Salem Lutheran Church

OUTREACH
July 2015
We invite you to join us for our weekly Worship Services:
Sundays:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service – South Lawn (Weather Permitting)
Wednesdays:
6:00 p.m. Casual Worship Service– Fellowship Hall

Pastor Peter Soli
507.369.6303
Peter.Soli@DialogWorks.org
Pastor Melinda McCluskey
563.581.9965
melindamcmc@gmail.com
Ruth Sheldon, Organist
641.592.0184
Janelle Gilbertson, Communications Director
janelle.gilbertson@yahoo.com

MISSION
Salem Lutheran Church members have known and now extend to others the invitation
from Jesus Christ to know him and his gifts of forgiveness, hope, peace, and purpose.
Our desire is to be a welcoming place in service to the Lord who has welcomed us. We
seek to grow in our faith through meaningful worship and study. We seek to share the
gifts of Christ, both as individuals who reach out in love to our families, our community,
our workplaces, and our world, and also as a congregation reaching out with meaningful
and supportive services and programming to people of all ages. We seek to be servants,
following the example of our Lord Jesus, who said that the greatest life is not the one
lived simply for itself, but for the benefit of others.
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Message from Pastor Peter Soli

A Message from LSI (cont)

Belonging
By Pr. Peter Soli
“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me- just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father- and I lay down my life for the
sheep. I have other sheep that do not come from this
sheepfold. I must bring them too, and they will listen to my voice, so that
there will be one flock and one shepherd. This is why the Father loves me
because I lay down my life, so that I may take it back again. No one takes it
away from me, but I lay it down of my own free will. I have the authority to
lay it down, and I have the authority to take it back again. This commandment I received from my Father” John 10:14-18
He didn’t need to say it out loud; his stern face and mean eyes said
it all, “You don’t belong here.”
She chose to ignore their presence, to pretend they weren’t even
in the room. It was enough, along with avoiding eye contact, to
clearly communicate, “You don’t belong here.”
A couple of the men stood on either side of him with their hands
resting on his shoulders, questioning him, telling him, “You don’t
belong here.”

J

esus tells us that we belong. We are part of the flock, by virtue of the fact
that he lays down his life for sheep. Jesus determines membership in the
flock. The sheep certainly don’t.

It has turned violently ugly as of late. In Charleston, SC a young man acted on
an impulse to purify and rid the world of those who he (and others) do not
think belong. He took the lives of nine innocent people. As we get a picture of
the shooter, it appears that he didn’t feel he really belonged anywhere. The
emerging story is that he said he "almost didn't go through with it because
everyone was so nice to him." The people he came to kill had welcomed him
and tried to make him feel like he belonged.
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Helping Makayla See “Anything is Possible”
Things are looking up for 18-year-old Makayla.
“Now is the happiest I’ve been,” she said. “Things are getting better.”
Makayla was 15 years old when she had her son Levi. Makayla hasn’t seen her mom in ten years, and more than a
year ago her dad took his own life. Yet somehow Makayla
always has a smile on her face.
“People always complain about things, but you’re the only
one who can change them,” she said.
And she has changed things – with some help from LSI’s
early childhood services.
“A lot of families – especially teen moms – they don’t have
parents they can talk to. That’s where we can go in and be
very helpful,” said Julie, an LSI family support worker.
“Levi was six months old, and I didn’t know it was okay for
babies to still be in diapers at that stage,” Makayla said.
“And I was pretty excited that I could give him table food.”
Julie shared child development and parenting information
with Makayla, but most importantly, she boosted Makayla’s
confidence.

“I tend to see a lot of teen mothers, and this is one I’m super proud of,” Julie said. “She’s always had it in her. Now
she’s in an environment where she can grow.”
Makayla is now a high school graduate, has a job and
plans to study early childhood education.
She is a woman of hope.
“I like my mindset now,” she said. “I feel like anything is
possible.”
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A Message from LSI

Message from Pastor Peter Soli (cont)

God’s work.
Our hands.
As a social ministry organization
of the ELCA, Lutheran Services
in Iowa (LSI) is
so thankful for
your partnership
in ministry! This
month we also
want to give special thanks for the many congregations who
have made LSI a focus of a “God’s work. Our hands.” project.
Past “God’s work. Our hands.” projects have included donations of tools and handmade totes for dads enrolled in our
early childhood programs, plus children’s books, towel bundles, school supplies and backpacks. LSI has also been
blessed to receive “noisy” offerings, special offerings and
proceeds from yard work or luncheons. Some Sunday
School classes and youth groups have also encouraged
youth at LSI’s Beloit and Bremwood Residential Treatment
Centers through quilts and letters.
We thank you for your witness of God’s love and your service! If you are interested in ministering to those served by
LSI and would like to know more about current needs,
please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy
and church relations, at deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org.
LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/
LSI.iowa.

