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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing, serving and believing are open to
all, regardless of background, experience or aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven
community, which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to serve all others.

WEEKLY ANOUNCEMENTS
February 20th — February 28th

—First Sunday In Lent—

THIS WEEKS TEXTS

Genesis 9:8-17

The rainbow, sign of God’s covenant
Psalm 25:1-10

Your paths, O Lorp, are steadfast love and
faithfulness. (Ps. 25:10)

1 Peter 3:18-22

Saved through water

Mark 1:9-15

The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty
days

The Power of Water

Water is an integral part of the created order. Water sustains and fosters life; too little or too
much water can end it. A glance at the news headlines points out the destructive power of
water’s presence or absence: In the United States alone, 2011 saw severe droughts afflict
several parts of the country. On the opposite end of the spectrum, floods ravaged the Plains
states in the spring and summer, displacing from their homes many people who live near rivers
and streams. For those dwelling on or near the Eastern Seaboard, hurricane season is a tense
time every year. Yet we need water as much or more than we need food, shelter, or the other

“staples” of human life. Since ancient times we have established our communities near sources
of water. We cannot survive long without it.

The tension between the saving and destructive powers of water fills today’s lectionary readings.
The waters of the flood overwhelmed the world in the days of Noah, yet 1 Peter reminds us that
God delivered Noah and his family from death. The Holy Spirit descends on Jesus only after his
baptism by John, yet the Spirit immediately drives Jesus into the desert—a place defined by its
lack of water. Through water and the word, in baptism our old, sinful self is put to death, and we
are reborn as children of God. But the current that flows through these paradoxes is this: in
death and life, in flood and drought, God remains faithful. As the psalimist reminds us, God’s
mercy and steadfast love “are from everlasting.” '




WEEK AT A GLANCE

SATURDAY:- 5:30pm Worship Service

SUNDAY- 9:00am Worship Service

10:15am Faith Formation

MONDAY- Clothes Closet (Open by appointment)
(Call Rita Anderson 641-592-5085)

3:15pm Cadets

TUESDAY- 2:30pm Pastor Text Study

3:15pm Juniors

7:00pm Stephen Ministry

WEDNESDAY- 8:30am Staff Meeting

10:00am Adult Bible Study

1:15pm Confirmation

5:00pm Zoom Confirmation

THURSDAY- 5:45pm Worship and Music Board Meeting
NEXT SATURDAY- 5:30pm Worship Service

NEXT SUNDAY- 9:00am Worship Service
10:15am Faith Formation

NEXT WEEKS TEXTS

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

God blesses Abraham and Sarah

Psalm 22:23-31

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to
the LORD. (Ps. 22:27)

Romans 4:13-25

The promise to those who share Abraham’s Jaith
Mark 8:31-38

The passion prediction

CELEBRATING GENEROSITY

During this time of social distancing, there are several
ways to continue your giving.

-- By mail.

-- By “Simply Giving”- Sign up for weekly or monthly
ACH withdrawals. Call the office to geta form.

-- By PayPal- Go to our website home page
(www.salemlakemills.com) and scroll to the bottom
left- there is a Donate button. Click on that and it will
take you to a PayPal or credit card donation page.

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 2/14/21 $ 3,981
YEAR-TO-DATE: as of 2/16/20 $ 28,059
LAST YEAR: as of2/16/19 $31,763
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $-3,704

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES
5th and 6th grade students will be having First

Communion Classes starting on March 7th at
10:15am. Parents are encouraged to attend.

Just a reminder that the weather may not be as
friendly this time of year as this snowman!
Should there be an emergency schedule
change an announcement will be made via
the following:
--KIOW Radio 107.3 (Forest City)
--KIMT TV Channel 3
--Salem Lutheran Church, Lake Mills
Facebook page
Contact Shannon Bruhns at 641-592-5978 / 641-
590-1532 or Heather Mannes at 641-909-4050

SINGERS AND READERS

The Music and Worship Board are looking for
volunteers to sing and read during both worship
services. If you would like to volunteer, please
contact Heather Mannes at 641-909-4050

PERSONAL CARE KITS

Donations for Person Care Kits are needed now
more than ever, to help protect vulnerable families
from COVID-19. items needed are bath towels
(dark colors), 40z. bars of soap and toothbrushes.
Donations can be left in the basket in the Narthex.

