
 

 

 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 2023 – 5:00pm 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 
Sunday—5:00pm Christmas Eve Service 
Preaching: Pastor Judith Wozniak 
Organist: Lisa Nelson 
Readers: Braylon Hanson, Tori Holtan, Krishna Hanson, Kalen Hanson, Megan Ritter, Finn 
Ritter, Tori Sterrenberg 
Sound: Brad Evenson 
Live Stream: Drake Abby 
Acolytes: Braylon Hanson, Tori Holtan 
Special Music: Bruce Adams, Jenna Eidness 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg, Dan & Allison Rice 
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 
Altar Guild for December: All Members 
Communion Servers: Sondra Nelson, Doug & Shannon Bruhns, Cindy Haugsdal, Braylon 
Hanson, Tori Holtan 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Salem Contact Information: 
Shannon Bruhns, Council President 

641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184 

 

Barb Kinseth, Custodian 

 

Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182 

mailto:shelby@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah 

declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring 

endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus 

Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good 

and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that 

shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

PEALING OF THE BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES 
 

Reader 1: We light the first Advent Candle: the candle of watching and waiting 

for we have searched and waited for our Savior to come to us. 

 

Reader 2: We light the second Advent Candle: the candle of preparation as we 

have prepared our hearts to receive the Savior. 

 

Reader 1: We light the third Advent Candle: the candle of beholding and 

believing because we have seen the mighty power and love of God in our lives. 

 

Reader 2: We light the fourth Advent Candle: the candle of rejoicing because we 

have been blessed with the good news of God’s love for all God’s people! 

 

Pastor: Now the time is near! The One who will save us, brings God’s light into 

our world. We light this Christ Candle in celebration of God’s most precious gift 

to us - our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GATHERING HYMN            O Come, All Ye Faithful                     ELW #283 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 

and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                  Isaiah 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the 

nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden,   

and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as 

on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 

garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 

endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                                   Titus 2:11-14 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that 

are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and 

the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is 

who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 

himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



SPECIAL MUSIC    MARY DID YOU KNOW             BRUCE ADAMS 

 

THIRD READING                                                      Luke 2:1-7 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also 

went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

FOURTH READING                                                     Luke 2:8-14 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       ELW #236 

 
 

GOSPEL                                        Luke 2:15-20 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they 

made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.] 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 
 



(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing              ELW #270 

 
 
 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                      Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for 

ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 
A brief silence. 
 

Glory to you, God, for the song of the angels, proclaiming to the world Christ’s 

holy birth. Give your church a joyful song to sing, that we bring the good news of 

peace and salvation to all people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Glory to you, God, for the stars that shine in the depth of the night. Provoke awe 

in our hearts at the expansive mystery of the cosmos. Open us to find beauty in 

the clear darkness of night and in the first glimmers of dawn. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Glory to you, God, for the child born to us who establishes a kingdom of justice 

and righteousness. Break bonds of oppression, bring reconciliation to warring 

lands, and establish peace from this time onward and forevermore. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 



Glory to you, God, for Mary’s loving care. Lead us to tend to one another in time 

of need. Share the comfort of your presence with all people tonight who are alone 

or separated from loved ones due to estrangement, incarceration, or illness 

(especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Glory to you, God, for the faithfulness of the shepherds in their vocation. Grant 

rest to any who feel exhausted from their work during this season: retail and 

restaurant workers, church musicians, administrative staff, and clergy, organizers 

of charitable-giving events, and service workers doing essential tasks. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Glory to you, God, for the multitude of the heavenly host. We rejoice in the zeal 

of all your saints (especially) who have witnessed the appearing of your grace, 

and who reveal to us your salvation for all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your 

abundant grace. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.    

And also with you.  
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING  
 

MUSICAL OFFERING                      NOEL         JENNA EIDNESS 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts 

with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen 

us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out 

in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 
 

 



 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The pastor greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought 

light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to 

shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, 

we await his coming again when all things will be restored in him. By your Spirit 

bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may live as 

your children, shining with the light of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 



and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest!  Come to the table of peace. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome to Christ’s table to receive Holy Communion. Those not prepared to receive 

are invited to come for a blessing. The ushers will direct you to the two communion stations at 

the front of the sanctuary where communion will be served. If you desire to receive communion 

where you are sitting, the ushers will direct the communion assistants to come to you. For those 

who prefer, the inner ring of the communion tray has white grape juice.  All the bread being 

served this evening is gluten free. After receiving communion, you are invited to pick up a 

candle for the candle lighting. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN        What Feast of Love             ELW #487 

 



 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before the singing of Silent Night, the ushers will come forward to light their candles.  An 

instrumental prelude to Silent Night will be played during the reading of the Gospel of the 

Incarnation.  As the ushers light the candles of those in the pews, each in turn will light the 

candle to the next person. When all the participants candles are lit the ushers will dim the light 

in the sanctuary as the organist leads us in singing Silent Night.   

 

CANDLE LIGHTING       The Gospel of the Incarnation               John 1:1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 



CONGREGATIONAL HYMN       Silent Night, Holy Night!  ELW #281 

 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
We stand for the blessing.  

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit 

send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. 

Amen. 



The candles are extinguished. 
 

SENDING HYMN     Joy to the World                     ELW #267 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 
POINSETTIAS 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF TRAVIS HOFFMAN  

FROM HIS FAMILY 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF KURTIS & VERNA HELGESON  
FROM THEIR FAMILY 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF ALFRED & TRUDIE JENSON  

FROM DOUG & SHANNON BRUHNS 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MICHAEL GARDNER 
FROM HIS FAMILY 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF ERNIE AND MIKE  

FROM SUE LANGERUD 
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