16

If we are to learn anything from this violent tragedy as well as violence that
rages around our country and world, we must do better at accepting, welcoming, and recognizing that we all, at least potentially, belong to the flock. We
need to drop the claim that it is our prerogative to judge others as the wrong
color, the wrong ethnic background, as too rich or poor for our blood, or
different and then to exclude that person. Yes, we need to protect ourselves,
set up boundaries, and make sure that we are smart when it comes to opening our doors to others. However, this thoughtful caution is not the same as
rejecting those different than us by giving them the evil eye, the cold shoulder, or the 5th degree.

So what do we do with our differences?
After all the church is made up of a diverse
group of people: young and old, male and
female, straight and gay, rich and poor,
white and colored, humble and proud, …
and the list goes on. Some of us like
hymns, some praise songs, some early
worship, some late worship, some don’t
like worship, some have reason to celebrate, some have reason to mourn, some
need a gentle encouraging word, some
need a swift kick to get going…and the list
goes on.

God must have some
greater idea and purpose
in creation to include such
a diversity that we ought
to respect it and give up on
the idea of making everything and everyone into
what we think is proper,
right, and acceptable.

Let us step back and remember how it is that we are part of the flock. We
don’t decide, God decides. We have been given life itself, because of God and
our Good Shepherd Jesus. It is time to acknowledge that we are not God and
accept that person who is different than we are. God must have some greater
idea and purpose in creation to include such a diversity that we ought to respect it and give up on the idea of making everything and everyone into what
we think is proper, right, and acceptable.

3

Salem Outreach

July 2015

Update from the Council

Worship Matters (Cont)

Council Minutes - June 8, 2015
President Harris Honsey called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Members present were
Harris Honsey, Scott Hagenson, Mike Swenson, Yvonne Beenken,
Allison Rice, Karla Eaton, Wayne VanVeldhuizen, Tami Alphs, Al
Skellenger, Keith Johnson, Steve Nelson and Pastor Soli. Pastor
Soli opened the meeting with devotions. It was moved by Scott,
seconded by Mike to accept the minutes of the previous
meeting. All approved.

vital and important for the future of Salem Lutheran. Please
watch for more information, special meetings, surveys, and the
like as we seek the best solution for the congregation.

Looking for a good home!
The Salem parade float is looking
for a new home. It is sitting on a
small trailer and fits through a 7’
garage door. If you are able to
store the float, please call the
office. If you have questions,
please call Janelle Gilbertson at
641.590.2986.

Secretary’s Report: Correspondence was received from The
Lake Mills Graphic concerning their Progress Edition. Harris will
check in to this.
Treasurer’s Report: Mike reported a checking account balance
of $17,651.50. Our total income for May was $21,691.25 and
expenses were $25,211.10. He expressed concern that our year
to date deficit is -$40,117.13 It was moved by Keith and seconded by Al to accept this report. All approved.
Financial Secretary’s Report: No report.
Board of Worship and Music: Al reported that they are considering the options available after the retirement of Bill Georgia.
So far, they have not found anyone to serve as music director for
the 10:30 service. They have begun preliminary discussions
about moving to one service on Sundays. Pastor Soli would like
to have a stable plan in place before our new pastor comes. The
board would like to hear ideas from the congregation about this
issue. Nothing has been decided yet.
Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: No report.
Board of Education: Allison reported that Vacation Bible School
is going well.
Board of Youth: Karla reported that they are planning summer
activities.
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Gary Froiland in Concert
Gospel & Bluegrass Music
4:0-0 p.m. concert, followed by lasagna
supper at 5:30.
Tickets $15
Saturday, July 25th at
Bethany Lutheran Church,
201 Franke St, Joice IA
Mark Sand will join Gary on several
songs playing his saw.
Tickets:
Becky Martinson: 641.588.3345
Bonnie Rodberg: 641.592.3422
Parish Office: 641.567.3550

