇ�ƉƌŽƵĚ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ŝŶƚĞůůĞĐƚƵĂů�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�t ĞƐƚ͕ �ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂŶ�

equivalent danger of seeing spirituality as something that happens primarily

ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂĚ�ŝŶ�ƚĞƌŵƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƵƌĞ͕�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ĂŶĚ�͞ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚ͟ �ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�' ŽĚ͘ �

^ĞĐŽŶĚ͕ �ƚŚĞ�t ĞƐƚĞƌŶ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ŶĞŐĂƟǀ Ğ�Ăƫ ƚƵĚĞƐ�ƚŽǁ ĂƌĚ�ƚŚĞ�

body as well as the material in general. But God made us mind and body;

furthermore, having made us this way, God declared us “good.” Third, we

need to consider the consequences of our over-emphasis, in Western

ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ͕�ŽŶ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ƐŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ũƵĚŐŵĞŶƚ͘ �/�ĨƵůůǇ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�/�

may take that are harmful both to myself and to others and that these

ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝŶĚ�Žƌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ďŽĚǇ�ŝŵƉƵůƐĞƐ͘ ��Ƶƚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƚĞƐƟĨǇ�
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nowadays that the way we have spoken about these things and the guilt and

shame that has been evoked has not, actually, led to changed lives. In fact, it

ƐĞĞŵƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ�ůĞĚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ŚĂƌŵĨƵů�ŬŝŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ͘

All these things are forms of the “dualism” that has marked recent centuries

ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�t ĞƐƚ͘ �' ƌĂĚƵĂůůǇ�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�

ůĞĂŶŝŶŐƐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĂďĞƌƌĂƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ�ĨŽƌŵƐ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĞůƉĨƵů�

for the path toward wholeness. The Gospels, though, seem to me to be full

ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŚŽůŝƐƟĐ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŽ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůŝƚǇ͘

The Parable: “Waking Up”

“When he came to his senses, he said: ‘How many of my father’s hired serv-

ants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!’” (Luke 15:17, NIV).

dŚĞ�ƉĂƌĂďůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĚŝŐĂů�ƐŽŶ�ŝƐ�Ă�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ƐƚŽƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚůǇ�

illustrates the sense of awareness we are trying to explore. Have you ever

had the experience of suddenly “coming to” while being fully awake, in the

ŶŽƌŵĂů�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌĚ͕ �Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͍ �D ĂǇďĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�Ěƌŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ĂůŽŶŐ����

without really thinking. And suddenly you realize where you are and what

you have been thinking about for the past who knows how long. This is what

happened to the prodigal. He had made some choices and followed them

ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ůŽŶŐ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ƵŶƟů�ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵŝůĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŚŽŵĞ͘�, Ğ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�

had to think quite carefully, on one level, about travel, board, and lodgings,

choices of various forms of entertainment to spend his money on, and the

ǀ ĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�ƚƌĂŶƐĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇ͘�̂ Ž�ŚŝƐ�ďƌĂŝŶ�ǁ ĂƐ������

ŝŶĚĞĞĚ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ͕�ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�Ğī ĞĐƟǀ ĞůǇ͘��Ƶƚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�

sleepwalking, with no real awareness of where he was going or where he

would inevitably end up.

In the prodigal’s case, it was only when he was reduced to absolute poverty

that he “came to his senses.” In other words, there came a moment when he

“woke up” from his dream and realized where he was and what he was

doing. Only then did he recognize the fact that he did have a choice. He

could carry on as he was, or he could return to his father and start again.

We are only ever partly awake—partly aware. If we want to know God and

God’s will for us, we need to wake up to where we are and what we are

ĚŽŝŶŐ͘�̂ ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ŝƚ�ƚĂŬĞƐ�Ă�ƚƌĂƵŵĂƟĐ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ǁ ĂŬĞ�ƵƐ�ƵƉ͘ ��Ƶƚ�ŚŽǁ �ŵƵĐŚ�

ďĞƩ Ğƌ�ŝƚ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŝĨ�ǁ Ğ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐŝŶŐ�ǁ ĂŬŝŶŐ�ƵƉ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ŵŝŶĚͲ
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ĨƵůŶĞƐƐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ĚŽĞƐ͘

dŚĞ�s ŝŐŶĞƩ Ğ͗ �͞ �ĞŝŶŐ͟ �ĂŶĚ�͞ �ŽŝŶŐ͟

͞ dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ŽĨ�ŽŶůǇ�ŽŶĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐ͘�D ĂƌǇ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƩ Ğƌ�ƉĂƌƚ͟ �;>ƵŬĞ�

