
Salem Lutheran Church 

OUTREACH 
November 2016 

We invite you to join us for our weekly Worship Services: 

Sundays:   

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service  

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship—Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m.  Faith Formation 

10:30 a.m.  Faith Formation Worship 

Saturday: 

5:30 p.m.  Casual Worship 

MISSION 

Salem Lutheran Church members have known and now extend to others the invitation 

from Jesus Christ to know him and his gifts of forgiveness, hope, peace, and purpose. 

Our desire is to be a welcoming place in service to the Lord who has welcomed us. We 

seek to grow in our faith through meaningful worship and study. We seek to share the 

gifts of Christ, both as individuals who reach out in love to our families, our community, 

our workplaces, and our world, and also as a congregation reaching out with meaningful 

and supportive services and programming to people of all ages. We seek to be servants, 

following the example of our Lord Jesus, who said that the greatest life is not the one 

lived simply for itself, but for the benefit of others.  

 

Pastor Joel Guttormson 
     703.581.4672 ~ joelguttormson@gmail.com 
 
Pastor Melinda McCluskey 
     563.581.9965 ~ melindamcmc@gmail.com 
 

Helen Rice, Church Secretary 
     641.592.1771 ~ salem@wctatel.net 
 

Ruth Sheldon, Organist 
    641.592.0184 
 

Ashley Hoffman, Communications Director 
    641.590.3087 ~ SalemLMinfo@gmail.com 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/tp40/page.asp?id=203782
mailto:pastorjoel@gmail.com
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 Update from the Council…. 

Salem Church Council October 2, 2016 

President Scott Hagenson called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. Members 

present were Scott Hagenson, Mike Swenson, Yvonne Beenken, Ashley 

Hoffman, Bruce Adams, Roy Kvale, Wayne VanVeldhuizen, Willie Skelleng-

er, Pastor Joel, and Pastor Melinda. Pastor Joel opened the meeting with 

devotions. It was moved by Mike and seconded by Roy to accept the 

minutes of the previous meeting as written. All approved. 

Secretary’s Report: No correspondence. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mike reported an end- of- the month checkbook      

balance of $29,939.33. Total income for September was $21,478.70 and 

expenses were$22,997.86. 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Deb submitted a written report. The Staying 

Strong Appeal reached $8770.00 missing the goal of $20,000. Total giving 

for the year is down 12% from this time last year. It was moved by Willie 

and seconded by Wayne to approve the financial reports. All approved. 

Board of Worship and Music: Bruce reported that his board is making 

plans for the Advent season including looking for a small group of singers to 

lead the liturgy. They are pleased with the congregation’s adjustment to 

serving Communion in two styles. They continue to adjust expectations for 

the second service. The Gideons would like to make a presentation to Sa-

lem in November. 

Board of Stewardship: Wayne and Roy reported that plans are being 

made for the Keep Your Fork event on October 30. They are working on 

finding judges and entertainment. 

Board of Education: Ashley reported that they have had good attendance 

at the Faith Formation classes. They continue to make adjustments to keep 

improving this program. 

Board of Youth: Pastor Melinda reported Salem has hosted two Fifth Quar-

ter events for the middle school so far. They plan to have 1 or 2 during the 

basketball season. 
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Board of Life and Growth: Willie reported that the ELCA God’s Work, Our 

Hands event was held on September 27. Salem was involved in staffing at 

the City Carnival held at the park in Lake Mills. It was very successful. They 

continue to find rides to church on Sunday for our senior citizen members 

and Prayer Pals for Confirmation students. 

Board of Property and Management: No report. 

Lead Pastor’s Report: Pastor Joel presented a written report for his pas-

toral acts in September. He highlighted the Wednesday afternoon Faith 

Formation activities and the difficulties involved. He will try a new sched-

ule. 

Associate Pastor’s Report: Pastor Melinda reported that the new pouring 

chalices are here. She would like to start a new women’s group and has a 

painting event scheduled for November 12. Eleven students have signed 

up and paid to attend the Lock-In at UNI. 

Communication Director’s Report: Ashley reported that she continues 

with weekly posts on Facebook. The video of the Creature Choir was very 

popular. Faith Formation and Confirmation info is on the electronic sign 

when it is working. Information is also available on the website. The Octo-

ber Outreach is completed. It was moved by Bruce and seconded by 

Wayne to accept the above reports. All approved. 