Thank you!
We want to thank
each of you who
sent cards, called us,
or came to our
birthday party held
Sunday, June 14,
2015. It was indeed
humbling to be have
all the attention given to us. Thank you
so much!
Pastor & Marietta

Fundraiser for Bethany Church
Centennial Celebration
15
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Worship Matters
Pr. Peter Soli

Over this last year at Salem I enjoyed my spot at the keyboard
with the 10:30 praise band. Bill and I collaborated on choosing
music and shaping it to fit the theme for the Sunday. Bruce
and Brady faithfully offered their leads singing or on sax. This
summer at the 10:30 service I have tried to fill in and keep the
band going because I know that many in worship enjoy this
style of music, praise and worship.
The Worship and Music Board has had discussions about what
to do once the fall programing year begins. They have been
looking for a suitable replacement for Bill and for me (as I expect to be at Salem a relatively short amount of time). As I
write this there does not seem to be a suitable music director
at hand.
This leaves open the question of what to do in the fall. Ruth
Sheldon, Salem’s 8:30 organist, is committed to her time slot.
She has some flexibility in that she could stay at Salem until
10:00 am. At that time she needs to leave for other Sunday
commitments. At this time Salem does not have a back-up musician in place for the 10:30 worship time – neither organist
nor pianist.
There is conversation about going to one worship service on
Sunday. This would need to start no later than 9:00 if Ruth
Sheldon were to be the musician. We will be exploring this option along with other options for worship at Salem. As we do
this, we will want our conversations to recognize that worship
matters to all people. We will need to share our opinions and
ideas and listen to others as they share their opinions and ideas. We will need to do our best accept change, even if it is a
change which we did not choose.
The question of Salem’s Sunday morning schedule and worship
style will test the health and vitality of the congregation. It is
14

Board of Life and Growth: Tami reported that they are considering a plan to form service groups. Everyone in the congregation could be assigned to a group that would serve in various
ways for one month. This service could include serving coffee,
special events, minor upkeep around the church buildings. This
idea is also just in the preliminary stages and nothing has been
decided yet.

Board of Property and Management: No report.
It was moved by Wayne and seconded by Keith to accept these
reports. All approved.
Lead Pastor’s Report: Pastor Soli reported that much of his
time in May has been taken up with the work of the Call Committee. They will next consider questions to use during the interview process. He will attend a continuing education opportunity
in July. The parsonage vote was reviewed. He offered two ideas
to regain our financial strength. First, he suggested a Starting
Strong Appeal. This would be a short term pledge from our
members for the summer months when giving is usually the
weakest. Our goal would be to raise an extra $32,000. This
would be an additional gift of about $10 per week for each active
giver. He would introduce this appeal with a letter and pledge
card. It was moved by Mike and seconded by Steve to approve
this plan as outlined. All approved. Pastor Soli also recommended that we adjust our Benevolence to the Synod to reflect our
actual monthy income. It was moved by Mike and seconded by
Scott to approve this adjustment. All approved. Mike will begin
work on this.
Associate Pastor’s Report: Pastor Melinda submitted a written
report for May concerning her pastoral acts. She participated in
National Day of Prayer and the Baccalaureate Service. She accompanied Confirmation students to the WOW Zone in Mankato. She complete a four hour program “Safeguarding God’s People” required by the Synod. She expressed her thanks for exten5
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Update from the Council (cont)

sion of her vacation leave so she could be with her parents during their recent medical concerns.
Communication Director’s Report: Janelle submitted a written
report of her work in May including her posts to Facebook and
keeping the website up-to-date. She also assembled the June
Outreach.
It was moved by Al and seconded by Allison to accept the preceding 3 reports. All approved.