10:42).

dŚĞ�ǀ ŝƐŝƚ�ŽĨ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƚŽ�D ĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�D ĂƌƚŚĂ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŽŌ-quoted story, especially by

ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƵƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ĂĚǀ ŽĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞŵƉůĂƟǀ Ğ�ůŝĨĞ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƟǀ Ğ�ůŝĨĞ͘�/�

ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�Ă�ƉƌĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ŽƉĞŶĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ŵĞ�ďǇ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�

there was a bit of Mary and a bit of Martha in all of us. We are not one or the

other, but perhaps we ought to understand this as two ways of being in life. I

ĚŽŶ͛ ƚ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ǁ Ğ�ĐĂŶ�ĂƐƐƵŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ŝƐ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ɛŝƫ ŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�

ďĞƩ Ğƌ�ƉĞƌ�ƐĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ĚŽŶĞ͘��Ƶƚ�ŚĞ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŶŐ�

that there are two ways of being in life, and that we need both, but Mary’s

ǁ ĂǇ�ŝƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ͘�dĂŬŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�Ɛŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�Ăǁ ĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�:ĞƐƵƐ͛ �

ǁ ŽƌĚƐ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ�ƉŽŝŶƚ͘ ��ĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨƵůůǇ�Ăǁ ĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝŐ�

picture must take priority before we rush to do stuff. 

dŚĞ�ƚƌŽƵďůĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƵƐ͕ �͞ ĚŽŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵī ͟ �ŝƐ�Ăůů�ǁ Ğ�ŬŶŽǁ ͖ �Ɛŝƫ ŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�

listening is a bit of a closed book. Mindfulness, then, helps to develop this

kind of awareness.

The Prophet: “Making Way”

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” (Mark 1:3).

/ƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�:ŽŚŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƉƟƐƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ĂƐ�ŵŝŶĚĨƵůŶĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ�Žƌ�

the work of God. John came not to save, not to do the work himself, but to

help people get ready so that when the moment arrived—when the Savior

came—they would be in a place where they were ready to receive what Jesus

had to offer. 

Mindfulness itself does not fix things but seeks to open up a space where 

things might (if appropriate) be fixed. In fact, it teaches us more about not 

fixing things and about learning that it is not our place to try to save            

ourselves. But it does teach us the skill of opening things up—bringing

concerns to the surface—ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ͕ �ŝŶ�' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ�ǁ ĂǇ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�

be healed or restored. Jesus talked about how what is hidden will be

disclosed and what is secret will be brought to light (Mark 4:22). This is what

mindfulness does. Then, when things are disclosed and in the light, there is
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the chance that God can be more a part of them so that healing or “fixing” 

may come.

t ŚĞŶ�/�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŝŶůǇ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�

had just completed a mindfulness course, a number of other passages with a

ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵŝŶĚĨƵůŶĞƐƐ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ŵŝŶĚ͘

• On learning the way of not striving: “Look at the birds in the air; they

neither sow nor reap nor gather in barns, and yet your heavenly father feeds

ƚŚĞŵ͘ ��ƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŶŽƚ�ŽĨ�ŵŽƌĞ�ǀ ĂůƵĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞǇ͍ ͟ �;D ĂƩ ŚĞǁ �ϲ ͗ Ϯϲ Ϳ͘

ͻ�KŶ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ůŝǀ Ğ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ŵŽŵĞŶƚ͗ �͞ :ĞƐƵƐ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵĞĚ͕ �͚dŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŝƐ�

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near’” (Mark 1:15); “Give us each 

day our daily bread” (Luke 11:5).

• On learning to perceive in a different way (not primarily intellectual or    

ĐŽŐŶŝƟǀ ĞͿ͗ �:ĞƐƵƐ�ĚĞĐůĂƌĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌĂďůĞƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ ƚŚĞǇ�ŵĂǇ�

indeed look but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not under-

stand” (Mark 4:12).

ͻ�KŶ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ƐŝŐŚƚ͗ �ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ŝŶ�:ŽŚŶ͛ Ɛ�' ŽƐƉĞů�ĂŌĞƌ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ŚĞĂůĞĚ�

the blind man (John 9).

• On waking up to something that has been under our noses all along: the

disciples who eventually recognized Jesus when he broke the bread at the

end of the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13–31).