Old Business: There was no old business. 

New Business: No visitors were present. Energy efficient improvements 

for the education unit was discussed in general terms with no action tak-

en. Staff reviews will be conducted by council members hopefully before 

the December council meeting. A tentative date of November 28 has been 

set for a joint workshop of the Council and leadership of One In Christ Par-

ish. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mike and seconded by 

Roy. All approved. The next regular Council meeting will be November 14. 

We closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Yvonne Beenken 



Salem Outreach 

 

4 

 
 

A special congregational meeting of Salem Lutheran Church was held on 

Sunday, October 2, 2016. President Scott Hagenson called the meeting to 

order at 9:45 AM. A voting quorum was present. Pastor Steve Brackett was 

present to represent the North Iowa Synod. He opened the meeting with 

prayer. The purpose of the meeting was to vote for the call of Pastor 

Melinda McVey McCluskey as associate pastor at two-thirds time. Pastor 

Joel spoke about our ministry at Salem and how Pastor Melinda fits well in 

that ministry. Ron Kvale spoke on behalf of the Council in favor of this call. 

Janelle Gilbertson made a motion to extend a call to Pastor Melinda as an 

associate pastor at two-thirds time. It was seconded by Sue Myli. A written 

ballot was used and the motion passed with 101 in favor and 10 voting no. 

The compensation package, in accordance with Synod guidelines, was out-

lined by Scott and totals $53,020.44. It was moved by Janelle Gilbertson 

and seconded by Bob Mannes to offer this compensation, as outlined, to 

Pastor Melinda. A written ballot was used and the motion passed with 95 

voting in favor and 10 voting no. Dan and Allison Rice and Jeremy and 

Janelle Gilbertson served as election officials. Pastor Brackett closed the 

meeting with prayer. A motion to adjourn was made by Bruce Adams and 

seconded by Sue Myli. All approved. 

Special Congregational Meeting 

October 2, 2016 

The Marine Corps Toys for Tots collection box will be outside the 

church office!  Unwrapped gifts may be placed in the box.  Monetary 

donations are also appreciated. 

Operation Christmas clothes will start in late November!                

Watch the bulletin for more information. 

You are welcome to place mittens, caps and scarves on the Mitten 

Tree by the pulpit anytime in December.  Gifts will be distributed   

locally and in the surrounding areas. 
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SALEM RECORDS OCTOBER 2016 

Memorials:   

Addie Rolands: Good Samaritan $20, Cemetery $10, 

Altar Guild $5, Mission Quilters $5, Pouring Chalices 

$100 

Milford Helgeson: Mission Quilters $5, Good         

Samaritan $20, Building  Repair $20, Cemetery $25, 

Altar Guild (pouring chalices) $105 

Arlene Ingebritson: Praise Creature Choir $20 

Funerals: 

Arlene Ingebritson 

Baptisms:  

Hazel Kay Myers 

 

“All Saints” Worship 

At All Saints worship on November 5th and 6th, we will remember the    

following people whose funerals were held at Salem since  All Saints Sunday 

last year.  We will also pray for their friends and loved ones, that God’s   

presence and promises would sustain them in faith, hope and peace.  

Roger Juveland 

Rudy Nelson 

Mylan Johnson 

Diane Brackey 

Glennes Nelson 

Ernie Langerud 

Alberta Heiny 

Darlene Madson 

Elaine Aamodt 

Paul Johanson 

Sterling Sanden 

Harold Groe 

Lovenea Groe 

Addie Rolands 

Milford Helgeson 

Arlene Ingebritson 

David Steffens, Sr. 
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Keep Your Fork 

Sunday, October 30th 

Judges: Helen Rice, Ruth Willier, Willie Skellenger, Lynn Lair, Candy 

Hanna, Vivian Richards, Violet Kvale, Dennis Madson, Rane Swenson 

Thank you to all the confirmation students that helped with set up, 

serving, and cleaning up!  And a big thank you to everyone who 

provided entertainment! 
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Senior Class 

First Place: Carole Hagen 

Second Place: Margaret Okland 

Third Place: JoAnn Villa 

Honorable Mention: JoAnn Villa 

Open Class 

First Place: Kris Severson 

Second Place: Travis Hoffman 

Third Place: Rhonda Schriever 

Honorable Mention: Shelley    

Hagenson 

Junior Class 

First Place: Summer 

Sterrenberg 

Second Place: Emily 

Severson 

Third Place: Thea    

Hoffman 

Honorable Mention: 

