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Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2021 — 5:30pm




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Sondra Nelson

Liturgical Choir: Open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for November:

All Guild Members

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Margaret Oakland
Liturgical Choir: Al Skellenger, Sue Myli,
Nancy Guttormson

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: Lyle Thomson

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for November:

All Guild Members

The radio broadcast is given in Memory of Harlan Evenson’s birthday from
Brad & family. Harlan’s birthday is November 17th.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wectatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice
in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily
herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the LORD of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called
to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of
Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS

All are invited to remain seated for the Gathering Hymn.

GATHERING HYMN  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW #249
0 4 .
i — . | i % | I . . | lﬁ
(CERES e =
J ’ () - ® ) ’

1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’'s cry an - nounc - ¢s
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; make  straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for God with - in, and let us all our
and our  great re - ward; with - out your grace we
rise to fall no more;  oh, let your face up -
has our free - dom won, whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for  Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with  love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

CALL TO WORSHIP
The voice of one crying in the wilderness says:
“Prepare the way for the Lord, make his paths straight.”




We stand for the singing of the Kyrie and Prayer of the day

KYRIE ELW #155
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.3 Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Ky - ri-e e - lei - son.
2 Chris - te e - lei - son. Chris - te e - lei - son.
1,3 lLord, ... have mer - cy. Lovd, . ... have mer - cy
2 Christ,. . . have mer - cy. Christ, . . . . have mer - cy.
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Ky - nm-e¢ e - le - 1 - son
Chris - te e - le - i -  son.
Lord, . .. have  mer - Cy.
Christ, . . . have  mer - cy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WREATH LIGHTING Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

ELW #240
During the singing of the song a new candle is lit each successive Sunday in Advent.
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-st - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to  watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.




] i 1 —

fod ; 3
1y . F H P ) A

He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom-ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and [lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - rv.
He is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

WREATH BLESSING

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation
for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the
fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with
your grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this
through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4
'See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. “But who
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; “he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. “Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of
old and as in former years.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALMODY Luke 1:68-79
Todays psalm will be read responsively beginning with the women

*“Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,

you have come to your people and set them free.
**You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,

born of the house of your servant David.

"“Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
"‘from the hands of all who hate us,

“to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.

"“This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
"to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
"holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.

°And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,

""to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.

“In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

"to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11
°I thank my God every time | remember you, ‘constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you, "because of your sharing in the gospel
from the first day until now. °I am confident of this, that the one who began a
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is
right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,
for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the
defense and confirmation of the gospel. “For God is my witness, how | long for



all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. >And this is my prayer, that your
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight “to help you
to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, ‘'having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Wait for the Lord ELW #262
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
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GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6
The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, “during the
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. “He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, “as it is written in
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,



“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and
hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough
ways made smooth; °and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Prepare the Royal Highway ELW #264
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own € - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His 1s no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav'n a - bove.
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Let ev -'ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ty na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule 1is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told 1in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let vyourpraise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho - san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father,God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
The Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make
our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that
their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with
shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create
and call good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of
those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the
imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold
in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives
to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill.
Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received.
Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in
youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly
remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until
the day of your coming. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered as the pastor concludes the prayers.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
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MEAL

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this
simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Most High God,

you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom
we wait.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! ELW #246
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I Hark! a thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is  near,” we
2 Wak-ened by the sol - emn warn - ing, from earth’s bond - age
3 See the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, come with par - don
4 So, when next he comes in glo - ry and the world is
5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, and bless - ing to the Fa - ther
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hear it say. “Cast a - way the works of dark - ness,
let us rise; Christ, our sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling,
down from heav'n. Let us haste, with tears of SOr - row,
wrapped in  fear, he will shield us with his mer - cy
and the  Son with the ev - er - last - ing Spir - it
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all you chil - dren of the day!”
shines up on the morn - ing skies
one and all, to be for - giv'n;
and with words of love draw near.
while un end - ing a - ges run!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation
on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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