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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
February 5, 2023 — 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Wayne VanVeldhuizen

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes:

Ushers: Linda Helgeson, Craig Haugsdal, Becky Helgeson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for February: Shelley Hagenson
Worship Coordinator: Becky Helgeson

The Live Stream Broadcast is given in Loving Memory of Dana Haugsdal’s
Birthday, from Craig & Cindy Haugsdal & Family. Dana’s Birthday is February 1st.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184

joelguttormson@gmail.com Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 Salem Office: 641.592.1771

shelby@wctatel.net salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares
that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry,
the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their
good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to
shine with the light of Christ.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Holy God,

Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your Word in
the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call.
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.

We thank you, O God.

Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your
righteousness, healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted.

For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.

We worship you, O God.

By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the
body of Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your
Son. For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God.

We praise you, O God.

Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and forever.
Amen.



We stand for the gathering hymn.

GATHERING SONG Rise, Shine, You People! ELW #665
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1t Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - ftered
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high wn - furl - ing
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son 1o save us,
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our hu-man sto -ry; God In him is cen - tered. He comes to
he  brings us  free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
— = i — —
e
J 3 [ ! % i = [ § )]
us, by death and sin sur-round -ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom -en, who by guilt are dnv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go  out and tell the sto - 1y of Je-sus glo - ry.
Spir - it calls from ev-'ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you.
By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and

power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord
Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME The Right Kind of Fast

Whirl Story Bible p.134



WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-12
"Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. “Yet day after day they
seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me
righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. ““Why do we fast, but you
do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your
own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. “Look, you fast only
to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do
today will not make your voice heard on high. °Is such the fast that | choose, a
day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in
sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?

°Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? ‘Is it not
to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own
kin? “Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall
spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LorD shall
be your rear guard. ““Then you shall call, and the LorD will answer; you shall cry
for help, and he will say, Here | am.

“°If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking
of evil, '’if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the
noonday. "' The LorD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in
parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. *“Your ancient ruins shall
be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be
called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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SCRIPTURE SONG Let Justice Flow like Streams ELW #717
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Letrigh-tecus-ness roll  on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,

3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure frue,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er- flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed m - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

SECOND READNG 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
"When I came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. “For | decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And | came to you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. “My speech and my proclamation
were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, “so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the
power of God.

®Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this
age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. ‘But we speak God’s
wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.
°None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,

what God has prepared for those who love him”—
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. “"For what human being knows what is truly
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what
is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. "“Now we have received not the spirit of



the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God.

Word of God. Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
We stand for the reading of the gospel
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW #671
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send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

GOSPEL Matthew 5:13-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “*“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and
trampled under foot.

““You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. "’"No one
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all in the house. ‘°In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have
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come not to abolish but to fulfill. “*For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. “Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. “’For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY This Little Light of Mine ELW #677
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2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sys gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.



RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
Is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We will be seated for the prayers.

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give
the church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and
practiced injustice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark
night. Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know
well. Bring healing to lands and communities experiencing natural disasters.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and
industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and
raise up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice righteousness.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an
end to hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in
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their homes or violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your
commandments, that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our
trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you
for all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in
our remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayers.
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power
revealed in Christ crucified. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power,
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore,
through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod
bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come ELW #314
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The  Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;
3 A - rise, your light has come! All  you in sor-row bom,
4 A - rise, your light has come! The  moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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