Sam Hagenson 







Salem Outreach 

 

10 

 

 

November Prayer Families 

 

November 6: David and Marlys Cavett, Earl and Cheryl Cavett,       
Gordon and Janet Cavett, Jennifer Cerbin, Matthew Chambers family 
 
November 13: Christopher Charlson, Harlan Charlson, John and Cathy 
Charlson, Matthew Charlton, Nathan Chodur, Sara Chodur 
 
November 20: Dale Cose, Jason Chose, Joshua Chose, Kathy Chose, 
Nancy Chose, Randy Chose, Cory and Kallie Christian family 
 
November 27: Roger Christiansen, Shannon Christiansen, Amber 
Christianson, Derek Christianson, Jill Christianson, Joel and Marlys 
Christianson 

Reserve your special date to sponsor the 2017 8:30 a.m.      
worship service broadcast on KIOW (107.3 FM) radio in Forest 
City.  The    service can also be heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable    
channel 2. Call the office to  reserve your dates.  Cost for 2017 is 
$83. 

 
Available dates are:   

  January 1,8,15  July 9,16,30 
  February 5, 26  August 6,13,20 
  March 26  September 3,17 
  April 2,16,23,30  October 8,15,22,29 
  May 7,14  November 5,12,19 
  June 11   December 3,10,24 

 

“God speaks to those who take time to 

listen, and he listens to those who take 

time to pray.” 
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November Volunteers 

Altar Guild 

Tuesday, Nov.1  at 7:00 pm 
 

Mission Quilters 

Monday, Nov. 14 at 1:00pm 
 

WELCA  Meeting 

Thursday, Nov. 17 at 2:00pm 

Hostess: Hannah Circle 

Program: Sarah Circle 

Altar Guild for October 

Marilyn Hoffman, Doris Tweed 

Communion Schedule 

Sundays, Nov. 6 and 20 

Saturdays, Nov. 5 and 19 
 

Mills Harbour & LMCC 

Wednesday,  Nov. 30 
 

Lake Mills Care Center 

Birthdays: Rhoda Circle 

Program:  Martha Circle 

Sunday 8:30 Worship 

6 Communion Servers: Ron and Phyllis Moen 

Reader: Tami Alphs 

Ushers:  Jeremy Gilbertson family 

Acolytes: Brooke Bergo, Chris Jamtgaard, Karli Helgeson 

13 Reader: Tyler Helgeson 

Ushers: Shawn Helgeson family 

Acolytes: Caleb Swanson, Tasha Swanson 

20 Reader:  Becky Shaw 

Ushers:  Jason Holtan family 

27 

 

 

Reader:  Elijah Stene 

Ushers: Erich Stene family 

Acolytes: Morgan Brainerd, Nicole Canny 

Salem Women of the ELCA 
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Care Giver’s Support Group 

 Tuesday, November 8th at 10:00 a.m. in the Lounge 

This meeting is open to anyone who is caring for a person 
with any type of chronic illness.  There is no fee, you do not 
have to sign up to come, you are not obligated to anyone.  

For more information, call Rachel at 641-530-5577. 

Stephen Ministry– A Way to Give Thanks to Our Lord 

November is the month we set aside  a day to give thanks to our Lord for 

the many blessings God has bestowed upon us.  Stephen Ministry is a 

way to use your gifts of compassionate caring, listening, and sharing 

God’s Word as you walk alongside a brother or sister in Christ.  By using 

your gifts the Lord has blessed you with through serving your neighbor, 

you are giving thanks to the Lord.  We are looking to start a new training 

course of Stephen Ministers.  If you are interested in becoming a       

Stephen Minister, please call Pastor Randy at 641-590-0727.  Stephen 

Ministry is a shared between One in Christ, Our Savior’s, and Salem. 

Hospice of North Iowa Tree Lighting Service 

The Hospice of North Iowa Tree Lighting Service will be held in Salem’s 

Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, December 13th at 6:00pm.  With  your gift to 

hospice, a light will be placed on the Tree of Life.  Every light on the Tree 

of Life celebrates and honors our loved ones and friends in a very special 

way.  A light in memory of a loved one who has died, is a reminder that 

despite the wintry effect death can bring, life can still be celebrated.  

