Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2024 — 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Wayne VanVeldhuizen

Special Music: Brady Kurtz

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Tucker Koch, Mason Helgeson
Liturgical Choir:

Communion Servers:

Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg
Altar Guild for December: All Members

The live stream broadcast is given in honor of Faye Aamodt’s 90" Birthday
from Debi & Gerry Sutton and Diane & James McGee

Salem Contact Information:

Shannon Bruhns, Council President | Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 Custodian: Barb
shelby@wctatel.net

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Office Admin: Marci salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the
baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day,
Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of
the LorD of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing
of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist
all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(***Please stand as you are able)
GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus ELW #254
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er born a child, and vyet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us;  let  uws  find our  rest in thee.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter -nal Spir-it  rtule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.

by  thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.



CALL TO WORSHIP--It is now time for you to wake from sleep;
the night is far spent; the light draws near.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WREATH LIGHTING Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW #240
During the singing of the song a new candle is lit each successive Sunday in Advent.
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!




WREATH BLESSING--We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that
marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first two
candles on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our
Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace,
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our
Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.

(***Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S TIME

WORD

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4
1See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LorD of hosts. 2 But who
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; *he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. # Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old
and as in former years. Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Luke 1:68-79
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector.

%8 Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and set
them free. ® You have raised up for us almighty Savior, born of the house of
your servant David.

"°Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
"> from the hands of all who hate us, "2to show mercy to our forebears, and to
remember your holy covenant. ® This was the oath you swore to our father
Abraham:

" to set us free from the hands of our enemies, free to worship you without fear,
> holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. " And you, child, shall
be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to



prepare the way, ' to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the
forgiveness of their sins.

78 In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon
us, " to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and
to guide our feet into the way of peace.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11
31 thank my God every time | remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you, ® because of your sharing in the gospel
from the first day until now. ® I am confident of this, that the one who began a
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is
right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,
for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how | long for
all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. ° And this is my prayer, that your
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight *°to help you
to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, * having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

(***Please stand as you are able.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Wait for the Lord ELW #262
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Wait for the Lord, whose  day is near.
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Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6

The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.



LIn the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 2 He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, #as it is written in
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. ° Every valley
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked
shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; ®and all flesh shall see
the salvation of God.” ” The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(***Please be seated.)
SERMON

(***Please stand as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1-3) ELW #257
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
Is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from The Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

(***Please be seated.)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places
that long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

Refining God, move through your church. Root out practices that harm your
people, and kindle a fire for sharing the gospel among bishops, pastors, deacons,
and all the baptized. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Renewing God, transform your creation. Steer us from habits that harm what you
have made, and guide us in practices that preserve and restore creatures and
habitats. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.



Ruling God, teach the nations your ways. Strengthen organizations and
Communities that broker peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all caught
in the center of conflict (especially). Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Rescuing God, restore your people who are in any need. Heal all who are
suffering (especially). Provide comfort and strength, and nurture sustained
wholeness for the future. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Reforming God, fill this congregation with your presence. Enrich our seasonal
preparations, and bless the efforts by worship committees, music ensembles, staff,
clergy, and lay leaders as they work in the weeks ahead. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Reassuring God, we remember those who have died and rest in you. Guide us in
deep gratitude for their life, and allow us to learn from their faithful witness.
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC “Silent Night” Brady Kurtz

(***Please be seated.)
OFFERING PRAYER
Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw
near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us
with this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope

for the journey, - bless and keep you now and forever.

Amen.

(***Please stand as you are able.)
SENDING HYMN

Hark, the Glad Sound!
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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