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Finding God in the Clouds 
We often speak of mountaintop experiences as those joyous times we look 
forward to with excitement and look back upon fondly, such as summer camp or 
an annual hiking trip. The mountaintop moments in today’s readings were 
different: awe-inspiring, yes, but also full of devouring fires, clouds, and fear. 
Vision is obscured, the familiar becomes unknown, and nothing is the same. 
People get lost in fires, clouds, and fear, unable to find their way, but God’s 
presence is where we get both lost and found. Many biblical encounters with 
God involved fear, pointing to the awesome reality of God that is much more 
than the gentle shepherd we often imagine (though God is that, too). God is, as 
C. S. Lewis famously said, “not a tame lion” (The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, London: HarperCollins Children’s Books, 2001, p. 197). The truth is, 
we can no more plan our mountaintop times with God than we can stay there 
forever, as much as we think we would like to. God’s place is to invite, ours to 
respond, faces bowed to the ground. 
Eventually, of course, the time comes to leave that mountain, walking with Jesus 
down to the valley and getting dusty with the ashes of daily life. Many churches 
symbolically “roll up the Alleluias” today, recognizing that this is the end of a 
glorious season celebrating Christ’s light and the entrance to a no-less-real 
season of Jesus’ and our own lives, the “valley” season of Lent. But that doesn’t 
mean there is nothing to do down in the valley. On the contrary, the traditional 
disciplines of Lent—fasting, prayer, and gifts to the poor—all help us maintain 
the eyes, ears, and heart to see and hear God whenever and however God 
appears. 
 



NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalm 2 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Psalm 32 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Ashley, Emma and Thea Hoffman, Jerry & Marilyn 
Hoffman, Donald Holst, Kirby, Abby, Madison, Becca and Tori Holtan, Harris & 
LeAnn Honsey 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
15-Sue Langerud 
15-Chalsea Roder 
15-James Weisenborn 
16-Jolene Helgeson 

16-Danika White 
16-Donald Knudtson 
16-Kaylie Sylvara 
17-Andrew Olsen 
18-Katelyn Grothe 
 

18-Riley Kirschbaum 
19-Caleb Swanson 
19-Brooke Swanson 
21-Michael Olsen 
21-Spenser Brackey 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST 2 WEEKS: 2/8/26:            $    6,189                   Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 2/9/26:            $  25,951                                    46 
LAST YEAR: as of 2/9/25:            $  18,041    
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:     $     7,910 
 

Thank you to Tim & Joan (Skellenger) Platz for donating 120 place settings of 
stainless flatware to Salem in Memory of Joan’s Mother, Martha Bakke. We 
appreciate this generous gift and thank you so much! 
 

Auto Giving: Would you like to increase your giving this year with the Simply 
Giving program or start Auto Giving (ACH withdrawals)? Please contact the office 
and leave a message 641.592.1771 (save a check & save an envelope) 
 

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
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Ash Wednesday Worship Service will be at 7:00pm on Wed. February 18 
 

Help Our Teachers: Each year about this time, the school teachers run out of 
simple classroom needs. They buy these items out of their own pocket. We can 
help with these simple supplies. During the month of February we are collecting:  
Boxes of Kleenex, White Elmers Glue, Dry Erasers, Playdoh, Pencil Sharpeners 
with shaving catchers and Ticonderoga Pencils. Please leave items in the basket 
in the Narthex. Thank you! --Board of Life & Growth 
 

Offering Envelopes: If you would like to save Salem the cost of sending you 
offering envelopes, you can let the office know to stop sending them and use 
any envelope you wish and simply write your name on the envelope. 
 

Summer Camp:  Does your child want to attend summer bible camp? Check out 
your favorite summer camp website now, most of them have an early bird 
discount. Parents—after the down payment is complete, email your confirm-
ation letter with balance due to Marci at salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com 
and Salem will cover the rest of the registration fee (no extras). 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars:  The deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
is approaching at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of 
dollars, at no cost to you, to help with projects at Salem and  we ask that you 
please continue to support this valuable program. How to direct Thrivent Choice 
Dollars® By phone:   Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say 
“Thrivent Choice.”  Step 2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.”  Step 3— Say 
or enter your Social Security number.  Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars.  
Step 5— Talk to a representative to direct Choice Dollars. 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 1/30/26 is $28,406 The 
total received as of 2/9/26 is $173,187. All contributions towards this project are 
greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” when 
submitting a contribution. Thank you! 
 

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect 
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or 
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com 

mailto:salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com


AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 2/15 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
MONDAY 2/16 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY 2/18 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
7:00pm Ash Wednesday Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt) 
Thursday 2/19 
10:30am Life & Growth Board Meeting-Library 
SUNDAY 2/22 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: Feb 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 17,  
June 28, July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 
29, Dec 27.  Cost is $40.  Call 592-1771 to reserve your dates. 
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week…Mon: Closed, Tues-Fri: 11am-5pm 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com 
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