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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.
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INTRODUCTION

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do
well to listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed
and to find our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The
risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation
to live in him, and offers power to heal us all.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(***Please stand as you are able.)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring
of life. Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways
we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our
neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and
fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and
release us from their grasp. Show us your loving kindness. Restore our
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. |
have called you by name. You are mine.” In *F Christ, you are forgiven. In the

Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved
children of God. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW #479
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not de-nied. We come, we come to the hun-gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun-gry  feast.
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun-gry feast.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(***Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S TIME

WORD
FIRST READING Jeremiah 17:5-10
®Thus says the LORD:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.




®They shall be like a shrub in the desert,

and shall not see when relief comes.

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

" Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

8 They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,

and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,

and it does not cease to bear fruit.

®The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse—

who can understand it?

10 the LoRbD test the mind

and search the heart,

to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 1
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector.

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered
in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching
day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.
41t is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.



® Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the

sinner in the council of the righteous.

% For the LorD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked

shall be destroyed.

SECOND READING

we are of all people most to be pitied.

1 Corinthians 15:12-20
12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
there is no resurrection of the dead? ** If there is no resurrection of the dead, then
Christ has not been raised; * and if Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. > We are even
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised
Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. ¢ For if the
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. " If Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. *® Then those also who
have died in Christ have perished. Y If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who

have died.
Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
(***Please stand as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION WOV p.31
0 e P r——
== S ==
o) r ... N v r K
Al - e - ] ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
GQ E I Llj I} ~ I 'I[—J =1 J I 1l
e == et
Al fe - lu - ia. You have the words of e - ter- nal life.
Q . ~ : i I K 1 I .
LY A |72 g F-—LP i 1 | . ‘{ » : “. J J
e 1 f r f =
Al - e - Il - ia, al - le - la - ia



GOSPEL Luke 6:17-26
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

171Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem,
and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.*® They had come to hear him and to be healed of
their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.
19 And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him
and healed all of them.
20Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 «Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22«Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you,
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 2 Rejoice in that
day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is
what their ancestors did to the prophets.
24 «“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
25 «“\Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.
26 «“\Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors
did to the false prophets.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(***Please be seated.)
SERMON



(***Please stand as you are able.)

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, the Very Thought of You ELW #754
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I Je - sus, the ver - y thought of you fills us with sweet de - light;
2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the mind re - call

3 O Hope of ev-'ry con - trite soul, O Joy of all the meek,
4 O Je-sus, be our joy to - day; help us to prize your love;
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but sweet-er far your face to view and rest with-in  your light.
a sweet-er sound than your blest name, O Sav-ior of us all!

how kind you are to those who fall! How good to those who seek!
grant us at last to hear you say: “Come, share my home a - bove.”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(***Please be seated.)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.



Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us courage to proclaim to
all people the promises made true in the death and resurrection of Christ. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices and
climate change, give us courage to help bring about its restoration. Encourage
those who work in forestry to be a voice for the hidden places of creation and
provide skills for its conservation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders of
nations. Grant that their courage will not run dry in the face of challenge, but that
they will delight in the fountain of your righteousness. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors,
nurses, and therapists. Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are
suffering in any way (especially). Provide an extra measure of your grace and
love. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are
nourished by faith in you. Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting that you
sustain us in many ways. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives of both
sorrow and joy, challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all times.
May their lives be a witness to the living. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people. Amen

PEACE--The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING



(***Please be seated.)
OFFERING PRAYER --God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and
your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our
gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER--Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

DISTRIBUTION

(***Please stand as you are able.)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION--Nourishing God, at this table you have
refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send



us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the
world. In the name of Christ we pray. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING--The Spirit of the triune God F bless you with joy, anoint you with
compassion, and send you in love. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign ELW #551
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shore to  shore,  till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry morn - ing sac - 1 - fice.
shall  pro - claim  their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.




(***Please stand as you are able.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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