
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

December 29 – January 4 
 
 

Becoming Who We Were Intended to Be 
In this Christmas season we celebrate that Jesus has come among us to free us 

from our enslavement to sin and to restore the dignity of our human nature. 

With Christ dwelling richly within us, we are empowered to answer our divine 

callings. 

In the gospel Jesus models this by spending time in his “Father’s house,” 

listening carefully and learning from the teachers. Because of this faithfulness, 

he increased in wisdom and “in divine and human favor.” Likewise, Samuel 

learned from the scriptures. This helped him to grow both in stature and “in 

favor with the Lord and with the people.” 

Both Jesus and Samuel are young boys in today’s texts, yet they’re already in the 

temple answering their unique calls. This illuminates that as God’s children, with 

the Spirit at work within us, it is never too soon to begin the work of ministry. 

The Colossians text instructs us, as God’s chosen ones, to clothe ourselves with 

love. Humility and the attributes of a servant will enable us to forgive one 

another and live in peace. In addition, a heart of gratitude is important. 

Together, these scriptures help us recognize that each one of us is called through 

our baptism. God seals us with the Holy Spirit and sets about to transform us 

through that call. As we answer it, we become who God intends us to be. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Psalm 148 
Colossians 3:12-17 

Luke 2:41-52 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Tammy and Clayton Butler, Lucy Charlson, 
Sharon Casey, David & Marlys Cavett, Gordon Cavett 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
30-Doris Tweed 
30-Wesley Turnbull 

1-Hallie Mannes 
2-Alexander Mosby 

2-Ronald Langfald 
3-Matt Helgeson 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 12/22/24: No update due          Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/22/24: to the Financial              Sunday--69                        
LAST YEAR: as of 12/22/23: Secretary being          Christmas Eve--260 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: unavailable 
 

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Tuckpointing/Steeple Project Update: Total received as of 12/11/24  $ 167,657  
Total available balance as of 10/31/24  $60,699.32  All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
in the memo when submitting your contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Baptism: We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism Rosie June 
Hengesteg, daughter of Bryan and Hannah Hengesteg. Rosie will be baptized on 
December 29, 2024. Her godparent is Molly Hunchis. Her grandparents are John 
& Candee Hunchis and Donna & Mike Hengesteg. 
 

Weather Policy: Just a reminder that the weather may not be as 
friendly this time of year as this snowman! Should there be an 
emergency schedule change an announcement will be made via 
the following: Salem Lutheran Church Lake Mills Facebook page,  
KIOW Radio 107.3 (Forest City), KIMT TV Channel 3. 
Contact Shannon Bruhns at 641-592-5978/641-590-1532 



New Years Trivia 
1: When did the New Year's Eve Ball first drop in Times Square? 
2: How large is the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball in diameter? 
3: When did partiers first celebrate New Year's Eve in Times Square? 
4: How many versions of the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball have there been 
to date? 
5: What materials made up the first-ever Times Square New Year's Eve Ball?  
6: How much did the first Times Square New Year's Eve Ball weigh? 
7: How many light bulbs covered the first Times Square New Year's Eve Ball? 
8: When did LED lights first appear on the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball? 
9: How many triangles total are there on the Times Square ball?  
10: How many colors can the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball display?  
11: How much does the Times Square ball weigh? 
12: How many total LED lights are in the Times Square ball?  
13: What metal replaced iron in the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball? 
14: When were computer controls introduced to the Times Square New Year's 
Eve Ball? 
15: What are the triangles on the Times Square ball made from? 
16: How tall are the numerals on the Waterford Crystal Times Square New Year's 
Eve Ball? 
17: How much does the sparkling Waterford Crystal Times Square New Year's 
Eve Ball weigh? 
18: When was the first "time ball" drop on record? 
19: What two years did the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball not drop? 
20: How much confetti is dropped in Times Square on New Year's Eve? 
21: How many people tune watch the Waterford Crystal Times Square New 
Year's Eve Ball drop each year? 
22: Which country celebrates New Year's Day on April 14th? 
23: In Scottish traditions, who do you kiss at midnight on New Year's Eve? 
24: In what year was January 1 officially declared the first day of the new year? 
25: The Dutch believe eating what on New Year's Day will bring good luck? 
26: When was the first Tournament of Roses parade? 
27: What was given as gifts on New Year's Day in ancient Persia? 
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28: In Spain, 12 of what type of food is eaten at midnight on New Year's Eve for 
good luck?? 
29: Who was the first broadcast host of Times Square New Year's Eve 
celebrations? 
30: What country gained independence on Jan. 1, 1803? 
31: On average, how many babies are born each Jan. 1 in the United States? 
32: What do people in the Southern United States eat for good luck on New 
Year's Eve? 
33: How many glasses of bubbly are consumed on New Year's Eve? 
34: Smashing a peppermint version of what animal is considered good luck in 
New York? 
35: According to the International Date Line, where on Earth is New Year's 
celebrated first each year? 
36: In Australia, which city is famous for its New Year's Eve fireworks? 
 

 
 

1. 1907 2. 12 feet 3. 1904 4. 7 5. Iron and wood 6. 700 pounds 7. 100 8. 2007 9. 2,688 
10. 16 million 11. 11,875 pounds 12. 32,256 13. Aluminum 14. 1995 15. Waterford 
Crystals 16. 7 Feet 17. About six tons (12,000 pounds) 18. 1833 19. 1942 and 1943 (due 
to wartime lighting restrictions in World War II) 20. About 1 ton 21. About one billion 
22. Nepal 23. Everyone in the room 24. 46 B.C. 25. Donuts 26. 1890 27. Eggs 28. Grapes 
29. Guy Lombardo 30. Haiti 31. 10,312 32. Black-eyed peas 33. 360 million 34. Pig  
35. The Kiritimati Atoll in Kiribati 36. Sydney 
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Taking Down The Green: Please help us take down the greens on Saturday, 
January 4th, starting at 9:00am.  Many hands make little work.  Thank you! 
 

Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 – 6:30 pm 

President Shannon Bruhns called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Shannon Bruhns, Doug Bruhns, Laura Gardner, Sue Langerud, 

Marci Prescott, Cindy Haugsdal. 

Absent: Delane Behr, Mary Peterson, Dan Rice, Mike Swenson 

Shannon opened the meeting with an Advent devotional video from Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton from the ELCA.  

Secretary’s Report:  November Minutes were available for review. There were 

no additions or corrections.  

Doug moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Sue. All approved. 

Communication and correspondence – received 2 anonymous donations of $50 

each, $100 deposited into the general fund. 

Treasurer’s Report: Doug provided a written and verbal report.  

Total income for November 2024 $23,933.55 

Total Expenses for November 2024 $19,070.35 (Income less expense $4,863.20)  

Checking account balance (11/30/2024) $111,538.36 

FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (11/30/2024) $61,409.32 

CD’s at FTSB (11/30/2024) Reserves $27,287.12 

CD at MBT (11/30/2024) Ness Estate $41,774.60 

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report.  

2024 YTD total offerings (11/30/2024) $181,700 

2023 YTD total offerings (11/30/2023) $173,011 

Laura moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Sue. All 

approved.  



Board Reports 

Enduring Gift Fund: Next report (Oct/Nov/Dec 2024) due in February 2025. 

Board of and Music:  Mary provided a written report:  

Board of Life & Growth: Sue provided a written and verbal report: Narthex 

Nativity Scene assembled, replacing the Angel Tree which was moved to the 

Fellowship Hall; Helped with the 150th church celebration which went well; 

Planning to use glow sticks for the children at the 5:00 pm candlelight service.  

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: No report.  

Board of Property and Management: Mike provided a written report: Visited 

with Young Construction regarding shingling the south steeple, still planning on 

doing the job in December, weather permitting; Called NGT regarding the 

automatic doors, they have been here twice and unsuccessful so far, waiting for 

another part; The Bunn coffeemaker in the kitchen does not work properly, 

repairman has been here twice, still not working like it should; Kirschbaum has 

begun the heating/AC project in the east education wing, plans are this to be 

completed in December. 

Board of Youth: Marci provided a written and verbal report: Faith Formation 

Christmas Program will be this Sunday, 12/15, with a Birthday Party for Jesus in 

the fellowship hall afterwards; working on list of people that we will visit while 

Christmas Caroling on Wednesday, 12/18; Confirmation students will not have 

class that day and will participate with the Caroling; Next meeting will be later in 

January after the Annual meeting to include new board members.                                                   

Pastoral Care Support: No funerals. 

Pastor’s Report: None. 

Doug moved to accept board reports, seconded by Sue. All approved. 

Old Business:  

A. Call Committee Report – Shannon reported that the last meeting with the 
coaching team involved finding projects that align with the 



positives/strengths at Salem, the things that bring us joy. They will be 
bringing an update to the congregation asking for their input.  

B. Capital Project Updates 

a. South Steeple Project – see Property and Management report  
b. Bell Tower removal/repair – no update 

C. 2025 Budget Planning Draft Review – Review/Approval planned at January 
meeting. Doug also reviewed and accepted any budget requests from 
board chairs. 

a. Office Administrator (Marci Prescott) annual review was completed 
on December 3. There were no concerns and her review was 
positive. A 3% salary increase is recommended. Sue moved that a 
3% increase in salary of Office administrator in 2025, seconded by 
Laura. All approved. (Marci left the meeting for this discussion and 
returned following the vote). 

D. Annual Meeting Planning 
a. January 19, 2025, at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. Snow date is 

January 26, 2025. 
b. Board Reports (due 12/19/2024) 

New Business:  

A. Annual Meeting Agenda – Shannon reviewed what will be on the agenda 
and when the agenda will be posted. 

B. Lifewise (lifewise.org) – 2 community members inquired about potential 
use of space at Salem in the future for classes. Members were given 
handouts about the program. Religion classes held at Salem should align 
with our Lutheran theology.  

C. New Members – None 
D. Transfers/statistical adjustments – Members list revisions have been 

completed (inactive members moved to the Friends of Salem list as 
discussed previously) and the corrected active member list will be 
reflected in the Annual Meeting packet.  

E. Next meeting will be held Thursday, January 10, 2025, at 6:30 pm in the 
Salem library. 



Doug moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Laura. All approved. The 

meeting was adjourned. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted,   

Cindy Haugsdal 
 

ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  THE  SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 12/29 
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
No Faith Formation-Holiday Break   
MONDAY 12/30 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
SUNDAY 1/5 
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways-- Give through 
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. Return forms to the 
office.   (Much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program) 
 

New Devotionals have been placed in the Narthex, feel free to take one.  
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available 2025: Jan 19, 26, Feb 9, 16, 23, March 
9, 16, 23, 30, May 4, June 15, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 14, 
Oct 5, 12, 19, 26, Nov 2, 16, 23, 30, Dec 7, 28.  Cost is $40.  Call: 641-592-1771 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… 
Mon: 10am-2pm, Tues: 10am-5pm, Wed: 10am-2pm, Thurs: 10am-5pm,  
Fri: 10am-2pm. (Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