• On the primary dynamic of spirituality of “being” not “doing”: Jesus told us

to “Abide in me as I abide in you” (John 15:4).

There is a danger, of course, when you have started to think about mindful-

ness, to read mindfulness into every Scripture text you come across, but there

seems to be enough here to give us certain confidence that, far from straying 

away from Jesus’ spirituality, we appear to be straying right into the heart of

it.

dŚŝƐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ƵŵŵĞƌ�ϮϬϭϴ͗�D ŝŶĚĨƵůŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�D ĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�

print issue.
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^ĂůĞŵ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�D ĞĞƟŶŐ�D ŝŶƵƚĞƐ

August 13, 2018 – 5:30pm

WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ��ƌĂĚ��ǀ ĞŶƐŽŶ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�Ăƚ�ϱ͗ ϯϬƉŵ͘ �D ĞŵďĞƌƐ����

present: Brad Evenson, Mike Swenson, Sondra Nelson, Willie Skellenger, Kathy

Chose, Delane Behr, Stephanie Steffens, Linda Helgeson, Kathy Nelson, Heidi 

KďĞƌŵĞǇĞƌ͕�WĂƐƚŽƌ�D ĞůŝŶĚĂ�D Đ�ůƵƐŬĞǇ�ĂŶĚ�WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů�' ƵƩ ŽƌŵƐŽŶ͘

�Ğǀ ŽƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�WƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ůĞĚ�ďǇ�WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů͘���ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�

�ĐƚƐ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞĚ�WĂƵů͛Ɛ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͘�t Ğ�ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�ĂŶ�

audio clip from the Eastern Mennonite University.

Secretary’s report: D ŽƟŽŶ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�D ŝŬĞ͕�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�̂ ŽŶĚƌĂ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ Ğ�

ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƌĞǀ ŝŽƵƐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘��ůů�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ ĞĚ͘

Correspondence: A thank you was received from Life Serve Blood Center. The

Lake Mills community had 36 total donors. A personal thank you from Hannah

Evenson was shared.

Treasurer’s Report: Mike reported the month end checking account balance

was $7,946.44. Total income for the month of July $21,553.00 with total ex-

ƉĞŶƐĞƐ�ΨϮϲ ͕ ϮϰϮ͘ ϲϮ͘ ��ŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŶĞŐĂƟǀ Ğ�ďĂůĂŶĐĞ�-$4,689.62.

Financial Secretary’s Report: no report

��ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�<ĂƚŚǇ͕�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�̂ ƚĞƉŚ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�ƚŚĞ�Į ŶĂŶĐŝĂů�����

ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ͘ ��ůů�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ ĞĚ͘

Board of Worship & Music: <ĂƚŚǇ��ŚŽƐĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ����������:ŽŶͲ

athan Happel. Discussion was help regarding the disposal of the old piano and

ŝŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ �ŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ZĂůůǇ�̂ ƵŶĚĂǇ͘

Board of Life and Growth / Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: Willie

ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ŚĂĚ�ŵĞƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞĚ�ƵƉĐŽŵŝŶŐ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ��

ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂǇŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌŶĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�̂ ĂůĞŵ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ- 1919.

WŽƐƐŝďůĞ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ͗ �ǁ ĞĚĚŝŶŐ�ĚƌĞƐƐ�ĨĂƐŚŝŽŶ�ƐŚŽǁ ͕ �ďĂƐŬĞƚ�ĂƵĐƟŽŶ͕ �ΨϭϬϬ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͕�

ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�:ƵůǇ�:ƵďŝůĞĞ�WĂƌĂĚĞ͕�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ŵƵƐĞƵŵ�ŽĨ�ĂƌƟĨĂĐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�

ŝƚĞŵƐ͕ �ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ŝĞǁ Ɛ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�, ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐ͕ ��ŝŶŶĞƌ͕��s ��ĐŽŵƉŝůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�̂ ĂůĞŵ͕ �ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�

of banner to display on the outside of the church. The group is looking for

ŵŽƌĞ�ŝĚĞĂƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŚĞůƉ͘ �dŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŵĞƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�dŝŵ�:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�

Ăƚ�ƉƌŽŵŽƟŶŐ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƐŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŶĂŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�



September 2018

11

group to the Generosity Group.

Board of Property and Management: Delane and this group have diligently

ďĞĞŶ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�

ŬĞĞƉ�ĂƐ�ĐŽƐƚ�Ğī ĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ĂƐ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘

Board of Youth: ^ŽŶĚƌĂ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�

the upcoming year. The group had met and had a 2 hour planning session.

