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Pointing to Jesus 

John the Baptist is a fitting messenger for the season of Advent, a time for the 

church to prepare for both the nativity of the Christ and for his second coming. 

John’s call to repentance in preparation of Jesus’ arrival carries a challenge for us 

to rid ourselves of everything that obstructs our view. His proclamation is filled 

with images of cleansing: straightening paths, cutting down useless trees, and 

burning away chaff. John’s baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins 

means cleansing as well as a changing of the mind, a turning toward Jesus, so 

that one’s whole self is pointed toward the Lord of this world and of eternity. 

Undistracted even by thoughts of our own worthiness, the church’s focus year 

round is turned toward the coming of Christ. John points to Jesus, never to 

himself, and in so doing becomes a model for discipleship. Having heard John’s 

cry, we join the chorus, becoming messengers in turn. All our efforts in worship 

and evangelism, education and social ministry point, not to ourselves, our 

programs, our skill or our saintliness, but only to Jesus. Preparing the way of the 

Lord is very much about pointing others to his real presence in and among us. 

This Sunday’s Isaiah reading (“the grass withers, the flower fades”) and that of 

2 Peter (“all things are to be dissolved”) reinforce the church’s teaching that 

amidst all that is transient in our lives, and creation, only God’s word is eternal. 

John the Baptist’s testimony points us to that Word made flesh, who brings with 

him a new heaven and a new earth after all else has passed away. John directs 

us in our faith journeys as individuals and communities toward a witness that is 

forever pointing to Jesus. 



THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:5-10 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Brad, Darla, Amelia and Hannah Evenson, Jim 
Fagerness and Judy Levine, Cynthia Fjelstad, Glenavonne Fjelstad, Dennis & Lu 
Friesenborg 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
8-Faye Aamodt 
8-Morgan Fritz 

8-Megan Ritter 
9-Madison Holtan 

9-Miranda Klingson 
9-Carter Bloomingdale 
10-Andy Stene 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST  SUNDAY: 11/30/25: No update      Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 11/30/25: due to not                                 0 
LAST YEAR: as of 11/30/24: having worship 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: last Sunday 
 

Memorials Given In November 
Ovila Hanna--$65 Steeple Fund, $10 Ruth Circle 
Thelma Stene--$355 Steeple Fund, $10 General Fund 
Wayne Miller--$50 General Fund 
Darold “Smokey” Kloster--$50 Courtyard, $110 Building Fund, $95 Cemetery 
$135 Steeple Fund 
 

Christmas Program: December 14, Faith Formation kids will be presenting their 
Christmas Program during worship at 9:00am.  Afterwards, we will have a 
Birthday Party for Jesus in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is welcome!!! 
 

Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship Service 
December 24, 2025 at 5:00pm with Pastor Steve Smith 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you 
to sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Winter Coats/Apparel:  Salem's Clothes Closet is in desperate need of womens, 
mens & childrens winter coats and other winter apparel. Please consider going 
through what you have at home and donating unused items. Donations can be 
left inside the south entrance at Salem anytime. Thank you!! 
 

Thank You to those that adjusted their personal schedules to decorate the 
Narthex & Sanctuary on Friday, getting of the weather & ‘just in case’ worship 
would commence; you were all very appreciated! To those that came in earlier 
the week of Thanksgiving to decorate the Fellowship Hall, entryway & Narthex 
stairway; we are grateful for you!  Blessings abound this Advent season as we 
enjoy the seasonal beauty of our church home today & for the next few weeks.   
--Board of Life and Growth / Board of Music and Worship 
 

Christmas Caroling: Please join the Confirmation students on Wed. Dec. 17 for 
Christmas Caroling in the community. Invite your friends!  Everyone from the 
community is welcome! The more the merrier—we have a lot of fun!!! We 
provide lyrics, but we also sing the most popular songs. Meet in the Fellowship 
Hall at 5:00pm, then carpool to the LM Care Center, Mills Harbour and other 
locations in the community.  (If you know of anyone that has had a rough year & 
would be welcome to carolers, please let Marci know. 592-1771 (leave message) 
 

Lake Mills Clothes For Kids: “Let’s Clothe Our Children” Donations will be 
distributed throughout the Lake Mills Community School District ages birth to 18 
years. Pick a Christmas Tag (with a child’s needs/sizes on it) from the electronic 
sign-up or pick one from a Tree at Salem, Singelstads or Davids. Monetary 
donations are accepted at FTSB and MBT banks. For electronic sign-up go to: 
tinyurl.com/LMClothesForKids     Purchase the items on the child’s tag, wrap in 
one box, attach the original tag to the gift & deliver to one of the listed locations 
by Friday Dec 12. Each child’s requests have been divided into two tags. One for 
clothing and the other for shoes and socks. This is an effort to keep costs 
affordable for the givers and be able to provide for the child’s needs. 



AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 
SUNDAY 12/7 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt) 
10:00am Fellowship  
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 
MONDAY 12/8 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 
WEDNESDAY 12/10 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
 
SUNDAY 12/14 
9:00am Worship (Christmas Program)-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am Birthday Party For Jesus-Fellowship Hall 
 
Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 10/30/25 is $72,335.81 
The total received as of 11/24/25 is $172,777. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 
Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 

 
Salem Office: 592.1771 This week…Monday-Friday 11:00am-5:00pm 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

