SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
December 28 - January 3

Joy and Sorrow at Christmas

The joy-filled carols of Christmas still seem to echo in the nave as the assembly
gathers for worship. There is praise of God in the psalm this day as the psalmist
sings of the Lord present in all creation even as the same creation reveals a
Creator worthy of praise. Still, our joy is not complete for sin continues, even in
these days. Herod, bent on destroying Jesus, orders the murders of the youngest
children of Bethlehem. Even today the distress present in a dangerous and
unjust human society presses in. Human sin severs our relationships with God
and one another.

In the midst of our distress, Jesus comes in flesh and blood and is proclaimed in
today’s readings to be fully human, and even vulnerable, just as we are. Yet the
Christ child also is Lord and Savior. Even while Herod plots, God makes a way to
use this for good. Guiding Joseph by dreams, Jesus and his family are saved and
the words of Hosea 11:1 are fulfilled. In this way we are reminded once more
this is no ordinary child, this is the Christ child, the Messiah, the one sent to save
and redeem a broken and sinful humanity.

Once more we discover God does not simply fix our lives, removing all obstacles
and difficulties. Instead, God uses the harsh realities of life as opportunities for
the gospel to be proclaimed, hope to triumph, and grace to shine forth. This is
Jesus, our Emmanuel, God with us, when we flee to Egypt and as we return to
dwell in Nazareth.



THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Isaiah 63:7-9 Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 148 Psalm 147:12-20
Hebrews 2:10-18 Ephesians 1:3-14
Matthew 2:13-23 John 1:[1-9] 10-18

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Dolly Gregor, Gary Heimdal, David & Lorinda Groe,
Steven, Melissa, Lukas, Katelyn and Megan Groe, Kevin, Jolene, Kray Grothe,
Randy, Christi, Samuel and Katelyn Grothe

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

30-Doris Tweed 1-Hallie Mannes 2-Ronald Langfald
30-Wesley Turnbull 2-Alexander Mosby 3-Matt Helgeson
-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST WEEK: 12/21/25: S 1,447 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/22/25: $ 183,253 74

LAST YEAR: as of 12/22/24: $200,226
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S -16,973

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 11/28/25 is $28,106
The total received as of 12/16/25 is $173,177. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, January 15; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-
6:00pm. Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE
to 999-7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call 592-1771
2026 Dates available: Jan 4, 25, Feb 8, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 17, June 28, July
12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.
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Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Thursday, December 2, 2025--6:30pm

Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Sue Langerud,
Laura Gardner, Marci Prescott, Mary Peterson, Marilyn Hoffman. Guests from
nominating committee: Craig Haugsdal and Ashley Brackey.

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. Sue Langerud led with
devotions.

Secretary’s Report (Marilyn Hoffman) Motion by Laura, second by Bruce to
approve. Carried.

Communication and Correspondence:

2 financial donations and request from the LM Area Historical Society

Food Shelf update January through November: Households: 2,820 ('25) 2,293
('24) Total individuals: 7,593 (‘25) compared to 5,805 (‘24) Ashley asked if we
had Salem informational materials available. There is not, but can certainly be
made available. Marci will look into materials.

Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided.

Total income for November 2025 $15,821.77

Total Expenses for November 2025 $18,611.48 (Income less expense -$2,789.71)
Checking account balance (11/30/25) $147,281.47

FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (11/30/25) $28,106.55

CD’s at FTSB (11/30/25) Reserves $27,287.12

CD at MBT (11/30/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report.

2025 YTD total offerings (11/24/25) $164,560 No church on November 30 due
to weather.

Marci moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Sue. All
approved.

Board Reports:

Worship & Music Board Report - Mary Peterson

The board of Worship & Music met on 11/24/25. Items discussed were special
music for the advent season, along with a progress report on the poinsettia




orders. We also discussed getting the pianos tuned with the help of Ruth
Sheldon to coordinate. We also talked about Hanging of the Greens & who was
going to be available to help. The Faith Formation Christmas Program is
scheduled for Dec 14" & the Salem Caroling will be held on Dec 17", Mary noted
they have someone coming to tune all 5 pianos at Salem. Mike also had
guestions regarding the organ and will make a contact with the person that
works on the organ.

Life and Growth Board Report - Sue Langerud

Sue noted Advent schedule postcards were mailed out. They have glow sticks for
the Carolers and also for the Christmas Eve Service. Due to the weather, the
decorating of the church is very minimal this year. Garland is in bad shape and
should be replaced for future years. Someone will look into pricing. Maybe
consider having students help with decorating in future years as a service
project.

