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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

December 14 – 20 
 

Living In the Now and the Not Yet 

In this season of Advent we stand in the discomforting quiet of waiting for the 

salvation of the Lord while simultaneously seeing that very salvation breaking 

into the world around us. Like John the Baptist we ask Jesus “are you here, or 

should we still wait?” The answer to this question is “yes.” Yes, Jesus is here 

among us in his body and blood at the eucharist. But we wait for the day when 

he returns. Yes, Jesus is here among us bringing peace and reconciliation. But we 

wait for the day when he will make all things new. The new life promised by the 

coming of a savior is both realized and still to come. We who live in the Christian 

faith do so as people searching the world around us for signs of God’s kingdom. 

Gathering as Christ’s body on earth, we have a sort of duel-citizenship in the 

now and the not-yet as we both proclaim that Christ is among us and also 

fervently pray “even so, come Lord Jesus.” As believers, our hope does not rest 

in the efforts of our piety or in the comfort of the hereafter. Rather, our hope is 

in the promises of a gracious, faithful God; promises fulfilled before our eyes and 

those not yet seen. We long for the day in which, like Isaiah’s vision of what will 

be, the blind see and the lame leap like deer. Yet we tell what we see and hear 

around us: that the dead are raised and the poor receive good news. The day is 

here and yet still we wait. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:5-10 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Gloria Davidson, Christopher, Karla, Parker, 
Bennett and Carson Eaton, Stephanie, David, Judy and Katlyn Eidness, Steven & 
Judy Eidness, Beverly Evenson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
16-Margaret Okland 18-Julie Helgeson 

19-Candy Olsen 
19-Sean Smalley 
19-Karen Sterrenberg 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST 2 WEEKS: 12/7/25:  $   10,520      Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/8/25:  $ 175,080                                 53 
LAST YEAR: as of 12/8/24: $ 191,593 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $  -16,513 
 

Memorials Given In November 
Ovila Hanna--$65 Steeple Fund, $10 Ruth Circle 
Thelma Stene--$355 Steeple Fund, $10 General Fund 
Wayne Miller--$50 General Fund 
Darold “Smokey” Kloster--$50 Courtyard, $110 Building Fund, $95 Cemetery 
$135 Steeple Fund 
 

Christmas Caroling: Please join the Confirmation students on Wed. Dec. 17 for 
Christmas Caroling in the community. Invite your friends!  Everyone from the 
community is welcome! The more the merrier—we have a lot of fun!!! We 
provide lyrics, but we also sing the most popular songs. Meet in the Fellowship 
Hall at 5:00pm, then carpool to the LM Care Center, Mills Harbour and other 
locations in the community.  (If you know of anyone that has had a rough year & 
would be welcome to carolers, please let Marci know. 592-1771 (leave message) 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call 592-1771 
2026 Dates available: Jan 4, 25, Feb 8, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 17, June 28, July 
12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.      



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you 
to sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 
Goodies: If anyone would like to donate goodies for the Christmas Carolers to 
enjoy Wednesday evening after caroling, please have them in the Fellowship Hall 
by 3pm—Wednesday, December 17.  Thank you!! 
 
Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship Service 
December 24, 2025 at 5:00pm with Pastor Steve Smith 
 
Winter Coats/Apparel:  Salem's Clothes Closet is in desperate need of womens, 
mens & childrens winter coats and other winter apparel. Please consider going 
through what you have at home and donating unused items. Donations can be 
left inside the south entrance at Salem anytime. Thank you!! 
 
Summer Camp:  Does your child want to attend summer bible camp? Check out 
your favorite summer camp website now, most of them have an early bird 
discount. Parents—after the down payment is complete, email your confirm-
ation letter with balance due to Marci at salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com 
and Salem will cover the rest of the registration fee (no extras). 
 
Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 11/28/25 is $28,106 
The total received as of 12/8/25 is $172,777. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 
Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 
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Birthday  Party  For  JESUS  After  Worship.  All  Are  Invited!!! 
 

SUNDAY 12/14 
9:00am Worship (Christmas Program)-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am Birthday Party For Jesus-Fellowship Hall 
 

MONDAY 12/15 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY 12/17 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
5:00pm Christmas Caroling-Meet in the Fellowship Hall 
 

SUNDAY 12/21 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 

  

    

    
 

Salem Office: This week…Mon 11-5, Tues 11-2, Wed & Thurs 11-5, Fri 1-5 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure open 641-592-1771) 


