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The Devil Doesn’t Wear Tights 
No one believes in the existence of the devil these days, do they? Do you? 
Perhaps we can thank Hollywood and Halloween’s marketing blitz for our casual 
if not incredulous approach to the devil’s existence. Pointy horns, pitch forks, 
red costumes, and box office ticket sales continue to shape our culture’s 
collective consciousness of the devil. Though red tights and long tails may be a 
frightening thought as you consider a costume for a Halloween party, they do 
nothing to communicate the true terror of an honest-to-God encounter with the 
devil’s power. 
This Lent we are called to expunge the fantastical images of the devil from our 
minds and think seriously about the real presence of evil in our world. We know 
firsthand about the sin that caused, causes, and will cause suffering to us, our 
loved ones, our neighbors, our global communities, and creation itself. Sin is 
real; suffering is real; evil is real; indeed, the devil is real. This oppressive, 
tangible reality is as real as the air we breathe—felt but not always seen. Greed, 
envy, rage, hatred, war, discrimination, and apathy are just some of the ways the 
devil’s forces wreak havoc upon us. These forces have one goal and one goal 
only: to turn us away from the will of God. 
Matthew’s gospel reorients us to the truth of the devil’s power, and calls us to 
name Satan’s presence in the world. In the wilderness Jesus encounters an evil 
as real as its opposite, resurrection. The great tempter seeks to undermine 
Jesus’ mission before he even begins; testimony that evil has much to fear of our 
Jesus! Nonetheless, Jesus will not be dissuaded. “Away with you, Satan!” 
proclaims the redeemer of the cosmos. Thus, the Lenten journey begins—a 
journey that takes us to the cross, where the devil is named and crushed 
underfoot. 



NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Psalm 32 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Genesis 12:1-4a 

Psalm 121 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

John 3:1-17 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Mark & Patti Honsey, Krishna Hughes, Braylon and 
Kalen Hanson, Steven & Kathryn Iverson, Lois, Samantha and Christopher 
Jamtgaard, Janice Janssen 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
23-Tracy Cox 24-Gracie Pederson 

 

28-Jersey Budach 
28-Kenley Helgeson 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST WEEK: 2/15/26:            $    3,160                   Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 2/17/26:            $  29,112                                    89 
LAST YEAR: as of 2/17/25:         $  21,382    
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:     $    7,730 
 

Help Our Teachers: Each year about this time, the school teachers run out of 
simple classroom needs. They buy these items out of their own pocket. We can 
help with these simple supplies. During the month of February we are collecting:  
Boxes of Kleenex, White Elmers Glue, Dry Erasers, Playdoh, Pencil Sharpeners 
with shaving catchers and Ticonderoga Pencils. Please leave items in the basket 
in the Narthex. Thank you! --Board of Life & Growth 
 

Steeple Project Update: Total available balance as of 1/30/26 is $28,406 
Total received as of 2/9/26 is $173,207 Please remember to note the “Steeple 
Project” in memo. All contributions towards this project are greatly appreciated! 
 

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
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Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday February 3, 3026—6:30PM 

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order 

Members present: Marci Prescott, Delane Behr, Shannon Bruhns, Sondra 

Nelson, Mary Peterson, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Marilyn Hofman 

Members absent: Laura Gardner 

Sondra opened the meeting with devotions and prayer. 

Secretary’s Report: January Minutes were reviewed by Council with no addition 

or corrections. 

Bruce made motion to approve minutes, seconded by Marilyn. All approved. 

Communication and Correspondence: Received 2 anonymous donations of 

$50.00 each which were deposited into the general fund. 

Treasurer’s Report: Marilyn provided a written and verbal report. 

Total income for January 2026: $17,411.00 

Total Expenses for January 2026: $23,092.43 (Income less expenses) -$5,681.43 

Checking Account Balance (02/03/26) $182,928.13 

Checking Account Balance at FTSB/ Tuckpointing (02/03/26) 28,406.55 

CD at MBT/Ness Estate (02/03/26) $41,774.60 Renews 10/12/26 

CD at FTSB/Reserves (02/03/26) 27,287.12 Renewed on 01/27/26 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Laura provided a written report 

2026 Total offerings (01/25/26) $19,762.00 

2025 Total offerings (01/27/25) $12,773.00 



Mike moved to accept the Treasurer & Financial reports, seconded by Sondra. 

Approved 

Board Reports: 

Board of Worship & Music:  Shannon provided a written & verbal report. 

         The 2026-27 Board of Music and Worship met Jan 28th opening with prayer. 

All members were in attendance including Bruce Adams, Willie Skellenger, 

Brooke Swanson, Jenelle Pierce, Shannon Bruhns and Altar Guild representative 

Sharon Johnson. 

Previous minutes were approved by consent. 

New member Jenelle Pierce was welcomed to the board and an overview of 

board activities and roles was provided. 

Sharon was given Calendar Year A Sunday dates/parament color/communion 

schedule for February including for Ash Wednesday set up with photo guide to 

share with Altar Guild members.  Sharon took down names of presiding Pastors 

scheduled for February which are as follows: Feb 1 – Pastor Judith Wozniak, Feb 

8 – Pastor Steve Smith, Feb 15 – Pastor John Holt, Feb 18 (Ash Wednesday) - 

Pastor John Holt--Service begins 7:00 pm, Feb 22 – Pastor Judith Wozniak 

Shannon will contact Lyle Thomson to set up cross for Ash Wednesday. 

