Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

First Sunday of Christmas
Lessons & Carols for Christmas
December 28, 2025 — 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00am Service

Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Shannon Bruhns, Laura Gardner, Cindy Haugsdal, Brook Christianson,
Becky Helgeson, Beth Nelson, Wayne VanVeldhuizen
Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Kenley Helgeson, Danika White
Communion Servers:

Music Leaders: Al & Willie Skellenger

Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson

Altar Guild for December: All Members

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Honor of
Delane & Darlene Behr’s 48" Wedding Anniversary

Salem Contact Information:

Delane Behr, Council President Office Admin: Marci
641.592.4195 Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 salem(@wctatel.net
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GATHERING SONG Angels We Have Heard on High ELW #289
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,

2 Shep-herds, why this

3 Come to

ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous

Beth -le - hem and see  him whose birth the

strains pro - long?
an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n -ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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DIALOGUE
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
By day and night he shines for all to see.

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.



Jesus is the light of the world.
Jesus is the light of our lives.

Sing to God a new song!
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

OPENING PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in
our darkness— a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a
manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the
Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in
our hearts. Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18
A reading from Genesis,

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, *the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. *Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there
was light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

“And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and

years, °and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth."
And it was so. '®*God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day
and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. !’God set them in the dome
of the sky to give light upon the earth, '®to rule over the day and over the night,
and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.

Here ends the reading.



FIRST CAROL Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW #288
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I Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall.
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Christ 18 born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
SECOND READING Micah 5:2-5a
A reading from Micah

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days. *Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall
return to the people of Israel. *And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And
they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; >and he



shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our
soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.

Here ends the reading.

SECOND CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW #279
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0] lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-Ile-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the st - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-dring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be bormn in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last-ing  light.
O  morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels the great glad td - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to- night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!



THIRD READING Luke 1:26-35, 38
A reading from Luke

2In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, ?’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 2And he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you." ?But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. *The angel said to her, "Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *!And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. **He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." **Mary said to the angel, "How
can this be, since I am a virgin?" **The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *¥Then Mary said,
"Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word."
Then the angel departed from her..

Here ends the reading

THIRD CAROL Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW #272
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sar - ah had fore - told it, the rose I have n
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 0O Sav - 1or, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the

woe; O Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a  Sav - ior, when half-spent was the  night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - 'ty load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

FOURTH READING Matthew 1:18-25

A reading from Matthew

¥Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. ?Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. 2°But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2'She will bear
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their

sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

B"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." ?*When
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he
took her as his wife, ?’but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a
son; and he named him Jesus.

Here ends the reading.



FOURTH CAROL Love Has Come ELW #292
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love is life ev - er -
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Beth -le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love s Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
0 . . .
)" AN M I I 1 I I [N I |
y 4 — T I P > | | — 4 — —
DO— ' I ) — e A S S— . — .
= & | I 1
hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el.
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
FIFTH READING Luke 2:8-20
A reading from Luke

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. !°But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: ''to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. '*This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger." *And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

SWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one



another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us." '°So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. "When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; '®and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. ""But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Here ends the reading.

FIFTH CAROL The First Noel ELW #300
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I The first Mo - el the an - gel did  say was o
2 They look - ed up and SaW a star shin-ing
3 And by the light of that same  star three . .
4 This star drew near o the north - west, o'er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
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carth it gave . great light, and . . S0 it con -
king was their . . . in -  tent, and to  fol - low the
did both stop and stay right . . o - ver the
there in his pres - enoe their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that Wils so deep.
tin-ued both  day and night.

star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je = sus  lay.
myrreh, and  frank - in - cense.
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SIXTH READING Matthew 2:1-11

A reading from Matthew

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage." *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; *and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. *They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the

rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people

Israel."
"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. ®Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word
so that I may also go and pay him homage." *When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 'On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.



Here ends the reading.

SIXTH CAROL What Child is This ELW #296
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1 What child is this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?

2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy., for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

SEVENTH READING John 1:1-14
A reading from John

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into

being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. *The light shines in



the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
°There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. ®He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens

everyone, was coming into the world.

'He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. ''"He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. ?But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Here ends the reading.

SEVENTH CAROL Joy to the World ELW #267
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord IS come! Let  ecarth re -
2 Joy to the carth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and  sor - row grow nor thorns m -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground: he comes fto make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - res of his  righ - teous -
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rOOIm and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his



AR e~ ' N I I .
L 1 s 1 J P & I
@ "\:‘L—J\ [ {r’ e - c.j
sing, and heav'n, and heav'’n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
RESPONSIVE PRAYER

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.

In his light, draw all to the manger
to gather in wonder with the shepherds.

In his light, draw all to the manger
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.

In his light, draw all to the manger
to sing for joy with the angels.

In the brightness of his life
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you
bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of
the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.



BLESSING

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

Praise God, all creatures here below!

You are the shepherds telling the story.
We tell it in the streets and across the land.

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.

You are the angels announcing peace.
We live with joy and go now in peace.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING SONG Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW #290
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - ‘ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the ecarth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.



DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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