/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ�ƉĂŐĞ͘�dŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�

date 9/16 @ 7pm. Rally Sunday will be held on 9/9.

Lead Pastor’s Report: WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů�ƐƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŶŽƟŶŐ�WĂƐƚŽƌĂů�

�ĐƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ŽĨ�:ƵůǇ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ďĂƉƟƐŵ͕ �ŶƵƌƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽŵĞ�ǀ ŝƐŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�������

ŚŽƐƉŝĐĞ�ǀ ŝƐŝƚ�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ŽŶ�ǀ ĂĐĂƟŽŶ͘ ��ůƐŽ�ŶŽƚĞĚ͕ �ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�KŶĞ-In-Christ, Bethany,

ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�:ŽƐŚƵĂ�' ƌŽƵƉ͕ �&ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ŽŶĮ ƌŵĂƟŽŶ���

Ministry Planning, Fall Leadership Event, Support to members and families in

support of our LBGT members, families and community, Coffee Fellowship 

D ŽŶĚĂǇƐ͕ �̂ ƚĞǁ ĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ͕ �ŶŽƟŶŐ�̂ ĂůĞŵ�ŚĂƐ�ŽŶůǇ�ƐĞŶƚ�ϭϴй �ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ďĞŶĞǀ ŽůĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�

ƚŚĞ�ƐǇŶŽĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘��ŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŚĞůĚ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ�

ŽĨ�Ăůů�ĐĂŵƉ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǇŽƵƚŚ�ŽĨ�̂ ĂůĞŵ͘

Associate Pastor’s Report: WĂƐƚŽƌ�D ĞůŝŶĚĂ�ƐƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŶŽƟŶŐ�

WĂƐƚŽƌĂů��ĐƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ŽĨ�:ƵŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�:ƵůǇ͘�WĂƐƚŽƌ�D ĞůŝŶĚĂ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƟŶŐ�

the need of people going through life changes i.e.: moving from independent

to assisted living, shut-ins, etc. to receive pastoral care. Please keep her

informed of people going through these changes. There will be a lock in event

Oct 12-13 for youth. A request was made by Pastor Melinda to remove the 2

front pews in the church for ease of funerals, Lenten services and youth

Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŐŶŝŶŐ͘��ůů�ĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐĂů�ŽƵƚůĞƚƐ�ĞƚĐ͘�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŇƵƐŚ�ŵŽƵŶƚĞĚ͘ ���ŵŽƟŽŶ�

was made by Willie and seconded by Steph to proceed with the removal of

the pews, to be placed in storage. All approved.

�ŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ͗ �no report

��ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�<ĂƚŚǇ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ Ğ�Ăůů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ͕ �ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�

Mike. All approved.

Old Business: �ŽŽƌ�ŽƉĞŶŝŶŐͬ ƵŶůŽĐŬŝŶŐ͘�E Ž�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƚĂŬĞŶ͘

New Business: Discussion was held regarding proposed By-Law Changes. The

proposed changes will move Salem forward to be concurrent with the most

Salem Outreach

12

SALEM RECORDS August

Memorials:

Arlene Fosness: General Fund $10

�ƌŶĞŝĚĂ�&ŽƐŶĞƐƐ͗ �' ĞŶĞƌĂů�&ƵŶĚ�ΨϭϬ�;ĐŽƌƌĞĐƟŽŶͿ

Transfers:

EĞŝů�ĂŶĚ�' ĂǇĞ�̂ ůĞƩ ĞŶ

Weddings:

Samaria Schmidt and James Weisenborn

�ĂƉƟƐŵƐ͗

Dylan Endrei Melton-Erickson

ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ĞĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�D ŽĚĞů��ŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��>���ĂĚŽƉƚͲ

ed in 2016.

Associate Membership for Brian John Endrei Erickson, Sara Lynn Melton and

Dylan Milton-�ƌŝĐŬƐŽŶ͕ ��ĂďǇůŽŶ�E z ͘ ���ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�D ŝŬĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�

by Willie to accept new associate memberships. All Approved.

dƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ͗�EĞŝů�Θ�' ĂǇĞ�̂ ůĞƩ ĞŶ�ƚŽ��ŵŵŽŶƐ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͕ ��ŵŵŽŶƐ�D E ͘ �

<ĂƚŚǇ�ŵĂĚĞ�Ă�ŵŽƟŽŶ͕ �ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�̂ ŽŶĚƌĂ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ͘��ŌĞƌ�Ă�ĐĂůů�ĨŽƌ�

ǀ ŽƚĞƐ͕ �ŵŽƟŽŶ�ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ϭ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝŶŐ�ǀ ŽƚĞ�ďǇ�t ŝůůŝĞ͘

K Ƶƌ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�D ĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ͗ �̂ ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϬ͕�ϮϬϭϴ͘�t Ğ�ƉƌĂǇĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͛ Ɛ�

Prayer in closing.

