Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025 — 9:00am

Christmas Program



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00m Service

Preaching: Pastor Steve Smith
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Faith Formation Students
Sound: Bruce Adams

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Finn Ritter, Gavin Levorson
Communion Servers:

Music Leaders:

Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson
Offering Collection: Finn Ritter, Gavin Levorson, Kalen Hanson
Altar Guild for December: All Members

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Loving Memory of Eva Colby
and Ardell & Phyllis Ausen. From Doug & Candy Hanna.

Salem Contact Information:

Delane Behr, Council President Office Admin: Marci
641.592.4195 Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 salem(@wctatel.net
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GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please remain seated for the Lighting of the Advent wreath. The first three
candles will be lit as we sing the advent canticle which Ruth will play one time
through first, and then we will sing the canticle three times through.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones.
As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, so we wait and dream for you.

Bless us and let your face shine upon us,
More radiant than these candles, and more dear than all else we seek.

Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good.
Send us your promised child, our Emmanuel and Savior. Amen

ADVENT CANTICLE Wait for the Lord ELW #262
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Wait for the lLord, whose day is near.
. o ol - - = <>
IS == === . =
—OH— ’ 51 — ’ : i
H—z & $——] i == i
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.




Please remain seated.
Congregation sing the Processional Hymn as the children process.

CONGREGATION “0 Come, All Ye Faithful” Ruth Sheldon

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him born the king of angels;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal.

Born of a virgin a mortal he comes;

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus, bless the children who bring the good news in your Word that
proclaims you as our Savior. Draw us near to you, the “Word Made Flesh,” so we
may have joy as we celebrate your birth and worship you, our Lord and King.
Amen.

“MANGER TALES”
Stories From the Animals at the Very First Christmas
A four-part series covering the story of Christmas with talk show host Karry
Prince of “Karry Prince Live” and including commentary by viewers like you!

AN INTERVIEW WITH KARRY PRINCE AND DOUG THE DONKEY




VIEWER COMMENTARY

Song By Faith Formation “Angel Came From Heaven” YouTube
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AN INTERVIEW WITH KARRY PRINCE AND CLARA THE COW

Song By Faith Formation “Away in the Manger” YouTube




VIEWER COMMENTARY

Song By Faith Formation “Rise Up Shepards and Follow” YouTube

VIEWER COMMENTARY

Song By Faith Formation “Go Tell It on the Mountain” YouTube




AN INTERVIEW WITH KARRY PRINCE AND CODY THE CAMEL

VIEWER COMMENTARY
OFFERING Song by Faith Formation
MUSICAL OFFERING “0O Glorious Night” YouTube
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VIEWER COMMENTARY
Song By Faith Formation “Star of the Morning” YouTube
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always. Amen.

Please stand as you are able. Please sing as the children process out.
CONGREGATION “Joy to the World” Ruth Sheldon

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King:

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love,

And wonders of his love, + +

And wonders, wonders of his love.

DISMISSAL t +
Go in peace. Keep awake.

Thanks be to God. + +
POSTLUDE + +
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