HAND TOWELS

Reminder that we collect used hand towels in good
condition for the Baby Care Kits. Donations can be
left in the basket in the Narthex.

SHEETS

Reminder that we collect used sheets. We use
sheets for the backing and lining of quilts.
Donations can be left in the basket in the
Narthex.

UPCOMING BLOOD DRIVES AT SALEM
March 4th — 1pm - 6pm
March 29th — Noon - 5pm

Salem has a wheel chair available for use. It is kept in
the narthex closet near the coat rack.



Lutheran World Relief in 2020
Reached 616,210 neighbors in need in

23 Countries with $11.1 Million worth of quilts,
care kits and masks.

364, 585 Quilts 40,750 Face Masks
12,960 Blankets 174, 055 School Kits
52,860 Baby Care Kits 12,300 Fabric Kits

71,900 Personal Care Kits
Salem'’s contributions in 2020 to LWR:
40 Baby Care Kits 10 School Kits
123 Personal Care kits 54 Quilts

39 Quilts to Salvation Army

PLASTIC EASTER EGGS

We are collecting Plastic Easter Eggs for our
Easter Youth activity. There is a box outside the
office, if anyone would like to leave a donation.

SUMMER CAMPS

Reminder to sign up for summer camps.

Early Bird deadlines are quickly approaching. In
the past, the Enduring Gift Committee has helped to
pay remaining balances after parents make the
down payment. Please forward your receipt email
from camp to the Salem office after you have
registered and paid the deposit.

RECEIPTS FROM DAVID’S MARKETPLACE
Reminder that we collect receipts from David’s
Marketplace. The WELCA group receives 1 tenth
of 1% of all receipts collected. This can really add
up and help. The basket for this has been moved to
the Narthex. They ask that receipts do not get
rolled up.

OTHER COLLECTIONS

Reminder that we also collect used stamps, pop tabs
and eye glasses. The baskets for these have been
moved to the Narthex.

DAY CAMP AT SALEM
Save the date -- Salem will be hosting Ingham-
Okoboji Day Camp the week of August 2, 2021

QUILTS

There are quilts that need to be tied in the
stewardship room. Yarn and needles are there. If
you can’t sew the edges — return them. Also,
squares kits for tops of the quilts are in the closet.
Call Sue Langerud with questions.

When looking at the membership list in the
Annual Report, if you notice any of your
family members information that needs to
be updated, please let the office know. If
your family member has moved and joined
another church, please remind them to
contact the office to transfer membership
so that we can have an accurate
membership list.

Wednesday Lenten Services
CREATED FOR COMMUNITY
Feb. 24th - March 24th at 7:00pm

The invitation to Lent spoken on Ash Wednesday
reminds us that we enter this season together “with the
whole church” It goes on to state that “we are created for
communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation.” Though many common Lenten
practices rightly invite us to individual acts of
“repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and
works of love,” Lent is also a time for deepening of
community.

In the early church, the weeks before Easter were a time
in which the whole community took responsibility for
the training of catechumens. Not only were the
catechumens enriched by this formation, but those
already within the community were strengthened in their
faith along with them.

Using readings from Mark’s gospel, this series invites
the assembly to reflect on what it means to be in
community with one another, with the world, with
creation, and with God.

Reserve your special date to sponsor an 8:30 a.m.
radio broadcast. The service is heard on KIOW
(107.3 FM) radio in Forest City and on cable
channel 2. Cost for is $83. CALL THE OFFICE TO
RESERVE YOUR DATE. 641.592.1771.

2021 RADIO BROADCAST DATES AVAILABLE:
March 28, April 18, April 25,
May 2, May 9, May 23, June 13

We also have a sponsorship program for the live
internet broadcast of the worship service.
Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday.
CALL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE YOUR DATE
641.592.1771



DRIVERS--We are looking for volunteers that
would be available to pick folks up and take
them to appointments. Please contact Marci at
the church office, if interested. 641 5921771

MEALS ON WHEELS DRIVERS/DISTRIBUTORS.

