SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
February 23 — March 1

The promise and its fulfillment may not look at all alike, even though they are
intimately connected. Paul speaks about seeds and plants as he tries to picture
resurrection life. Joseph’s brothers never thought they would see him alive
again, so how shocking he must have appeared to them as an Egyptian leader!
Jesus invites us to sow seeds of new life by loving enemies.

THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Genesis 45:3-11, 15 Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 Psalm 99
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
Luke 6:27-38 Luke 9:28-36 [37-433]

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Ovila Hanna, Mike & Gail Hanson, Brian
Hanson, David & Annette Hanson, Kathleen Hanson

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
23-Tracy Cox 24-Gracie Pederson 28-Kenley Helgeson
28-Jersey Budach 1-Emeryn Wempen

February 23rd: Faith Formation children will sing during worship and afterwards

they will be playing bingo in the Fellowship Hall. The Youth Board invites
everyone to join them for BINGO! Fun and Fellowship for all ages!!
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 2/16/25: S 3,341 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 2/17/25: $ 21,382 49

LAST YEAR: as of 2/17/24: S 26,825

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $-5,443

Understanding Grief & Loss Support Group: 5 consecutive Mondays 5:30-7pm,
March 10--April 7, MercyOne North lowa Hospice House 232--2nd Street SE
Mason City. For any Adult grieving a death that occurred at any time. No Charge.
Limited Space. Call Autumn to register 641-428-6267

Help Our Teachers: Each year about this time, the school teachers run out of
simple classroom needs. They buy these items out of their own pocket. We can
help with these simple supplies. During the month of February we are collecting:
Boxes of Kleenex, Folders with pockets, Pencils and Glue sticks. Please Leave
items in the basket in the Narthex. Thank you! --Board of Life & Growth

Worship Volunteers Needed: If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read or sing in
the liturgical choir, please sign up in the Narthex. If you would like to learn how
to help with sound, monitors or live stream, call the office.

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 1/31/25 is $62,534.32
The total received as of 2/17/25 is $168,682. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways—

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex.

(There is a much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program)



http://www.salemlakemills.com/

Thrivent Choice Dollars: To those Salem members with Thrivent financial
products, the deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars is approaching
at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of dollars, at no cost
to you, to help with projects at Salem and we ask that you please continue to
support this valuable program. Thank you!

How to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® Online:

Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Step 2—Click on “log in” at the top
right of your screen and enter your MyThrivent user ID and password. (If you
haven’t registered on Thrivent.com, click on “register” to register.)

Step 3— Look for your designated Choice Dollars on the right side of the screen.
Step 4—Click on “Direct Choice Dollars” in the Thrivent Choice® box on your
MyThrivent page. Step 5— Search the catalog of organizations to find the
organization you want to select.

Step 6—Click on “Direct Choice Dollars Now” to direct your designated Choice
Dollars to benefit that organization.

How to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® By phone:

Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”
Step 2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.”  Step 3— Say or enter your
Social Security number.  Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars

Step 5— A representative will then work with you to direct Choice Dollars.

Volunteers Needed: The Youth Board is making weekly plans for music, games,
crafts & activities, BUT.....we NEED your help to make Faith Formation a success.
Please consider donating your time to supervise and interact with the children of
Salem. No planning, experience or training needed. Just pick a date that works
with your schedule and sign up on the bulletin board across from the chapel.
Thank you to everyone that is helping to create memories for these children.

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and
will take action on behalf of others. If you will pray for those in need, sign-up in
the Narthex. If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call the office and
the prayer request will get sent out. If there is no answer, leave a message. All
requests will be confidential among the prayer chain ministry. Thank you!




Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person
included in the prayer chain, please call the office.

Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few
other kids’ items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make
sure donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be
left inside the south entrance anytime.

The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2:00-5:00pm every Monday for anyone in
need of additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the
Lake Mills School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed
at the south entrance. Anyone in need of food when the food shelf is not open,
please feel free to call and leave a message at 641-592-1771.

Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 13, 2025 - 6:30 pm

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order.

Members present: Delane Behr, Bruce Adams, Sue Langerud, Mike Swenson,
Marci Prescott

Absent: Mary Peterson, Laura Gardner

Approve Marilyn Hoffman as Secretary: Mike moved to approve Marilyn
Hoffman as Secretary, seconded by Bruce. All approved.

Secretary’s Report: January council minutes were available for review. There
were no additions or corrections.

Mike moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Sue. All approved.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided.

Total income for January 2025 $13,801.75

Total Expenses for January 2025 $13,780.67 (Income less expense $21.08)



Checking account balance (1/31/25) $143,468.02
FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (1/31/25) $62,534.32
CD’s at FTSB (1/31/25) Reserves $27,287.12

CD at MBT (1/31/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report.
2025 YTD total offerings (1/27/25) $12,773

2024 YTD total offerings (1/27/25) $12,270

Bruce moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Mike. All
approved.

Board Reports

Board of Worship and Music: Mary was not present and no written report was
provided. Bruce shared that the board was making plans for Easter and special
music. Willie Skellenger has offered to burn palms with students to make the
ashes for Ash Wednesdays and also make bread for Maundy Thursday with the
5% grade first communion students.

Board of Life & Growth: Sue a provided a written and verbal report: The board is
collecting boxes of Kleenex, folders with pockets, pencils and glue sticks for the
school teachers because they often run out of these supplies as they get into 2™
semester and have to buy them out of pocket. Will be serving on the 23" during
bingo, will be provide Lenten prayer calendars on Ash Wednesday.

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: No report.

Board of Property and Management: Mike did not provide a written report, a
verbal report was given. A new auto door lock system is getting installed with
the alley door and south door also getting added to the system. The south door
will have key card access, card will be provided to necessary people. The Pastor’s
office has been painted and repairs were done. The west class rooms are getting
cleaned and organized.



Board of Youth: Marci provided a written and verbal report: Confirmation
students went bowling with One In Christ confirmation students in Forest City.
Kids will sing on Feb. 23™, BINGO will be held in the fellowship hall after service
the same day, everyone is welcome. Fifth grade students will have first
communion classes on March 30, April 6 and 13. Palm Sunday (April 13) kids will
sing, there will be a bake sale and the kids will have an Easter egg hunt. The
board will ask for donations of goodies for the bake sale, plastic eggs and candy
for the Easter egg hunt. On April 17" the 5% grade students will have a dinner
and then receive their first communion at the Maundy Thursday service. The last
day of Faith Formation will be April 27™ and there will be a service project that
day. Affirmation Sunday is May 4", Graduation Sunday is May 18%"; the board
will give confirmands and graduates gifts.

Pastor Report: None
Mike moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Bruce. All approved.
Old Business:

A. Call Committee Report: No update

B. Capital Project Update: No update

C. Heating/AC Project in East Education Wing: Heat is working, AC will be
completed in the spring

New Business:

A. Affirmation of Baptism — May 4, 2025 — 9:00am
B. New members — None

C. Transfers/statistical adjustments — None

D. Next Meeting: March 13, 2025

Bruce moved the meeting to be adjourned, seconded by Mike. All approved. The
meeting was adjourned.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,

Marci Prescott






ALL ARE INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR BINGO AND FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY 2/23
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am BINGO (Everyone Welcome!)-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 2/24
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN

WEDNESDAY 2/26
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room
5:45pm Worship & Music Board Meeting-Library

6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room

SUNDAY 3/2
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--March 9, 23, 30, May 4, June 29, July
13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28. Cost $40.

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...
Mon: 10am-2pm, Tues: 10am-5pm, Wed: 10am-2pm, Thurs: 10am-5pm,
Fri: 10am-2pm. (Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open)