Next Blood Drive will be held
at Salem Tuesday, July 14,
1:00 – 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Schedule an appointment by calling 800-287
-4903 or online: www.lifeservebloodcenter.org/donate/

Old Business: There was no old business.
New Business: There were no visitors. Pastors Soli’s contract
will expire in July. He is in agreement to stay at Salem on a
month-by-month basis until a new pastor is hired. Scott made a
motion to adopt this plan, seconded by Mike. All approved.
We briefly reviewed the Congregational Meeting held on June 7.
Scott presented a landscaping proposal for the west side of the
Church and around the electronic sign. It would include new
rock, shrubs, and edging through Throne Landscaping and Three
Oaks Green house for not more than $5000. The amount could
be granted from the Enduring Gift Fund. It was moved by Mike
and seconded by Keith to accept this plan. All approved. The
Synod Assembly will be June12-14 at Wartburg College. Pastor
Soli, Pastor Melinda, Al Skellenger, Willie Skellenger, and Margaret Okland will attend. A motion to adjourn was made by Allison
and seconded by Keith. All approved. The next regular Council
meeting will be July 6. We closed the meeting with the Lord’s
Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Yvonne Beenken,
council secretary

SALEM RECORDS for June:
MARRIAGES:
Kessa Olson & Alex Meyer
Jacob Brekken & McKenzie Thomazin
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Special Council Meeting
A special meeting of the Salem Church Council, Transition Team,
and Call Committee was held June 1,2015. Council President
Harris Honsey called the meeting to order at 6:30. The purpose
of the meeting was to discuss the ministry site profile. The profile was presented by Cindy Haugsdal, Becky Helgeson, and Pastor Soli. Each section was described in detail as well as the
methods used to arrive at the conclusions. There was extensive
discussion but few changes were made. Scott moved to accept
and present the document, as amended, to the congregation,
seconded by Wayne. All approved. Tami moved and Scott seconded to adjourn the meeting. All approved. We closed with
the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Yvonne Beenken

The new audio visual system is
up and running!
We have started a sponsorship program for
the live internet broadcast of the10:30
a.m. worship service. Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday. At
this time most Sundays in 2015 are available for sponsorship. Call the
office to reserve a date. 641.592.1771
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Update from the Call Committee

Starting Strong
Pr Peter Soli
After the turbulent storms of the last few years, it must
feel to faithful Salem members like you have been fighting
to keep the church on course and from capsizing. It has
been an exhausting battle and the worst of it is behind you.
During the 17 months of intentional interim Salem Lutheran has been at port repairing the damage done and making
plans to once again sail. I give thanks for God’s presence
and guidance through these difficult times.
As the congregation prepares to call and welcome a new
pastor, this is the time to take on provisions and make
ready for the voyage ahead. Working through the Church
Council I have proposed a four-month Starting Strong Appeal with a goal of raising $32,000 in addition to regular
giving. This money is needed to restore the financial health
of the congregation.
Recently members received a mailing detailing the Starting
Strong Appeal. I encourage you to do as Sandy and I have
done and make a pledge to give above and beyond what
you would normally give during these four months. Please
return your pledge and begin making your additional contributions this month.
Your gifts will help Salem Lutheran become all the more
ready for the calling of a new pastor and for the voyage
ahead. I give thanks for all that you have done and will continue to do to support the ministry of Salem Lutheran.

The Ministry Site Profile was submitted on the ELCA website following
approval by the congregation on June 7, 2015. We received confirmation that the profile was received and passed on to our NE Iowa Synod
offices. The call committee met the following week to begin preparations for the interview process. We now await to be contacted by Pastor Brackett, assistant to the bishop, and will then meet with him to
prepare for interviews and hopefully review the profiles of possible
candidates that he may have for Salem.
We ask for your continued prayers for this process, for Salem and for
our future pastor!
Cindy Haugsdal, Call Committee Chairman

Special Congregational Meeting
A special congregational meeting of Salem Lutheran Church was
held Sunday, June 7, 2015. President Harris Honsey called the
meeting to order at 9:45 AM. A voting quorum was present.
The first item of business was to vote on the proposal to authorize the Salem Church Council to pursue the possibility of acquiring a parsonage. Pastor Soli and members of the congregation
offered remarks concerning this issue. A paper ballot was used.
The proposal was defeated on a vote of 29 in favor and 49
voting against. Charles and Diane Gardner and Lyle and Orloue
Thompson served as the voting officials. The second item of
business was to approve the Ministry Site Profile as presented
by the Call Committee. It was moved by Al Skellenger and seconded by Shelley Hagenson to accept the profile. All approved.
It was moved by Mark Alphs and seconded by Margaret Okland
to adjourn the meeting. All approved. The meeting adjourned
at 10:10.
Respectfully submitted,
Yvonne Beenken, council secretary
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Independence Day

Ministry Opportunities

Notice: Offices will be closed
Friday, July 3rd to observe
Independence Day.
God Bless America!