ZĞƐƉĞĐƞƵůůǇ�̂ ƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ͕ ��, ĞŝĚŝ�KďĞƌŵĞǇĞƌ

dŚĞ�' ŽŽĚ�̂ ĂŵĂƌŝƚĂŶ�D ŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŝƐ�dĞĂŵ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƟŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŚĞůƉ͊ ��We are in

ŶĞĞĚ�ŽĨ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƉůĞŶŝƐŚ�ŽƵƌ�ĨƵŶĚƐ͘ ��KƵƌ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽƵƌ����

ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŶĞĞĚ͕ �ĂƐ�ŵŽĚĞůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�' ŽŽĚ���������

Samaritan. Thank you for your help!
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RALLY WITH ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH

Salem will not be having a second service at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday,

^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϵƚŚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�&ŝŌĞĞŶƚŚ�

�ŶŶŝǀ ĞƌƐĂƌǇ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�KŶĞ�ŝŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�WĂƌŝƐŚ�Ăƚ�ϭϬ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘ �ŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ����

Sunday, at the Lake Mills School Auditorium.

WĂƐƚŽƌ�ZĂŶĚǇ��ĂůĚǁ ŝŶ�ƐĞŶƚ�ƵƐ�Ă�ůĞƩ Ğƌ�ŐƌĞĞƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂͲ

ƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŚĞ�ǁ ƌŝƚĞƐ͗ �͞ /ƚ ͛ Ɛ�ŚĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ďĞĞŶ�Į ŌĞĞŶ�

years since the first joint worship service of One in Christ Lutheran Parish was 

ŚĞůĚ�Ăƚ�>ĂŬĞ�D ŝůůƐ�, ŝŐŚ�̂ ĐŚŽŽů͕�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�Ăůů�ƐĞǀ ĞŶ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĐĂŵĞ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�

to worship installing five pastors and a Youth Worker. One thing that has 

been consistent for our life is change. North Prairie closed. Salem’s leader-

ship liked the goals of the parish, but decided the parish wasn’t the vehicle to

let them pursue their goals so Salem voted out of the Parish. Pastors and our

Youth Worker took different calls. Sion decided to leave the Parish and     

>ƵŶĚĞƌ�ũŽŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ ͘ �>ŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ͘ ��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ůŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�

together and lots of reasons to celebrate.”

As a pastor called to serve as the lead pastor of Salem, I have so appreciate

ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĞŐŝĂůŝƚǇ�WĂƐƚŽƌ�D ĞůŝŶĚĂ�ĂŶĚ�/�;WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞůͿ�

share with Pastor Bill and Pastor Randy and the members of One in Christ.

We meet almost weekly for text study and have joint VBS programing. Pastor

ZĂŶĚǇ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂĚ�ŽƵƌ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ũŽŝŶƚ�̂ ƚĞǀ ĞŶ͛ Ɛ��������

Ministry. Pastor Norris has helped shepherd a monthly Caregivers Support

Group facilitated by Rachel Olson. I thoroughly enjoy the weekly bible study

Ăƚ�D ŝůůƐ�, ĂƌďŽƌ�ůĞĚ�ďǇ�WĂƐƚŽƌ��ŝůů͘�K Ƶƌ��ŽŶĮ ƌŵĂƟŽŶ�zŽƵƚŚ�ĐĂŶ�ǇĞĂƌůǇ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚ�

the Middle School Lock-in at UNI, the yearly field trip to either Wartburg or 

Luther Colleges, the community Food Drive and a yearly Bowling with One in

Christ fellowship event. Lake Mills could not offer the Summer Meal program 

without our joint commitment to the program. We have since added the

week long July Jubilee Day Camp. We were so blessed to have been able to

send four of our youth and two adult chaperones to the Youth Gathering this

summer with the Pastors Randy and Bill and youth of One in Christ; which

ĂůƐŽ�ĂůůŽǁ ĞĚ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƉƵůƉŝƚ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�̂ ĐĂƌǀ ŝůůĞ͕�

>ƵŶĚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�̂ ŝůǀ Ğƌ�>ĂŬĞ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞĞŶ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƟŵĞƐ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ǁ Ğ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ĂďůĞ�

to offer joint pastoral care to grieving members of both our churches and 

ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�Ăĸ ůŝĂƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵŶĞƌĂů�ŽĨ�Ă�
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loved one.

/�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ďĞŐ�ƚŽ�Ěŝī Ğƌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŽŶĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�WĂƐƚŽƌ�ZĂŶĚǇ��ĂůĚǁ ŝŶ͛ Ɛ�ůĞƩ Ğƌ͕�ǁ ŚĂƚ�/�

have witnessed in three years of ministry in Lake Mills is that “Salem’s goals”

are indeed “shared goals” and my experience is that Salem is only able to

ƌĞĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ŐŽĂůƐ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ǁ Ğ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�͞ KŶĞ�ŝŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕ ͟ �����������

regardless of any formal agreements we may or may not share. And I whole

ŚĞĂƌƚĞĚůǇ�ĂŐƌĞĞ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ͕ �͞ >Žƚ ͛ Ɛ�ŽĨ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ͘ ��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�

lots of ministry together and lots of reasons to celebrate.

^Ž͕ �ůĞƚ�ƵƐ��ĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ͊ �WĂƐƚŽƌ��ĂƌƌĞů�' ĂƌƌĞƩ Ɛ�ǁ ŝůů�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ƉƌĞĂĐŚ�ĂƐ�ŚĞ�ĚŝĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�

^ƵŶĚĂǇ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�D ĂƌĐŚ�Į ŌĞĞŶ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŐŽ͘ �&ŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌƐŚŝƉ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ͕�

there will be a catered meal, followed by a short blue-grass concert and some

ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŐĂŵĞƐ͕ �ĐŽŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ŝĐĞ�ĐƌĞĂŵ�ƐŽĐŝĂů͘�ZĂŶĚǇ�ĐůŽƐĞƐ�ŚŝƐ�ůĞƩ Ğƌ�ŽĨ�

ŝŶǀ ŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�̂ ĂůĞŵ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůƵƚĂƟŽŶ͕ �͞ /ƚ ͛ Ɛ�Ă�ďůĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐƟůů�ďĞ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ����

together with Salem in a variety of ways.” I whole heartedly agree. As Luther

might say, “this is most certainly true!”

You can just about feel it in the slightly shorter days...Generosity Season is

almost here!

What is Generosity Season? That is what we call the part of the calendar

stretching from back-to-ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘

As summer ends, so does the summer slump, leading to more generosity

ĨƌŽŵ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ǀ ĂĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ͘ ��EĞǆƚ͕ �

ƚŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�ĨĂůů�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŝƚ ͛ Ɛ�ĨĞƐƟǀ ĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵŵƉŬŝŶ�ƐĂůĞƐ͕ �ĨŽůůŽǁ ĞĚ�ďǇ�dŚĂŶŬƐŐŝǀ ŝŶŐ͕�Ă�

ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƐŝƚǇ͘���ŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ͕ �ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�

ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ͘

Give Plus ƚĞǆƚ�ŵĂǆŝŵŝǌĞƐ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͛ Ɛ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀ Ğ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ�ŐŝŌƐ�����ĚƵƌͲ

ing this season.

Stop by the church office or visit our website to learn more! 
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Altar Guild

Sept. 4th at 7pm

Altar Guild for September

Sharon Casey

Jean Rondeau

t �>����D ĞĞƟŶŐ

Sept. 20th at 2pm

Communion Schedule

Sundays, Sept. 2nd and 16th (8:30)

Sundays, Sept. 2nd, 9th, 16th,

23rd and 30th (10:30)

Saturdays, Sept. 1st and 15th

Mills Harbour & LMCC

Wednesday, Sept. 26th

Birthdays: Martha Circle

Program: Sarah Circle

Salem Women of the ELCA

September Worship Schedule

Saturdays:

Casual worship at 5:30 pm in the lounge

Sundays:

dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�Ăƚ�ϴ͗ϯϬĂŵ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ

 Coffee fellowship at 9:30am in the fellowship hall 

Contemporary service at 10:30 in the sanctuary

ZĂůůǇ�̂ ƵŶĚĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�&ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�̂ ƵŶĚĂǇ͕�̂ ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�

ϵƚŚ�Ăƚ�ϵ͗ ϭϱĂŵ͘ ��&ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞŐŝŶ�̂ ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϲƚŚ�ĨƌŽŵ�����������

9:35-10:20am.
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