
 

 

 
 

Christmas Program 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2024 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Readers: Faith Formation Students 
Special Music: Faith Formation Students 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Jaden Swanson, Katelyn Grothe 
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg 
Altar Guild for December:  All Members 

 
 

 

The live stream broadcast is given in loving memory of Eva Colby  
and Ardell & Phyllis Ausen from Doug & Candy Hanna 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Salem Contact Information: 

Shannon Bruhns, Council President 

641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

 

Office Admin: Marci 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Custodian: Barb 

 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:shelby@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

As you prepare for worship, pray that the Holy Spirit would help you hear the 

Good News of Jesus’ birth afresh.  Listen for new insights into God’s Word that 

inspire you to spread the Word about Jesus, our King and Savior. 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(***Please be seated for the lighting of the Advent Candle.) 

WREATH LIGHTING  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW #240 
During the singing of the song a new candle is lit each successive Sunday in Advent. 

 
 

WREATH BLESSING 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first three candles on this wreath, 

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with 

all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to 

welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 

certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 



Please remain seated.  Congregation sing the Processional Hymn as the children process. 
 

CONGREGATION    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”      Ruth Sheldon 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him born the king of angels;  

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal. 

Born of a virgin a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Have 

you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the 

Creator of the ends of the earth.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. All things were made through him. 
 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

We have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord Jesus, bless the children who bring the good news in your Word that 

proclaims you as our Savior. Draw us near to you, the “Word Made Flesh,” so we 

may have joy as we celebrate your birth and worship you, our Lord and King. 

Amen. 

 

A MEDITATION 



BREAKING NEWS: Something Big Coming to Bethlehem 
 

Song by the Children       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”             [YouTube] 

 

 
 

BREAKING NEWS: New King Born in a Barn 
 

Song by Young Children “Away in a Manger”             [YouTube] 

 

 
 

BREAKING NEWS: UFO Sighting Outside of Bethlehem 
 

Song by the Children  “An Angel Came from Heaven”         [YouTube] 

 

 



BREAKING NEWS:  Outcasts Share the Inside Scoop 
 

Song by the Children …          “Go Tell It on the Mountain”            [YouTube] 

 

 
 

BREAKING NEWS: Celestial Sign Draws Visitors From the East 

 

CONGREGATION   “Star of the Morning”              [YouTube] 

 

 
 

BREAKING NEWS:  Baby Jesus Is the Word Made Flesh 

 

OFFERING 

MUSICAL OFFERING  Song by the Children “O Glorious Night” [YouTube] 



CLOSING PRAYER  

Dear Jesus, be present with us as we leave this place. Send us with joy to 

proclaim the good news of your birth. Help those who hear the Word put their 

faith in you, the Savior of the world, that they may have everlasting life.  

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the 

Creator of the ends of the earth. Jesus is his name. May he fill you with hope, 

peace, joy and love as you worship and serve him.  

Amen.  
 

Please stand as you are able. Please sing as the children process out. 

CONGREGATION   “Joy to the World”        Ruth Sheldon 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King: 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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