Banner over door to sacristy will be switched out for Lent 

Jenelle was assigned to contact for Pulpit Supply beginning April and was given 

updated pulpit supply list from NEIA Synod along with those for Western Iowa 

Synod and Southwestern Minnesota Roster Worship Supply and Layperson 

Supply requested of and provided by Pastor Stephen Brackett.  Music and 

Worship will continue to utilize rostered Pastors to preside during worship. 

Pulpit Supply rate has increased from $175 per service to $200 per service.  

Current IRS mileage rate remains as an addition to pulpit supply rate. 



Shannon attended Worship Planning for Lay Leaders Zoom meeting Jan 15.  This 

was meeting was arranged by NEIA Synod Pastor Kristen Corr Rod.  Pastor Luther 

Thoresen gave the presentation which was primarily focused around worship 

music and licensing. 

Pastor Thoresen will be invited to the next board meeting to discuss further with 

all members. 

Next meeting Wednesday, Feb 25th at 5:45pm in the library. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Board of Life & Growth: Sondra provided a written & verbal report. 

Meeting on Jan 15th at 10:30 am 

Sue opened the meeting with devotions(Psalm 40) and prayer. The Christmas 

decorations are stored in Room 14.  The garland will be replaced and Kathy is 

checking on wreath options and prices. The board served cookies & coffee at the 

Annual meeting. Sue will review the prayer chain & we talked about making plan 

for home visits.  We will have wooden crosses for Easter & will continue to meet 

on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 10:30. Our next meeting will be Feb 19th. We 

closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Board of Stewardship & Social Ministry: No Report 

Board of Property & Management: Mike provided a written & verbal report 

Electric heat was installed in 3 classrooms on the west hallway in the Education 

Wing. The cost was $2,800.00 and was paid for by a donation.  They received a 

thank you from Lifewise which thanked Salem for letting them use our building 

for their classes. 

Board of Youth & Education:  Marci provided a written & verbal report. 

Confirmation Students will go bowling with One In Christ tomorrow (Feb 4th). 

Faith Formation will sing during worship on Feb 15th.  First Communion classes 



for 5th graders will be held during Faith Formation in the choir room on March 

8th,15th & 29th. Letters will be sent out to those families with additional 

information. Those students & their families will have a special meal/event 

before they receive their first communion during the Maundy Thursday service.  

Our annual Easter egg hunt will be on March 29th during Faith Formation & we 

will be asking for donation of candy to fill the eggs. We will have our annual 

fundraiser bake sale on April 12th & Faith Formation will sing that day during 

worship.  We will be asking for donation of goodies & snack items for the bake 

sale.  Confirmation Students will not have class on Ash Wednesday but are 

expected to attend that evenings worship. 

Pastor’s Report: No Report 

Marilyn made motion to accept the Board Reports and seconded by Bruce. 

Approved 

Old Business: 

Call Committee:  No Report 

New Business: 

A)     MBT Borrowing Resolution/Checking Account Signers: 

MBT requested a completed borrowing Resolution for completion.  This form is 

for the new credit card which has a tap and pay option with a $2,000 borrowing 

limit.  Marilyn Hoffman & Delane Behr will be listed as the signers on that 

resolution. Motion by Shannon to approve, seconded by Bruce.  All in favor. 

Marilyn also reported that MBT had requested a typed note stating who were 

signers listed on the various accounts at MBT that were Salem related.  The 

signers are as follows: 

MBT Checking & the MBT CD: Delane Behr & Marilyn Hoffman: 

WELCA Checking: Janet Vinson & Margaret Okland 



Cemetery:  2 CDs  Shawn Helgeson & Orloue Thomson 

B)     Church Council Meeting Time & Day 

Council meetings will now be held the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:30. 

Motion to approve by Bruce, seconded by Marilyn. All in favor. 

C)    Donation: 120 place setting of stainless flatware was given in memory of 

Martha Bakke from Joan (Skellenger) Platz and is already in place in the kitchen.  

Mary will send a thank you for this generous gift. 

D)    Cost associated with minister search firms.  Mike handed out information he 

gathered showing the cost of joining into an agreement with a firm.  He 

contacted 3 separate agencies.  No action taken since this was just for 

informational purposes. 

E)     New Members:  None 

F)      Transfer/Statistical Adjustments: None 

G)    Next meeting will be March 11, 2026 at 6:30. 

Motion to adjourn by Bruce, seconded by Mike. All in favor. 

Council members closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Peterson 

 

 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/


AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 2/22 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
MONDAY 2/23 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
4:30pm-6:30pm Lounge Reserved 
WEDNESDAY 2/25 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
5:45pm Worship & Music Board Meeting-Library 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
SUNDAY 3/1 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt) 
10:00am Fellowship & Faith Formation 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars:  The deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
is approaching at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of 
dollars, at no cost to you, to help with projects at Salem and  we ask that you 
please continue to support this valuable program. How to direct Thrivent Choice 
Dollars® By phone:   Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say 
“Thrivent Choice.”  Step 2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.”  Step 3— Say 
or enter your Social Security number.  Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars.  
Step 5— Talk to a representative to direct Choice Dollars. 
 

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect 
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or 
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com 
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week…Mon: 11-5, Tues: 11-2, Wed-Fri: 11-5 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

