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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Margaret Okland

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes:

Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for December: All members
Worship Coordinator: Mary Peterson

The Live Stream Broadcast is given in Memory of
Loved Ones from Jon & Becky Helgeson

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184

joelguttormson@gmail.com Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 Salem Office: 641.592.1771

shelby@wctatel.net salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall
rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God'’s reign.
We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us
this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works
of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s
advent among us.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow.
You bring water to parched ground and life out of death.
Bless us as this light grows,
and send sorrow and sighing to flee away.
Give us strength and patience,
trusting that you are true to your promises.
Transform the lives of all who suffer
with your wonders near at hand. Amen.

The three candles are lit as we sing the advent canticle

ADVENT CANTICLE Wait for the Lord ELW #262
We will sing the canticle three times through
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

We stand for the gathering hymn

GATHERING HYMN All Earth is Hopeful ELW #266
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME A Question from John  Whirl Story Bible p.230

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 35:1-10
'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. “Say to those who
are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” *Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; °then the
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; "the
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean
shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools,
shall go astray.

*No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. *°And the ransomed of the
LorD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



SCRIPTURE SONG Let All Things Now Living ELW #881
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SECOND READNG James 5:7-10
'Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early
and the late rains. “You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. “Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that
you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! ’As an example
of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of
the Lord.

Word of God. Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
We stand for the reading of the gospel and sing the gospel acclamation through twice
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #236
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GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

“When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples “and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” “Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: “the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. °And blessed is
anyone who takes no offense at me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? “What then
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did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft
robes are in royal palaces. "What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, |
tell you, and more than a prophet. ‘°This is the one about whom it is written,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW #256
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We will be seated for the prayers.

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that

yearns for new hope.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to
magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran
World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and
depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air
and water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
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Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all
who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in
conflict, comfort and protect those who serve and are in harms way. Help us pray
for our enemies. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of
worry, illness, or loss. Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams,
crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we
gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is
not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in

your mercy, hear our prayer.

Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints,
that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have
died and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayers.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive the gifts you first offered us, and make us messengers of your
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through
Christ our Savior. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace

of the Holy Spirit, -+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW #239
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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