Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills1A 50450

Welcometo the House of the Lord

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 7, 2020 —5:30 p.m.

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges usto encourage
one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and
foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s

coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

GATHERING

PRELUDE

BELL

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, #+ one God, in whose image we are made, who
clams us and calls us beloved.

Amen.
Slenceis kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confessthat we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your
gifts. Weforget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image
in one another. We areinfected by sin that divides your beloved community.

Open our heartsto your coming, open our eyesto seeyou in our neighbor,
open our handsto serveyour creation.
Amen.

Beloved, we are God' s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.

Through + Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are
called to rgjoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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and hear our sol-emn  prayer.

N

| D T
===

1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord,
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2 Have mer-cy on us, Chnst, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord;
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make sin  and shame de - part.
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‘e come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of
your Son. Give usthe light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24
'“Alas for you who desire the day of the Lorp! Why do you want the day of the
LorD? It is darkness, not light; “as if someone fled from alion, and was met by a
bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by
asnake. “’Is not the day of the LorDp darkness, not light, and gloom with no
brightnessin it? “'I hate, | despise your festivals, and | take no delight in your
solemn assemblies. “Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain
offerings, | will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted
animals | will not look upon. ““Take away from me the noise of your songs; | will
not listen to the melody of your harps. “‘But let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

SCRIPTURE SONG Let Justice Flow like Streams ELW #717

n i pu— J
o — " m— . 7 * | @ T
J e

I Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,

Let righ-tcous-ness roll  on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,

3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an  ev-er- flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-ftice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

SECOND READING Thessalonians 4:13-18
“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. ““For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring

with him those who have died. “For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. “°For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’ s call and with the sound of God'’ s trumpet, will
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. *"Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. “Therefore encourage
one another with these words.

Word of God, Word of life.

Thanksbeto God.
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Let it burn Iike fire with-in  us:  speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-la - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news  that you bring.

GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ™ Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. “Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. “When the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. "Asthe
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight
there was a shout, ‘ Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” “Then
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. “The foolish said to the
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” *But the wise



replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the
dealers and buy some for yourselves.” "’And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. *'L ater the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.” ““But hereplied, ‘ Truly | tell you, | do not know you.’
K eep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Wake, Awake, for Night IsFlying ELW #436
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There sweet de - light will ev - er How.



PROFESSION OF FAITH Apostle’'s Creed
| believein God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

ELW p.105

| believein Jesus Christ, God’sonly Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of thevirgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
herose again;

he ascended into heaven, heis seated at theright hand of the Father, and he
will cometo judge theliving and the dead.

| believein the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of

God'’ s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship
with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and
artistswho lead us in praise and prayer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made.
Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into
harmonious living with your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over thisworld. Reign over the
courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who
stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice and
mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of
those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who
struggle with their identity and place in thisworld. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Holy Protector, be with al observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty
and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the
line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service
members. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have
died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use
them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather al creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

God of al goodness,

generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your
very self and care for al that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign
and Servant.

Amen.



LORD’'SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and
calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be
glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today
and always.

Amen.

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks beto God.

POSTLUDE

Altar Guild for November:
Pat Thorson
Jean Rondeau

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

The radio broadcast this morning is sponsored in memory of Loved ones by Lois
Johnson and family.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184

Salem Office: 641.592.1771

Carolyn Flo, Admin. Asst: 641.584.2915

Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com

Email: salem@wctatel.net
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