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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

December 8 - 14 
 

Your Kingdom Come on Earth 
Luke sets the preaching of John the Baptist clearly in the midst of the political 

and religious environment of his day. We are told the names of the emperor, 

governor, and other political rulers of the day. They are the ones who are 

supposed to care for the welfare of the citizens of their territories. Although 

John gave his message while he was in the wilderness, it was intended to have 

its impact in the farms, villages, and cities where the ordinary and the powerful 

live out their daily lives. John is not satisfied with the way things are, and his 

words help prepare us for the coming of one who will turn the world upside 

down. John’s words tell us to examine our own lives and the world around us. 

We should not be complacent in the face of injustice, but instead seek 

forgiveness and strive for lives that bear fruit according to God’s vision for the 

world. 

We all have the potential to “over-spiritualize” the Bible and our faith, so that 

they become disconnected from the real needs of the world around us. This 

potential can be even greater in the days around Christmas, as we may seek to 

justify over-spending on gifts, excessive eating and drinking, or simply desire to 

escape from the difficulties of ordinary life for a time. John provides a warning 

about ignoring the truth about our sinfulness and the brokenness in the world. 

But John also repeats the promise that God ultimately will not settle for the way 

things are in the world, and that God’s salvation will be made known in the one 

who is to come: Jesus. 



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

THIS WEEKS TEXTS 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79 
Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

     NEXT WEEKS TEXTS 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Lois Aspland, Yvonne Back, Debbie Barrett, 
Bruce Cavett and Dylan Cavett, Yvonne Beenken, Delane & Darlene Behr 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
8-Faye Aamodt 
8-Morgan Fritz 

8-Megan Ritter 
9-Madison Holtan 

9-Miranda Nelson 
9-Carter Bloomingdale 
10-Andy Stene 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST  SUNDAY: 12/1/24:  $     5,514      Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/4/24:  $ 187,214                        117                          
LAST YEAR: as of 12/4/23: $ 179,989 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $     7,225 
 

Poinsettias: If anyone would like to share a poinsettia with Salem for Christmas, 
we welcome you do so. If you plan to bring one in honor of or in memory of 
someone, please let Marci know and it will be put in the bulletin. 
 

Christmas Program: Our Faith Formation kiddos will present their Christmas 
Program on Sun. Dec. 15th during the 9:00am service with a Birthday Party for 
Jesus in the Fellowship Hall after the program.  Everyone is Welcome! 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available 2025: Jan 19, 26, Feb 9, 16, 23, March 
9, 16, 23, 30, May 4, June 15, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 14, 
Oct 5, 12, 19, 26, Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Dec 7, 28.  Cost is $40.   

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-12-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-12-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-12-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-12-15/0


The flowers by the pulpit are in honor of Faye’s Aamodt’s 90th Birthday. Please 
join Faye in celebrating her birthday during fellowship. 
 

The winter arrangement at the main church entrance has been donated by 
Kathy Chose and her family in loving memory of Mark. 
 

Memorials Given In November: 
Wayne Sprecher: $25 Cemetery Fund 
Sylvia Heimdal: $460 Steeple Fund 
Roxy Sabin Rasmussen: $310 Steeple Fund (September) 
 

Noisy Offering Update: Total amount collected--$247.18   This money has been 
donated to ELCA World Hunger. Thanks to everyone who gave donations! 
 

Christmas Caroling: Please join the Salem Confirmation Students for Christmas 
Caroling. It’s fun to share Christmas cheer with others and as always, the more 
the merrier! Everyone is invited and welcome to join in. Lyrics will be provided. 
We will meet at 5:30pm on Wed., Dec. 18th, in the Fellowship Hall and then car-
pool to the care center, assisted living and other community members’ homes. 
Dress warm and bring a flashlight if you have one. After caroling we will gather 
for hot chocolate and goodies in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to join us, 
please call the office so we can plan ahead (if we have enough people, we can 
split into 2 groups, and make a route for each group to follow). If you know of 
someone who needs some Christmas cheer, please call the office. 592-1771 
 

Goodies: The Board of Youth is asking for donations of goodies for the Christmas 
Carolers to enjoy, along with hot chocolate after caroling on Wed, Dec. 18th. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Please have the goodies in the 
Fellowship Hall by 6:30pm on the 18th.  Thank you!! 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways-- Give through 
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. Return forms to the 
office.   (Much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/


LAKE MILLS CLOTHES FOR KIDS 2024:  Donations will be distributed throughout 

the Lake Mills Community School District to children ages birth to 18.  

What to do:  Pick a Christmas Tag (with a child’s needs/sizes on it) from the tree 

here at Salem, Davids, Singelstad’s, one of the banks, or electronic sign-up, then 

purchase the items on the tag, wrap in one box, attach the original tag to the 

gift, and deliver it to the Salem office by Friday, Dec. 13th. For electronic sign-up 

go to: tinyurl.com/LMClothesForKids  Monetary donations are accepted at FTSB 

and MBT Banks of Lake Mills.   
 

Card Shower: Joan Dalen (Wife to Pastor DuWayne Dalen) is 

celebrating her 90th Birthday on Christmas Eve.  Her family 

invites you to send her a card and share a memory or story.  

Please send cards to 350 Sumac Road, Mason City, IA 504501 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… 
Mon: 10am-2pm, Tues: 10am-5pm, Wed: 10am-2pm, Thurs: 10am-5pm,  
Fri: 10am-2pm. (Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open) 
 

ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  THE  SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 12/8 
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy) 
10:00am Fellowship and Faith Formation 
MONDAY 12/9 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
WEDNESDAY 12/11 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
THURSDAY 12/12 
6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library 
SUNDAY 12/15 
9:00am Worship Service/Christmas Program-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy) 
10:00am Jesus’ Birthday Party-Fellowship Hall   


