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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Hannah Sterrenberg
Liturgical Choir: Open

Sound: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Open

Ushers: Open

Altar Guild for December:

All Guild Members

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader 1: Bruce Adams

Reader 2: Nancy Guttormson
Reader 3: Shannon Bruhns
Reader 4: Dan Rice

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Altar Guild for December:

All Guild Members

The radio broadcast is given in Memory of Eva Colby
and Ardell & Phyllis Ausen from Doug & Candy Hanna.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net

The angels who appeared to Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph all proclaimed “Fear not!” in
response to the human emotions displayed before them. God’s word also breaks into the fears
of our world with the promise of Christ. Surely God is our salvation; we will trust, and will not
be afraid.
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GATHERING

PRELUDE & BELLS

All are invited to remain seated for the Gathering Hymn.
GATHERING HYMN People, Look East

ELW #248
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DIALOGUE
Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,

for the Lord God is my strength, and my might;
and has become my salvation.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him;
his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. (Based on Isaiah 11:1-3; 12:2)

OPENING PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

God of our salvation, you speak through angels and prophets, telling us: “Be
strong, do not fear! For I will come and save you.” Open our eyes and unstop our
ears, that we may sing for joy at the coming of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

(Isaiah 35)

FIRST READING:Fear not, Zechariah, priest and righteous one Luke 1:5-25
°In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth. °Both of them were righteous before God, living
blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. "But
they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in
years.

®0nce when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, *he
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. *°Now at the time of the incense offering,



the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. **Then there appeared to
him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. *When
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. *But the angel
said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. **You will have
joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, **for he will be great in the
sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth
he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. **He will turn many of the people of Israel
to the Lord their God. *"With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him,
to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of
the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." **Zechariah said to
the angel, "How will | know that this is so? For | am an old man, and my wife is
getting on in years." **The angel replied, "1 am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of
God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. *But
now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time,
you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur."
?Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in
the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they
realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and
remained unable to speak. *When his time of service was ended, he went to his
home.

2 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained
in seclusion. She said, ®This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked
favorably on me and took away the disgrace | have endured among my people.

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: The first Advent Candle is lit.

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.
You have called us by name; we are yours.
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Blessed be the God of Israel
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SECOND READING: Fear not, Mary, favored one of God Luke 1:26-38
?®In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, “’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. *And he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you." *But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. **The angel said to her, "Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. **And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. **He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." **Mary said to the angel, "How
can this be, since | am a virgin?" **The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. ¥For nothing will be impossible with
God." ®*Then Mary said, "Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: The second Advent Candle is lit.

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.
You have called us by name; we are yours.
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HYMN My soul proclaims your greatness ELW #251
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THIRD READNG: Fear not, Joseph, son of David Matthew 1:18-25
®Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. **Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. 2°But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. **She will bear
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their

sins." #All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

2" ook, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, "God is with us." **When
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he
took her as his wife, ®but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a
son; and he named him Jesus.

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: The Third Advent Candle is lit.

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.
You have called us by name; we are yours.

HYMN: Wait for the Lord ELW #262
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FOURTH READING: Fear not, chosen people of God Isaiah 43:1-7, 15-21
'But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you
are mine. “When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For | am the LORD your God, the
Holy One of Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba
in exchange for you. “Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and |
love you, | give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do
not fear, for I am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east, and from the
west | will gather you; °1 will say to the north, "Give them up," and to the south,
"Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of
the earth — “everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made."

> am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King. °Thus says
the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, *"who brings
out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are
extinguished, quenched like a wick: **Do not remember the former things, or
consider the things of old. **I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do
you not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
*The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for | give water
in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, “'the
people whom | formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: The fourth Advent Candle is lit.

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.
You have called us by name; we are yours.
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HYMN You Are Mine ELW #581
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MEAL

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will

bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at

the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING | Wonder As | Wander

OFFERING PRAYER

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this

simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love ELW #487
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!



DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Most High God,
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you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ
Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom

we wait.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  ELW #242
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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