
 

 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 21, 2025 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00m Service 
Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Readers: Margaret Okland 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Children’s Time: Lilly Brackey 
Acolytes: Paisley Nickson-Wilkinson, Kenley Helgeson 
Communion Servers:  
Music Leaders: Al & Willie Skellenger 
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson 
Altar Guild for December: All Members 

 
The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Loving Memory of  

Michael Gardner’s Birthday, From His Family 

 
Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 

641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:salem@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. 

The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named 

Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, 

Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for 

the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to 

celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please remain seated for the Lighting of the Advent wreath.  The first four 

candles will be lit as we sing the advent canticle which Ruth will play one time 

through first, and then we will sing the canticle three times through. 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. 

As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, so we wait and dream for you. 
 

Bless us and let your face shine upon us, 

More radiant than these candles, and more dear than all else we seek. 
 

Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good. 

Send us your promised child, our Emmanuel and Savior. Amen. 

 
ADVENT CANTICLE                        Wait for the Lord                 ELW #262 

 
 

 
 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GATHERING HYMN         Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus          ELW #254 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 

promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 



CHILDREN’S TIME                “Where Jesus Slept”                        Lilly Brackey 
                                                                   by Norma Lewis         
 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                            Isaiah 7:10-16 
10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 

put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 

too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the 

time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 

kings you are in dread will be deserted.”! 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                                                                                     Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector. 
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 

 3 Restore us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 4 O LORD God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
 

 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 



 17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

  

18 And so will we never turn away from you; 

  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

 19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 

SECOND READING                                                                        Romans 1:1-7 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according 

to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 

obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you 

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able.  Ruth will play the Gospel Acclamation one time 

through first, and then together we will sing one time through. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                ELW #236 

 



GOSPEL                                                                                     Matthew 1:18-25 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 

to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 

and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her 

quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 

bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet: 

 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital 

relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Savior of the Nations, Come           ELW #263 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                           Nicene Creed 

     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 



     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from The Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our 

spirits through the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we 

proclaim your advent among us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our  

hearts with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice 

and care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the 

faces of our neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt 

overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the 

challenges of depression, or who are ill. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities 

of support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide 

safety for all children and those who care for them. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service.  

Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we  



are held in your in love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.  

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the 

world signs of your kingdom come.  

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you 

patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and 

always.  

Amen. 



SENDING HYMN                           He Came Down                            ELW #253 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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