
 

 

 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

First Sunday In Lent 
February 18, 2024 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 
Sunday—9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Steve Smith 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Finn Ritter 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Katelyn Grothe, Tori Holtan 
Liturgical Choir: 
Communion Servers: Megan Ritter, Mary & Dave Peterson, Kieth Johnson, Katelyn Grothe, 
Tori Holtan 
Worship Coordinator: Mary Peterson 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg 
Altar Guild for February: Sharon Johnson, Rhonda Schriever 
 

 
 

 

The Live Stream Broadcast Is Given In Loving Memory of  
Royden & Lorraine Johnson From Their Family 

 

 
 

 

 

Salem Contact Information: 
Shannon Bruhns, Council President 

641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184 

 

Barb Kinseth, Custodian 

 

Marci Prescott, Office Admin: 641.590.1182 

mailto:shelby@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in 

the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to 

focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as 

lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved 

Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us through the water of 

baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we 

are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world. 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who 

draws all people together through Jesus.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We 

hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways 

that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in 

our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins 

only you know, forgive us, Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 

breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of 

life through ☩ Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN    Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized     ELW #304 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray 

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and 

in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the 

gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have 

no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen. 

 
(***Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 



WORD 

FIRST READING                                              Genesis 9:8-17 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living 

creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the 

earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with 

you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 

again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of 

the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is 

with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall 

be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over 

the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is 

between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 

never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I 

will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of 

the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                            Psalm 25:1-10 
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector. 
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. My God, I put my trust in you; let me not 

be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 

3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who 

are treacherous. 4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. 
 

5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you 

have I trusted all the day long. 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and 

love, for they are from everlasting. 
 

7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me 

according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 8You 

are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 



9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 10All your paths, O 

LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your covenant 

and your testimonies. 
 

SECOND READING                                                   1 Peter 3:18-22 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 

order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 

Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 

saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not 

as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               ELW p.151

 
 

GOSPEL                                   Mark 1:9-15 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 



wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels waited on him. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 

of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 

near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word      ELW #517 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 



 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 

well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We 

give thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people (especially that of 

Martin Luther, renewer of the church, whom we commemorate today). Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants. 

Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve 

species and habitats endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations 

of power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation (organizations 



may be named). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, 

ill, afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect 

any at risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we 

assemble. Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, 

convalescing, or traveling (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember 

with gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also 

dwell with you in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our 

hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
 

MEAL 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we 

have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this 

holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. 

Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us 

to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and 

keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 



SENDING HYMN      A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                ELW #504 

 
 



DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Share your bread. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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