SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
December 15 - 21

Being Recognized, Encountering Christ
Often called the visitation, the encounter between Mary and Elizabeth is full of
joy, recognition, gratitude, and blessing. Luke immediately follows the
annunciation with Mary’s journey to visit Elizabeth, who gives this unmarried
pregnant girl not only a safe haven but also the first glimpse of what it means to
be the mother of the Savior. The encounter is full of mystery and grace: the
mystery of new life forming but still invisible, and the grace of recognizing each
other as the Spirit-filled mothers they are becoming.
The story is also full of theological gravity: as the women encounter each other,
so do Jesus and John the Baptist. Yet the theological meaning is almost
overshadowed by the sheer physicality of the encounter. Imagine the hasty
travel, demonstrative greeting, joyful exclamation, the unborn John leaping for
joy, and robust singing. As the celebration of Christ’s birth approaches, the four
active and responsive bodies in this text remind us that this is, after all, the
incarnation itself unfolding.
God becomes a body in Jesus, and that body will be offered up for the sake of
the world. This body, recognized already by John in the womb, will eventually
undergo the suffering and shame of death on a cross. Without losing sight of
that big picture, today we enter into the up-close picture of Mary and Elizabeth’s
encounter and share in the joy and gratitude they have in common with all who
recognize Christ in their neighbor.

THIS WEEKS TEXTS NEXT WEEKS TEXTS
Zephaniah 3:14-20 Micah 5:2-5a
Isaiah 12:2-6 Luke 1:46b-55
Philippians 4:4-7 Hebrews 10:5-10

Luke 3:7-18 Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.

THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Claire Brackey, Spenser, Ashley, Lillian,
Adelyn and Emily Brackey, Vance & Kimberly Brackey, Doug & Shannon Bruhns,
Brian, Jill, Makenzie and Kalli Budach

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

23-Juniper 26-Carter Helgeson 27-Erich Stene

25-Tre Thorson 26-Mitchell Turnbull 27-Adam Ritter
-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 12/15/24: S 4,355 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/17/24: $ 195,948 145

LAST YEAR: as of 12/17/23: $191,335
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S 4,613

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Tuckpointing/Steeple Project Update: Total received as of 12/11/24 $ 167,657
Total available balance as of 10/31/24 $60,699.32 All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”

in the memo when submitting your contribution. Thank you! "

Card Shower: Joan Dalen (Wife to Pastor DuWayne Dalen) is
celebrating her 90" Birthday on Christmas Eve. Her family
invites you to send her a card and share a memory or story.
Please send cards to 350 Sumac Road, Mason City, IA 504501

A Huge Thank You to all who helped to make our church beautiful for the
Christmas season. From the windows to the courtyard to the narthex to the
sanctuary—all are glowing lights and beauty.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 5:00pm on Tuesday, December 24"




Fellowship Sunday, December 29: Please bring your leftover Christmas goodies
to share during fellowship.

Thank You to everyone that came out for Christmas Caroling and also to those
that donated goodies for the Carolers to enjoy!

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways-- Give through
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com

-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. Return forms to the
office. (Much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program)



http://www.salemlakemills.com/

ALL ARE INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER THE SERVICE

SUNDAY 12/22
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)
No Faith Formation-Holiday Break

MONDAY 12/23
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN

TUESDAY 12/24
Office Closed
5:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)

SUNDAY 12/29
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)
No Faith Formation-Holiday Break

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available 2025: Jan 19, 26, Feb 9, 16, 23, March
9, 16, 23, 30, May 4, June 15, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 14,
Oct 5, 12, 19, 26, Nov 2, 16, 23, 30, Dec 7, 28. Cost is S40.

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...
Mon: 10am-5pm, Tues: 10am-5pm, Wed: 10am-2pm, Thurs: 10am-5pm,
Fri: 10am-2pm. (Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open)




