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February 8 - 14 
 

It’s Time to Lighten Up! 

This is a strange time of year. The days are short, the nights are long, and even 

though we dream of more daylight, we walk around hoping against hope that 

there won’t be enough sunshine produced for a rodent (okay, a groundhog!) to 

see its own shadow. A quick scan of today’s news can be equally as bleak. It is 

time for a little more light in an otherwise dark and dreary time. 

Enter Epiphany. The missional emphasis of this season shines like a beacon of 

light and hope in the dead of winter, bringing good news in the middle of this 

world’s not-so-good news. This week God provides the mission in Isaiah—feed 

the hungry, care for the homeless, clothe the naked. Upon accomplishing this 

mission God tells the people, “Your light shall break forth like the dawn.” Paul 

continues his Spirit-led mission, encouraging the church in Corinth, “No eye has 

seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for 

those who love him.” Jesus teaches his disciples, “You are the light of the 

world. . . . Let your light shine before others” (Matt. 5:14, 16). Through these 

words in Jesus’ sermon, he gives followers of every day and age a mission to 

share the light which scatters the darkness. 

Whether you are looking in the news or out the window, things may seem pretty 

dark and dreary at this time of year, but do not miss the light of Epiphany! We 

are indeed created in God’s image, therefore the spark of the divine is alive in all 

of us. The light shines through us as we live out God’s mission for our lives each 

day. As Epiphany continues, we should all be prepared to let our light shine and 

share the good news. 



NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 

Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 

Matthew 5:13-20 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalm 2 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: George & Kathy Henderson, Andrew Hengesteg, 
Michael & Donna Hengesteg, Richard, Tanya and Jadyn Hengesteg, Sarah 
Hengesteg, Steven Hengesteg, Judy Hermanson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
8-Sue Myli 
9-Helen Rice 
10-Tasha Swanson 
11-Faith Stene 

11-Kelsey Kirschbaum 
11-Stella Gonsalez 
12-Ryan Knudtson 
13-Hayden Wempen 
13-Lillian Brackey 
 

14-Tyler Christian 
14-Marjorie Senne 
14-Hanna Sterrenberg 
14-Bill Tweeten 
14-Andrew Hengesteg 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST WEEK: 2/1/26:            No update this               Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 2/1/26:            week due to the                                66 
LAST YEAR: as of 2/1/25:           financial secretary  
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:     being unavailable 
 

Memorials Given In January 
Lois Fritz--$30—General Fund 
 

January 15 Blood Drive Results:  28 Eligible Donors, 31 Units Collected 
Up to 93 lives saved or sustained. Milestones: Benjamin Barringer—1 Gallon, 
James Barrett—5 Gallons, Mary Peterson—7 Gallons, Allan Dahl—11 Gallons 
 

Auto Giving: Would you like to increase your giving this year with the Simply 
Giving program or start Auto Giving (ACH withdrawals)? Please contact the office 
and leave a message 641.592.1771 (save a check & save an envelope) 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Thank you to Tim & Joan (Skellenger) Platz for donating 120 place settings of 
stainless flatware to Salem in Memory of Joan’s Mother, Martha Bakke. We 
appreciate this generous gift and thank you so much! 
 

Help Our Teachers: Each year about this time, the school teachers run out of 
simple classroom needs. They buy these items out of their own pocket. We can 
help with these simple supplies. During the month of February we are collecting:  
Boxes of Kleenex, White Elmers Glue, Dry Erasers, Playdoh, Pencil Sharpeners 
with shaving catchers and Ticonderoga Pencils. Please leave items in the basket 
in the Narthex. Thank you! --Board of Life & Growth 
 

Offering Envelopes: If you would like to save Salem the cost of sending you 
offering envelopes, you can let the office know to stop sending them and use 
any envelope you wish and simply write your name on the envelope. 
 

Summer Camp:  Does your child want to attend summer bible camp? Check out 
your favorite summer camp website now, most of them have an early bird 
discount. Parents—after the down payment is complete, email your confirm-
ation letter with balance due to Marci at salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com 
and Salem will cover the rest of the registration fee (no extras). 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars:  The deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
is approaching at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of 
dollars, at no cost to you, to help with projects at Salem and  we ask that you 
please continue to support this valuable program. How to direct Thrivent Choice 
Dollars® By phone:   Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say 
“Thrivent Choice.”  Step 2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.”  Step 3— Say 
or enter your Social Security number.  Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars.  
Step 5— Talk to a representative to direct Choice Dollars. 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: Feb 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 17, June 
28, July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, 
Dec 27.  Cost is $40.  Call 592-1771 to reserve your dates. 

mailto:salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com


AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 2/8 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

MONDAY 2/9 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
 

WEDNESDAY 2/11 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
 

Thursday 2/12 
9:30am Fine Arts Guild Meeting-Lounge 
 

SUNDAY 2/15 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect 
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or 
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week…Mon & Tues: 11am-5pm, Wed: Closed, 
Thurs-Fri 11am-5pm (Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills or visit website www.salemlakemills.com 
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