
 

 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 
Lessons & Carols for Christmas 
December 28, 2025 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00am Service 
Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Readers: Shannon Bruhns, Laura Gardner, Cindy Haugsdal, Brook Christianson, 
Becky Helgeson, Beth Nelson, Wayne VanVeldhuizen 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Kenley Helgeson, Danika White 
Communion Servers:  
Music Leaders: Al & Willie Skellenger 
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson 
Altar Guild for December: All Members 

 
The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Honor of  

Delane & Darlene Behr’s 48th Wedding Anniversary  
 
 

 
Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 

641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:salem@wctatel.net


GATHERING SONG           Angels We Have Heard on High           ELW #289

 
 

DIALOGUE 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 

By day and night he shines for all to see. 
 

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 

that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
 

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 

so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 



Jesus is the light of the world. 

Jesus is the light of our lives. 
 

Sing to God a new song! 

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in 

our darkness— a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a 

manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the 

Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in 

our hearts. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                                                                  Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 

A reading from Genesis, 
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there 

was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light 

from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 

from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 

years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." 

And it was so. 16God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day 

and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. 17God set them in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, 

and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
 

Here ends the reading. 

 

 



FIRST CAROL               Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                  ELW #288 

 
 

SECOND READING                                                                         Micah 5:2-5a 

A reading from Micah 
 

 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is 

from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall 

return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 

strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And 

they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he 



shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our 

soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 
 

Here ends the reading. 

 

SECOND CAROL                  O Little Town of Bethlehem                 ELW #279 

 



THIRD READING                                                                      Luke 1:26-35, 38  

A reading from Luke 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How 

can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 

the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, 

"Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." 

Then the angel departed from her.. 
 

Here ends the reading 

 

THIRD CAROL                Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                 ELW #272 

 
 



 
 

FOURTH READING                                                                  Matthew 1:18-25 

A reading from Matthew 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 

to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 

man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 

quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear 

a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet: 

 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When 

Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 

took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 

son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

Here ends the reading. 

 

 

 



FOURTH CAROL                        Love Has Come                              ELW #292 

 
 

FIFTH READING                                                                               Luke 2:8-20 

A reading from Luke 
 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 

"Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 



another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they 

made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Here ends the reading. 

 

FIFTH CAROL                                  The First Noel                            ELW #300 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

SIXTH READING                                                                         Matthew 2:1-11 

A reading from Matthew 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

    6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 

    rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people  

    Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 

so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they 

set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 

until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 

had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw 

the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. 
 



Here ends the reading. 

 

SIXTH CAROL                             What Child is This                          ELW #296 

 
 

SEVENTH READING                                                                         John 1:1-14 

A reading from John 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in 



the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

Here ends the reading.  

 

SEVENTH CAROL                       Joy to the World                            ELW #267 

 



 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER                   

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 

Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

to sing for joy with the angels. 
 

In the brightness of his life 

cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 

In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.    

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you 

bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of 

the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.  

Amen. 



BLESSING  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 
 

You are the shepherds telling the story. 

We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
 

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 

We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 
 

You are the angels announcing peace. 

We live with joy and go now in peace. 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                 Go Tell It on the Mountain                     ELW #290 

 



DISMISSAL 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 
 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB177908. 

Church Copyright License (CCLI) #521966 

Church Copyright Streaming Plus License #22543704 

NRSVue, Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used 

by permission. 