There is an urgent need for drivers/distributers to
deliver meals on wheels to shut-ins. Meals are
delivered Monday - Friday, with about twenty stops,
from about 11:00 am to 12:30 pm. If anyone is willing
to help out, please contact Ruth at the Senior Center.
641.592.9841

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering

Some 600 youth and adults from the Northeastern
lowa Synod joined more than 30,000 others for the
2018 ELCA Youth Gathering at Houston in June.
They came together for five days of faith formation,
worship, interactive learning, Bible study,
community service projects, and fellowship. During
this time the young people grow in faith and are
challenged and inspired to live their faith in their
daily lives.

The theme for the 2018 Gathering was “This
Changes Everything,” based on Ephesians 2:8: “By
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” ELCA
Youth Gatherings are held every three years.

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING POSTPONED TO
2022

July 24-28, 2022

Minneapolis, MN

2022 ELCA
YOUTH GATHERING

| GOD BEYOND MEASURE

After much prayer and consideration,
organizers have decided to postpone the
2021 ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022 due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will take
place July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, with
the two pre-events, the Multicultural Youth
Leadership Event (MYLE) and the tAble,
scheduled for July 21-24, 2022.

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering Theme

boundless: God beyond measure

“I kneel in prayer to the Father. "All beings in
heaven and on earth receive their life from

[God]. °God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that
[God’s] Spirit will make you become strong
followers "and that Christ will live in your hearts
because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply rooted
in [God’s] love. "*I pray that you and all of God’s
people will understand what is called wide or long or
high or deep. "I want Yyou to know all about Christ’s
love, although it is too wonderful to be measured,
Then your lives will be filled with all that God is,
27 pray that Christ Jesus and the church will forever
bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can
do far more than we dare ask or imagine. Amen.

Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV

We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations
of others, by poverty, by -isms that try to divide us,
and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it
has young people in a suffocating grip, we want them
to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love,
boundless mercy, boundless freedom, boundless
creation, boundless strength. All offered from a
gracious and loving God who knows and adores them.
All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured.

What are the stories of God’s people, both in Scripture
and modern-day, that share the awe and wonder of
Just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what
does it look and feel like to live a life “filled with all

that God is”? How can young people find themselves
within the boundlessness of Christ’s love?

MYLE, the tAble and the Gathering are unique
opportunities to invite young people into a deeper
relationship with a God whose possibilities are
boundless. Through one-of-a-kind experiences, this
ministry stretches and affirms young people’s gifts
and calls. They experience the power of the Spirit
within them, that frees them to live in the grace of
God’s boundless love in Jesus Christ.

Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme
offers to our host city of Minneapolis and the
surrounding area. Known as the "City by Nature,"
Minneapolis is an earth-minded city in many ways.
The Minneapolis Area Synod also names advocacy
around care for creation as a top priority, which would
allow us to learn from and support the local
expression of the church.
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Love God
Love Neighbor
Jesus tells us that love is the most important
commandment. He tells us that we are to love
God and our neighbors. i

In Corinthians 13:4-8(NIV) the Bible tells us what i
love looks and acts like.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.
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Deuteromy 6: 5-7

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your might. Keep these words that | am commanding you today in your heart. Recite
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are
away, and when you lie down and when you rise.”




Love your Enemies

Itis easy to show love for our friends and even strangers, but what about people who
are not kind to us. People we would see as an enemie. In Luke 6:27-29(NIV) the Bible
talks about loving our enemies.

27 “But to you who are listening | say:
Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you,
pray for those who mistreat you.

Love In Action

One of my favorite missionaries often says, “Love is something you do”. Love is a verb.
Jesus taught about “love your neighbor” in action using the parable of The Good
Samaritan. Read Luke 10:30-37 and answer the

questions below.

1. Why did Jesus tell this story?

2. Why do you think the man asked Jesus to
explain who his neighbor was?

3. Who did not treat the hurt mans with love and
what might have been their reasons?

4. Why was it strange for the Samaritan to help?
How did he help?

5. How did Jesus’ story sanswer the first man’s
question? How should we treat others?

Love Activity

How can we show love in action every day? Make a list of ways to show love to your
family, friends and strangers and post them on the bulletin board or refrigerator where
they will remind you to look for opportunities to show love for others each day. At dinner
or evening prayers talk about how you made love into action during your day.

Suggestion: Make and send Valentines for the residence in the local care facilities near
your home or where you have church members living.
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