Board of Stewardship & Social Ministry — No report

Board of Property & Management - Mike Swenson

Mike noted the LM Area Historical Society is looking for room to sort through
historical documents on December 9th. They will use a couple of the empty
rooms in the west wing of the Educational Unit and he will research alternate
heat sources. The church bell is currently in storage and suggestions on how to
mount by Salem are requested.

Youth & Education Board Report - Marci Prescott

Confirmation students collected donations for the food bank, in the community,
along with One In Christ confirmation students. They also had a lock in with
programming provided by Lutheran Lakeside Camp, both were very successful
events. We will do Christmas caroling at the LM Care Center, Mills Harbour and
in the community on Wed. Dec. 17. Faith Formation is getting ready for their
Christmas program, which will be on Dec. 14" during worship (backup date of
Dec. 21) with a birthday party for Jesus following, in the Fellowship Hall.

Pastor’s Report-OPEN. Discussion held on ways council can research filling
pastoral vacancy if call committee is unable to receive names from the Synod.



Motion to approve board reports by Marilyn, second by Marci. Approved.

Old Business:

Call Committee - Shannon Bruhns & Kathy Chose

The call committee has contacted Pastor Brackett to know if there has been any
interest in Salem after the posting of the Enhanced Call Video. No update to
report. Continue to pray for an answer to Salem's pastoral call.

Following the report, it was noted there will be another community meeting to
discuss the current shortage of pastors in the area. This meeting is open and will
be held on Sunday, December 7" at 3 p.m. in the Ballroom at Waldorf. One in
Christ has secured an interim pastor that will hold communion one time monthly
at the 4 churches. Also discussion on LMAMA membership with the shortage of
pastors.

New Business:

Annual Meeting date — Sunday, January 18", 2026 in Fellowship Hall following
the church service. Alternate date will be Sunday, January 25%.

2026 Ballot — Presented by Nominating Committee. Motion by Mike, second by
Mary to accept the names presented on the ballot. Carried.

2026 Synod Giving (currently give 5%) — Motion by Marilyn, second by Bruce to
remain at 5%. Carried.

Staff payrate — Council went into closed session to discuss a pay raise for
secretary, Marci Prescott. Motion by Bruce, second by Marilyn to approve a pay
raise. Carried.

New Members: None

Transfer/Statistical Adjusts: None

Next Meeting—Tuesday, January 6, 2026

We closed by saying the Lord’s Prayer. Motion by Laura, second by Sue to
adjourn. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

Marilyn Hoffman, acting recording secretary



Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few
other kids’ items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make
sure donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be
left inside the south entrance anytime.

The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2:00-5:00pm every Monday for anyone in
need of additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the
Lake Mills School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed
at the south entrance. Anyone in need of food when the food shelf is not open,
call and leave a message at 641-592-1771, someone will call back.

Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person
included in the prayer chain, please call the office.

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and
will take action on behalf of others. If you will pray for those in need, sign-up in
the Narthex. If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call the office and
the prayer request will get sent out. If there is no answer, leave a message. All
requests will be confidential among the prayer chain ministry. Thank you!

Home visits: We are creating a list of people who may be more homebound and
would like a visit with one of our Salem members. If you know of someone, let
them know we are doing this and call the church office or sign up in the Narthex.
641-592-1771. Leave a message if there is no answer. -Board of Life & Growth

Collections: We collect pop tabs, eyeglasses and receipts from David’s
Marketplace and Hy-Vee. The WELCA group receives 1 tenth of 1% of all receipts
collected from David's. The Hy-Vee receipts go towards a cure for cancer. The
baskets for all of these are in the Narthex (under the coat rack). Please do not
roll the receipts and keep David's separate from Hy-Vee. Thank you!






AFTER WORSHIP EVERYONE IS INVITED TO STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY 12/28
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 12/29
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN

WEDNESDAY 12/31
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

SUNDAY 1/4
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you
to sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Taking Down The Greens: Volunteers are needed to help take down the greens
on Wednesday, January 7 at 3:00pm. Please come and help if you are available.

Blue Poinsettia in the sanctuary is in memory of Kurtis & Verna Helgeson.
Happy Heavenly Birthday dad on December 24. From Bruce & Connie Helgeson,
Gary & Linda Helgeson, Steve & Judy Eidness and families

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways...

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by
the office. We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program)

Salem Office: This week...Monday: 11-2:30pm, Tuesday-Friday: 11-5
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure open 641-592-1771)



http://www.salemlakemills.com/

