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Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 4, 2022 – 9:00am 
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude.  Central to this is that we are a  forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 
Sunday--9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Special Music: Brady Kurtz 
Readers: Wayne VanVeldhuizen 
Liturgical Choir: 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Gavin Paton 
Ushers: Helgeson Family 
Communion Servers: Dan & Allison Rice, Jon & Becky Helgeson, Nancy Guttormson 
Altar Guild for December: All members 
Worship Coordinator: Becky Helgeson 
 
 

The Live Stream Broadcast is given in Honor  
of JoAnn & Jim Villa’s 80th Birthdays.   

JoAnn’s Birthday is December 2nd, 
Jim’s Birthday is December 7th. 

 
 

Salem Contact Information: 
Pastor Joel Guttormson:  641.596.0535          

joelguttormson@gmail.com 

 

Shannon Bruhns, Council President: 
641.592.5978  /  641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

Ruth Sheldon, Organist:  641.592.0184 
Barb Kinseth, Custodian 
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin:  641.590.1182 
 
Salem Office:  641.592.1771 
salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:joelguttormson@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make 

a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. 

For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the 

poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the 

lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the 

spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 
 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

BELL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 

You fasten righteousness around your waist 
 

and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 
 

and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 

We ask that peace abound, 
 

until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 
 

Two candles are lit as we sing the advent canticle 

ADVENT CANTICLE     Wait for the Lord                  ELW #262 
We will sing the canticle three times through  
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 
We stand for the gathering hymn 

GATHERING HYMN On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry (vs. 1-3)  ELW #249 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 



5 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME     Jews and Gentiles Together     Whirl Story Bible p.462 

               

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                               Isaiah 11:1-10 
1
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 

his roots. 
2
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

fear of the LORD. 
3
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
4
but 

with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 

the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath 

of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5
Righteousness shall be the belt around his 

waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 
6
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 

calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7
The 

cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion 

shall eat straw like the ox. 

 
8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 

shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 

mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 

cover the sea. 

 
10

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 

shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God. 
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SCRIPTURE SONG    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   ELW #272 

 
 

SECOND READNG                                              Romans 15:4-13 
4
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
5
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 

with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 
6
so that together you may with 

one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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7
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 
8
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised 

on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to 

the patriarchs, 
9
and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As 

it is written,  

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your  

name”; 
10

and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11

and again,   

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12

and again 

Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;  

in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
       13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
We stand for the reading of the gospel and sing the gospel acclamation through twice 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        ELW #236 

  

GOSPEL                   Matthew 3:1-12 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
1
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 

2
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

3
This is the one of whom 

the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
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 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 

his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
6
and they were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 
7
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 

to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 

9
Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. 
10

Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 
11

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12

His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 

threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         As the Dark Awaits the Dawn              ELW #261 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                            Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of  

the world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
We will be seated for the prayers.   

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and 

theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your 

people. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be 

no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. 

Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who 

will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, 

and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for 

themselves. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are 

exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. 

Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those 

fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 

ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for 

people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones. God, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for 

their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy 

of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

The pastor concludes the prayers. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 

prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 

pray.  Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  
 

OFFERING  
 

MUSICAL OFFERING             Mary, Did You Know?              Brady Kurtz                                  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive 

these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 

mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 

Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, 

We praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
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When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

You sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all 

the suffering world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming 

again in righteousness and peace. 
 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our 

faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Be strong, do not fear!   

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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COMMUNION SONG                   What Feast of Love                       ELW #487 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to 

earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 

promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace 

of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN               The King Shall Come                      ELW #260 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 

1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 

1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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Second 

Sunday  

of Advent 
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