Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
February 1, 2026 — 9:00am
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00am Service

Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Beth Nelson

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Paisley Nickson-Wilkinson, Camdon Nelson
Communion Servers: Runner: Doug Bruhns

At the Rail: Beth Nelson, Paisley Nickson-Wilkinson

Floor Station: Shannon Bruhns, Janelle Pierce, Camdon Nelson
Music Leaders: Al & Willie Skellenger

Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson

Altar Guild for February: Sharon Johnson, Rhonda Schriever

In Memory of Dana Haugsdal's Birthday, on February 1st
From Craig & Cindy Haugsdal & Family

Salem Contact Information:

Delane Behr, Council President Office Admin: Marci
641.592.4195 Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 salem(@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find
wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the
merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who
hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in
this countercultural way of living and serving.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(***Please stand as you are able.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the
expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek
your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of
Christ, and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength
to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten o your word,
2 Tumour wor-ship in-to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let  our hearts and  minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is  strife.
where tr1 - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.

IR t | i ——
¢ o . e e ——
> ! # — ’— d j_

Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.

may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to  save.

as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see
the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME



WORD

FIRST READING

! Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3“0 my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
>0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
¢ <«With what shall I come before the LORD
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
"Will the LoRD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Micah 6:1-8



PSALM Psalm 15
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector.

' LOrRD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
> Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth
from their heart;

3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not
cast discredit upon a neighbor. *In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they
honor those who fear the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do
not take back their word.

3 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING 1Corinthians 1:18-31
'8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. ° For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 2 For
Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, »* but we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 2* but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. 2 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness
is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. >’ But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; *® God chose what is low and despised in
the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, ?° so that no one might
boast in the presence of God. *° In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus,
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and



redemption, 3! in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.”.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
(***Please stand as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW #671
Refrain
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Shine, Je - sus, shine, fill this land with the Fa-ther’s glo - ry;
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send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.



10<Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs 1is the kingdom of heaven.

1 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. !> Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(***Please be seated.)
SERMON

(***Please stand as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW #551
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I The Spir-it sends  us forth to  serve; we go in
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us go to serve  in  peace, the gos - pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free: where hope is dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has em -
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to the poor, Gods fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov. - ing deed.

pow - ered us; we go in Je - sus’  name.



RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(***Please be seated.)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do
justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray
for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the
health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity
of life on earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and
respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators,
journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution,
poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety.
Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for
parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for
their neighbor and care for others. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed
humbly with you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend
all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus
our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

DISTRIBUTION

(***Please stand as you are able.)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from
this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear
witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart

for praise *+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



(***Please stand as you are able.)

SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW #669
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;

4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in  pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to seek  the  paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with
as heirs of God’s bap - tis- mal grace, the
con - se-quence; give
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with
the Spir-it’s pow'r, rise

re - dress sin’s cru - el

and, quick-ened by

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

no - bler zeal might burn.
word of hope pro-claim.
jus - tice larg - er place.
love the weak sus - tain.
up, O saints of God!
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