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No More Business as Usual 
Lutherans looking for gospel may hear John the Baptizer’s preaching as primarily 
law. It can be difficult to reconcile his fire-and-brimstone style with the joy that 
traditionally belongs to the third Sunday of Advent. Yet despite John’s harsh 
words for the crowds, the people seem eager for his teaching—”What then 
should we do?” They keep asking questions fervently, even when the answers 
call them to higher expectations of moral and selfless living. 
It’s the kind of teaching that people associate with the Messiah: good news that 
business as usual is on the way out and something new is on its way in. The 
status quo of greed, selfishness, scarcity, and complacency no longer has power. 
A new day of mutual sharing and justice is almost here. Images of the winnowing 
fork and the ax at the root of the tree suggest clearing out old habits and fears to 
make room for something new. In calling people to repentance, John invites 
them to turn away from the old life and turning toward God’s new life. 
John has even better news: The Messiah is indeed coming, one who will not only 
call people to high expectations, but also enable that faithful living. Because the 
Messiah is coming to baptize “with the Holy Spirit and fire,” life will never be the 
same. Through baptism business as usual will be replaced by a fruit-bearing, joy-
yielding, grace-filled relationship with God. It’s an excellent reason to “rejoice 
always” (1 Thess. 5:16): The Lord is near! 
 

THIS WEEKS TEXTS 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

 NEXT WEEKS TEXTS 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:46b-55 

Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Jan Belica and Kristopher Belica,  
Craig Benson, Dana Benson, Michael, Courtney, Carter, Jackson and 
Vivian Bloomingdale, Arlys Brackey 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
16-Margaret Okland 
18-Julie Helgeson 

19-Candy Olsen 
19-Sean Smalley 

19-Karen Sterrenberg 
19-Lori Westcott 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST  SUNDAY: 12/8/24:  $     4,379      Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/11/24: $ 191,593                         80                          
LAST YEAR: as of 12/11/23: $ 187,195 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $     4,398 
 

Noisy Offering Update: Total amount collected--$247.18   This money has been 
donated to ELCA World Hunger. Thanks to everyone who gave donations! 
 

Christmas Caroling: Please join the Salem Confirmation Students for Christmas 
Caroling. It’s fun to share Christmas cheer with others and as always, the more 
the merrier! Everyone is invited and welcome to join in. Lyrics will be provided. 
We will meet at 5:30pm on Wed., Dec. 18th, in the Fellowship Hall and then car-
pool to the care center, assisted living and other community members’ homes. 
Dress warm and bring a flashlight if you have one. After caroling we will gather 
for hot chocolate and goodies in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to join us, 
please call the office so we can plan ahead (if we have enough people, we can 
split into 2 groups, and make a route for each group to follow). If you know of 
someone who needs some Christmas cheer, please call the office. 592-1771 
 

Goodies: The Board of Youth is asking for donations of goodies for the Christmas 
Carolers to enjoy, along with hot chocolate after caroling on Wed, Dec. 18th. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Please have the goodies in the 
Fellowship Hall by 6:30pm on the 18th.  Thank you!! 



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Tuckpointing/Steeple Project Update: Total received as of 12/11/24  $ 167,657  
Total available balance as of 10/31/24  $60,699.32  All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
in the memo when submitting your contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Card Shower: Joan Dalen (Wife to Pastor DuWayne Dalen) is 

celebrating her 90th Birthday on Christmas Eve.  Her family 

invites you to send her a card and share a memory or story.  

Please send cards to 350 Sumac Road, Mason City, IA 504501 
 

A Huge Thank You to all who helped to make our church beautiful for the 
Christmas season.  From the windows to the courtyard to the narthex to the 
sanctuary—all are glowing lights and beauty.  
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 5:00pm on Tuesday, December 24th 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways-- Give through 
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. Return forms to the 
office.   (Much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program) 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available 2025: Jan 19, 26, Feb 9, 16, 23, March 
9, 16, 23, 30, May 4, June 15, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 14, 
Oct 5, 12, 19, 26, Nov 2, 16, 23, 30, Dec 7, 28.  Cost is $40.   
 

 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/


ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  THE  SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 12/15 
9:00am Worship Service/Christmas Program-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy) 
10:00am Jesus’ Birthday Party-Fellowship Hall   
 

MONDAY 12/16 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
6:30pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY 12/18 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
5:30pm Christmas Caroling-meet in the Fellowship Hall 
 

THURSDAY 12/19 
10:30am Life & Growth Board Meeting-Library 
2:00pm WELCA-Lounge 
 

SUNDAY 12/22 
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
No Faith Formation-Holiday Break   
 
 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… 
Mon: 10am-5pm, Tues: 10am-2pm, Wed: 10am-2pm, Thurs: 10am-5pm,  
Fri: 10am-2pm. (Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open) 
 

 

 


