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= December 11, 2021 - 5:30pm




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Ruth Sheldon

Liturgical Choir: Open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for December:

All Guild Members

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: Lyle Thomson

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for December:

All Guild Members

The radio broadcast and the live stream online are given in
Honor of Jim Tweeten’s birthday from Bill & Linda Tweeten and family.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wectatel.net
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INTRODUCTION

Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The
nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one
“more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and cause for
exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS

All are invited to remain seated for the Gathering Hymn

GATHERING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW #257
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I O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,

give thanks in all circumstances.
We stand for the singing of the Kyrie and Prayer of the day

KYRIE ELW #155
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1,3 Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Ky - mn-e e - let - son.
2 Chris - te e - lei - son. Chris - te e - let - son.
1,3 Lord, ... have mer - cv. Lord, . have mer - cy.
2 Christ,. . . have mer - cy. Christ, . . . . have mer - ¢y
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Ky - n-e¢ e - le - i - son.
Chris - te e - le 1 - son.
Lord, . have  mer cy.
Christ, . . . have  mer cy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits
of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WREATH LIGHTING Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW #240
During the singing of the song a new candle is lit each successive Sunday in Advent
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1 Light one can-dle to
2 Light two can-dles to
3 Light three can-dles to
4 Light four can-dles to

watch for Mes-si - ah:
watch for Mes-si - ah:
watch for Mes-si - ah:
watch for Mes-si - ah:

let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom-ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and [lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - rv.
He is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

WREATH BLESSING

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation
for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts
as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we
may serve our neighbors in need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose
coming is certain and whose day draws near.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-20
"Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! "°The LoRD has taken away the judgments against
you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. °On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. ‘’The LoRD, your God, is
in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing ‘“as on a
day of festival. | will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach
for it.

1 will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And | will save the lame and
gather the outcast, and | will change their shame into praise and renown in all the
earth. At that time | will bring you home, at the time when | gather you; for |
will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when |
restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALMODY Isaiah 12:2-6
Todays psalm will be read responsively beginning with the lector

“I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the LOrRD Gob is my strength and my
might, and has become my salvation.
*With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.

“And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name;
make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this
name is exalted.

°Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.

°Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-7
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. “Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. ‘And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Wait for the Lord ELW #262
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
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GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18

The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

'John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? “Bear fruits worthy of
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. “Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” “In reply he said to
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and
whoever has food must do likewise.” ““Even tax collectors came to be baptized,
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” “He said to them, “Collect
no more than the amount prescribed for you.” ““Soldiers also asked him, “And
we, what should we do?”” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, "°John answered all of
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is
coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. "His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”

'“So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the
people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW #242
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her - ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light SO
dark the win -ter and cheer - less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, SO warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
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sto - ry; may God fill ev - ’ry day we share and
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shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap - ons be bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - ry.



RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten

of the Father,God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from

The Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good
news. Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition.
Guide the work of candidacy and call committees. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life
into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up
prophets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the
freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your
arms, that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry,
imprisoned, or ill this day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly
and bless the ministry of church musicians especially our organist Ruth. With
instruments and dance, join our voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace.
By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home
with you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered as the pastor concludes the prayers.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.



11

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in our
Advent journey, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom
we wait.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN People, Look East ELW #248
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1 Peo - ple, look weast. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give wup your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing  be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to  earth. Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the  way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the  way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the way.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is near.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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