
 

 

 
 

 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 18, 2026 – 7:00pm 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Wednesday—7:00pm Service 
Preaching: Pastor John Holt 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Shannon Bruhns 
Sound:  
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Danika White, Haley Slattum 
Communion Servers: 
Music Leaders:  
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson 
Altar Guild for February: Sharon Johnson, Rhonda Schriever 

 
The Live Stream Broadcast is Given by the Members of Salem 

 
Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 

641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:salem@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 
 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of 
fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that 

we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving 

cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through 

Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. 

We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is 

the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear 

the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the 

Spirit: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 



 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living 

water Christ offers: Gracious God,  

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing 

and hope in the world: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s 

call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift 

of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from 

the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and 

peace. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN            Just As I Am, without One Plea            ELW #592 

 



 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 

Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 
*Public Domain, No Permissions Required 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive 

the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly 

repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon 

and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

All who desire are invited to come forward to receive ashes on their foreheads.  

Pastor will mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes saying: 
 

Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return. 

 

HYMN DURING IMPOSITION     Savior, When in Dust to You     ELW #601 

 
 



 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt. 

Music: Joseph Parry, 1841-1903 

*Public Domain, No Permissions Required 

 

(***Please be seated.) 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                            Isaiah 58:1-12 
1 Shout out; do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, 

  to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 2 Yet day after day they seek me 

  and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments; 

  they want God on their side. 

 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 

  and oppress all your workers. 

 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight 

  and to strike with a wicked fist. 



 Such fasting as you do today 

  will not make your voice heard on high. 

 5 Is such the fast that I choose, 

  a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 

  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 

  a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 

  to loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the straps of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 

  and to break every yoke? 

 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them 

  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you; 

  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 

 If you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10 if you offer your food to the hungry 

  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

  and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11 The LORD will guide you continually 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places 

  and make your bones strong, 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water 

  whose waters never fail. 



 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                                                                                         Psalm 51:1-17 

The psalm will be spoken responsively beginning with the lector, verses 10-12 

will be sung as a refrain. 
 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great 

compassion blot out my offenses. 2Wash me through and through from my 

wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. 
 

3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you 

are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
 

5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know 

wisdom deep within. 
 

7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer 

than snow.  8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken 

may rejoice. 
 

9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 

 

PSALM REFRAIN                Create in Me a Clean Heart                 ELW #186 

 



 

Music: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
*Public Domain, No Permissions Required 
 

13Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to you. 
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall 

sing of your righteousness. 
 
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. You are not pleased with 

burnt offering. 17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a troubled and 

broken heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

SECOND READING                                                   2 Corinthians 5:20b- -6:10 
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he 

made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 
6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God 

in vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day 

of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the 

day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault 

may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended 

ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by 

purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful 

speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right 

hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We 

are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; 

as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, 



yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 

possessing everything. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Return to the Lord, Your God         ELW p.142 

 
 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB177908. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in 

order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 

heaven. 
2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by 

others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give 

alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your 

alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand 

and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 



others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, 

go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 

your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 

disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 

they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and 

wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Restore in Us, O God                       ELW #328 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 

Music: Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933 

* One License# A-743988.  Church Copyright License (CCLI) #521966 



RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world and its needs. 
 

A brief silence 

Guide your church, O God. Accompany all Christians in this season of 

repentance, and renew our faith in the riches of grace you give to us in baptism. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Heal this earth, O God. Satisfy the needs of every parched place, every diverse 

ecosystem, every suffering creature. Though all return to dust, grant beauty and 

purpose to each living thing. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Restore the nations, O God. Let your healing spring up quickly across the world. 

Give all in authority the will to loose the bonds of injustice and let any who are 

oppressed go free. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Deliver your people, O God. Comfort any whose hearts are rent by grief, uphold 

any who are sick, bring food to those who hunger, and give housing to all without 

shelter. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Bless this assembly, O God. Reconcile us to one another and to you. Strengthen 

our resolve to fast from evil, open our hands in sharing, and quicken our prayer. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Hold us forever, O God. We thank you for all who now know their treasure in 

heaven, and for all who on earth proclaimed your abounding, steadfast love.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING 



(***Please stand as you are able.) 

OFFERING PRAYER  

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You 

send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through 

the gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls 

us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                    Lord Jesus, Think on Me                   ELW #599 

 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt. 
Music: W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt. 

*Public Domain, No Permissions Required 



DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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