
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

December 21 - 27 
 

A Meaning-Making Name 

Names are powerful makers of meaning both in the scriptures and in our lives. 

Consider how much we associate people with their names. A name is merely a 

word, a sound, yet it can completely represent a person. And our names can be 

powerful. Think about the resurrection account in John 20 when a distraught 

Mary Magdalene does not recognize Jesus in the garden. She does not recognize 

him until when? He speaks her name. 

The texts for the fourth Sunday of Advent invite us to explore the name 

“Emmanuel.” “Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 

shall name him Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). And he shall be called “Emmanuel,” God 

with us. This reality changes everything. Never is God so with us as in Jesus of 

Nazareth. Here is God-made-flesh, and in his very name, the Son of God 

proclaims just how with us and for us God really is. This fulfillment of prophetic 

promise offers us a delicate and dramatic reality: God has slipped into skin and 

walks among us in a totally new way, offering us life and salvation. 

 
THIS WEEKS READINGS 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 63:7-9 

Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Lois Fritz, Teresa, Morgan and Mason Fritz, 
Charles, Dianne and Laura Gardner, Jeremy, Janelle, Josie and Joa Gilbertson, 
Chelsey, Stella and Sterling Gonsalez, Jacob and Juniper Gonsalez 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
23-Juniper Gonsalez 26-Carter Helgeson 

26-Mitchell Turnbull 
27-Erich Stene 
27-Adam Ritter 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST WEEK: 12/14/25:  $     6,726      Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/16/25: $ 181,806                               116 
LAST YEAR: as of 12/16/24: $ 195,948 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $  -14,142 
 
Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship Service 
December 24, 2025 at 5:00pm with Pastor Steve Smith 
 
Winter Coats/Apparel:  Salem's Clothes Closet is in desperate need of womens, 
mens & childrens winter coats and other winter apparel. Please consider going 
through what you have at home and donating unused items. Donations can be 
left inside the south entrance at Salem anytime. Thank you!! 
 
Summer Camp:  Does your child want to attend summer bible camp? Check out 
your favorite summer camp website now, most of them have an early bird 
discount. Parents—after the down payment is complete, email your confirm-
ation letter with balance due to Marci at salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com 
and Salem will cover the rest of the registration fee (no extras). 
 
Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call 592-1771 
2026 Dates available: Jan 4, 25, Feb 8, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 17, June 28, July 
12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.      

mailto:salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com


Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you 
to sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 11/28/25 is $28,106 
The total received as of 12/16/25 is $173,177. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, January 15; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-
6:00pm. Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE 
to 999-7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 
 

Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be 
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few 
other kids’ items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make 
sure donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be 
left inside the south entrance anytime. 
 

The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2:00-5:00pm every Monday for anyone in 
need of additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the 
Lake Mills School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed 
at the south entrance.  Anyone in need of food when the food shelf is not open, 
call and leave a message at 641-592-1771, someone will call back. 
 

Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the 
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need 
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person 
included in the prayer chain, please call the office. 
 

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and 
will take action on behalf of others. If you will pray for those in need, sign-up in 
the Narthex. If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call the office and 
the prayer request will get sent out.  If there is no answer, leave a message. All 
requests will be confidential among the prayer chain ministry. Thank you! 
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AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 
SUNDAY 12/21 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 
MONDAY 12/22 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf OPEN—South WEST door 
2:30pm-4:30pm Kids Clothes Distribution—East Door 
 
WEDNESDAY 12/24 
5:00pm Christmas Eve Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
 
SUNDAY 12/28 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 
 
Salem Office: This week…Mon & Tues: 11-5, Wed & Thurs: Closed, Fri: 11-5 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure open 641-592-1771) 
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