Names of those you wish to remember and honor will be listed at the 

service.  Your contribution will help extend hospice care to others, so they 

can live the last months of their life in dignity, often in their own homes. 
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November/December Confirmation Schedule 

November 2: Food Scavenger Hunt 

November 4: Field Trip 

November 9: Class 2:30-4:00 

November 12: Food Packing Event 

November 16: Class 2:30-4:00 

November 23: No class 

November 30: Class 2:30-4:00 

 

December 7: Class 2:30-4:00 

December 14: Class 2:30-4:00 

December 21: Class 2:30-4:00 

December 28: No class 

 

 

The Board of Ed is looking for volunteers to help with Faith Formation on 

Sunday mornings, from 9:45-10:30.  All instructions and supplies will be 

provided!  Please contact the office or any Board of Ed or Board of Youth 

member if you would be willing to help.  There will also be a signup sheet 

on Sundays at Faith Formation. 

Volunteers Needed 

Faith Formation Reminder 

Faith Formation is Sundays at 9:45am.  Children meet in the chapel for 

songs, videos and a short lesson before dividing into small groups for 

games and crafts.   

The Faith Formation Worship Service begins at 10:30.   

Everyone is welcome!!! 

If your child will not be attending the worship service, please plan to 

pick them up inside the church, at the entrance to the chapel, at 10:30. 
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Our Saviors Lutheran Church– Leland–    

Turkey Supper 

November 5th, 2016 4:30-7:00pm 

Adults: $9.00 Kids 10 and under: $5.00 

Turkey, Dressing, Real Potatoes and Gravy, Squash, Corn, Buns, Pies 

Everyone Welcome! 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 24th , 11:00am-1:00pm 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

107 E Main, Lake Mills 

MENU: turkey, stuffing, potatoes, gravy, vegetable, roll, and pie 

Please call for reservations by November 18th, strictly for planning  

purposes.  Monetary or food bank donations will be accepted but are 

not required.  The purpose of this meal is to provide a “family” meal for 

anyone who may be alone, or for a family that would like to share this 

special day of thanks with others in our community.  

Deliveries available for shut-ins. 

Make reservations by calling 641-592-3389 

Tapestry Singers Advent Concert 

Join us in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, November 27th at 4:00pm 

Everyone is Welcome! 
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November 2016, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story 

November is National Adoption Month, and LSI is a proud partner of Iowa 

KidsNet, the statewide collaboration of agencies that helps Iowans become 

foster or adoptive parents for children in Iowa’s foster care system. Nation-

ally, there are over 101,000 youth waiting to be adopted from foster care, 

and thousands of teens age out of foster care every year without a perma-

nent family. We know there are no unwanted children, only unfound fami-

lies! To learn how you or someone you know can make a difference, visit 

www.IowaKidsNet.com. 

Taking Baby Steps: When his little sister was born, things started to 

change for Jaimee. His mom, Jaymee, noticed he began to act out more, 

and she was afraid he felt neglected while everyone focused on the new 

baby. He struggled to stay focused in school, he never wanted to get out of 

bed in the morning, and he often became frustrated. 

But after working with LSI’s Behavioral Health Intervention Services, six-

year- old Jaimee is creating a stronger, loving bond with his siblings and his 

mom. Jaimee began meeting with his BHIS worker, Jose. When the duo first 

met, Jaimee was quiet and reserved, and he would get frustrated with the 

new games Jose brought to play with him. 

Jaimee, his mom, and Jose now play games every week as a way to teach 

Jaimee to stay focused for longer periods of time. But Jaimee is learning 

how to use more than games to make each day better. Jose is teaching 

Jaimee new songs to help him stay calm in stressful situations. When it’s 

time to get up every morning, he sings a song to help him wake up and start 

the day. “Now he has songs he can use to get him through the day,” Jose 

says. “He’s a charming boy to work with. He’s a hard worker, and he’s come 

a long way.” 

When he’s not spending time watching his favorite movies, Jaimee has 

started playing more sports at home with his cousins. He especially loves to 

wrestle any time he can.“It’s all about the baby steps,” Jose says. “What 

might be a really small thing for him canbe a really huge change.” 

Thanks to our generous donors, LSI can continue to keep Jaimee moving 

forward. 
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