SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
February 9 - 15

God’s Imperfect People
“Go in peace, share the good news.” Week after week Christians gather
together, hear the word proclaimed, share a meal, and are sent out to bear the
good news of God in Christ Jesus to a hungry, needy world. Inside though, we
wonder why God has entrusted such an important mission to people like us.
God’s prophets and apostles carried the same anxieties. Isaiah declares, “l am a
man of unclean lips.” Paul asserts, “I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be
called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God.” Peter responds to
Jesus’ miracle of plenty by saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful
man!” Yet, without question, God used these flawed and fragile human beings to
proclaim God’s mercy and love.
In a world where we are constantly being told that we are insufficient—that we
do not have enough, know enough, or matter enough—God’s trust in our
capacities seems imprudent, even irrational. But notice, Jesus precedes a call to
discipleship with a miracle pointing to God’s abundant provision, signaling that
we will be given all we need.
Martin Luther writes in The Babylonian Captivity of the Church, “What | accept, |
accept not on my own merits or by any right that | may personally have to it. |
know that | am receiving more than a worthless one like me deserves; indeed, |
have deserved the very opposite. But | claim what | claim by the right of a
bequest and of another’s goodness” (Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings,
ed. Timothy Lull [Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1989], p. 302).
Jesus meets us at the shorelines of our own lives, going about our daily work,
and calls us to lifelong discipleship. Caught up in God’s abundant grace, and fed
out of that bounty, we are commissioned to go catch others.



THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Isaiah 6:1-8 Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 138 Psalm 1

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 5:1-11 Luke 6:17-26

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.

THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Dolly Gregor, Gary Heimdal, David & Lorinda
Groe, Steven, Melissa, Lukas, Katelyn and Megan Groe, Kevin, Jolene and Kray
Grothe, Randy, Christi, Samuel and Katelyn Grothe

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

9-Helen Rice 12-Ryan Knudtson 14-Hannah Sterrenberg
10-Tasha Swanson 13-Hayden Wempen 14-Bill Tweeten
11-Faith Stene 13-Lillian Brackey 14-Andrew Hengesteg
11-Kelsey Kirschbaum 14-Tyler Christian 15-Sue Langerud
11-Stella Gonsalez 14-Marjorie Senne 15-Chalsea Roder

15-James Weisenborn

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 2/2/25: S 3,477 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 2/3/25: $ 16,250 62
LAST YEAR: as of 2/3/24: $ 14,930

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S 1,320

February 23rd: Faith Formation children will sing during worship and afterwards

they will be playing bingo in the Fellowship Hall. The Youth Board invites
everyone to join them for BINGO! Fun and Fellowship for all ages!!
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Thank you to everyone who was so kind to take me to the cancer center for my
treatments and a special thank you to Marci for arranging all those rides.
--Connie Sabin

Help Our Teachers: Each year about this time, the school teachers run out of
simple classroom needs. They buy these items out of their own pocket. We can
help with these simple supplies. During the month of February we are collecting:
Boxes of Kleenex, Folders with pockets, Pencils and Glue sticks. Please Leave
items in the basket in the Narthex. Thank you! --Board of Life & Growth

Connect - Accept - Respond - Empower, show your CARE, locally; with an
opportunity brought to you, by the Trevor Project. "LGBTQ+ Suicide
Prevention & Sensitivity Training: The Trevor Project’s CARE (Connect,
Accept, Respond, Empower) Training is an interactive and intensive training
that provides adults with an overview of suicide among lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer & questioning (LGBTQ) youth, and the different
environmental stressors that contribute to their heightened risk for suicide.”

e Are you an adult who has the opportunity to impact, serve or support youth in
our, or a surrounding, community?

e Do you feel all young people deserve care and safety, peace and community?

e Are you an ally with a desire to have an impact?

e Are you uncomfortable with this topic, but also open to accepting that
discomfort doesn't need to mean exclusion?

e Does every young person in your community deserve to feel safe, and valued?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, Consider setting aside 90
minutes of your time on Sunday, February 9th. Event starts at 1:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall. (with plenty of time to still catch the Super Bowl game) It
might just save a life.

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--Feb 16, 23, March 9, 16, 23, 30,
May 4, June 15, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 14, Oct 5, 19,
26, Nov 2, 16, 23, 30, Dec 7, 28. Cost is $40. Call: 592-1771




ALL ARE INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER THE SERVICE

SUNDAY 2/9
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

1:00pm-2:30pm CARE Training-Fellowship Hall
MONDAY 2/10

1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN
WEDNESDAY 2/12

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room

THURSDAY 2/13

6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library

SUNDAY 2/16

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 12/31/24 is $61,434.32
The total received as of 2/3/25 is $168,682. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways—

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex.

(There is a much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program)
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