Lake Mills Food Bank
2 -5 pm, every Monday
Located in the lower level of the Helgeson Civic
Center, NE corner of Main & Mill St.
Needed: Paper Sacks
We have recently been fully approved to be a
partner with the Food Bank of Iowa!
We will have to pick up food – a month’s supply
– in Des Moines.
Needed:

Drivers and volunteers to pick up food (This will require loading and unloading.)

Pick-up/trailer or small box truck (The food bank will
reimburse gasoline)

If you are able and willing to help in any of these
ways, please contact Pastor Bill – 641.567.3675
Food runs begin started in June.
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Next meeting is
Tuesday, July 14
10:00 a.m. in Salem’s
Lounge

We are looking for
volunteers to help run
the video equipment for
the contemporary service. You will be
trained! Please let us know if you are
interested!

This meeting is open
to anyone who is caring for a person with
any type of chronic
illness. There is no
fee — you do not
have to sign up to
come,

Reserve your special
date to
sponsor the
2013 8:30 a.m.
worship service broadcast
on KIOW (107.3 FM) radio in Forest City. The
service can
also be heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable
channel 2.

Care Giver’s
Support Group

you are not obligated
to anyone. For more
information call Rachel at 641.530.5577.

Call the office to reserve your dates.

Cost for 2015 is $83.
Dates available for 2015:
Oct 18, Nov 1, 29, Dec 6, 13, 27

Music Director - Salem Lutheran Church,
Lake Mills is seeking talented musician/
performer to lead contemporary worship
and choir. This part-time position includes
scheduling on Wednesday evenings
and Sunday mornings. Salary is competitive and commensurate with experience. Please send resume to: 401 S. Lake
St., Lake Mills, IA
11
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Ministry Opportunities

Please
make sure
we are
good
neighbors
to the St.
James Catholic church. With worship
at similar times, please make sure
you are not parking in their parking
lot. Thank you in advance!

Prayer Families
July 5
Amy Kroger, Shawn Kroger, Haley
Krull, Gloria Kvale, Paul Kvale,
Ronald Kvale, Roy Kvale, Shirley
Kvale, Violet Kvale, Bob/Linda Lair
July 12
Amanda Lampman, Samantha
Lampman, Shawn/Pam Lampman
Family, Ernest/Sue Langerud, Gloria Langerud, Bruxen Langfald,
Bryker Langfald, Ronald/Ardis
Langfald, Andrew/Heather Lauen
Family, Joe/Lanelle Lawson
July 19
Randy Lawson, Joshua Lee,
Kathryn Lee, Lynette Lee, Rachel
Lee Family, Kenneth Lein, Andrew
Leuwerke, Matthew/Jennifer Levine, Jeffrey Lien Family, Milo Lien

SALEM WOMEN of the ELCA
Altar Guild for July
Tuesday, July 7, 7:00 p.m.
Mission Quilters

Salem is responsible for the Tuesday
volunteers. Let us know if you would
be willing to help! 10:45am-12:30pm

Monday, July 13, 1:00 p.m.
WELCA Meeting
Thursday, July 16, 2:00 p.m.
Hostess: Hannah Circle
Program: Mission Quilters

July 26
Ashley Linquist, David/Alyson Linquist, Duane Linquist, Ellen Lodin
Family, Reynaldo/Rosa Andino
Lopez Family, Lou/Steph Lorenson
Family, David Sr/Loraine Low, Terry Madlem, Dennis/Darlene Madson, Heather Madson

Altar Guild for July
Gladys Biehl
Shannon Bruhns
Communion Schedule
Sundays, July 5 & 19
Wednesdays, July 8 & 22
Mills Harbour & LMCC
Wednesday, July 22
Lake Mills Care Center
Birthday Gifts: Sarah Circle
Program: Martha Circle
10
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