
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

November 30 – December 6 
 

Turn On. Tune In. Wake Up! 

In the 1960’s people were urged to turn on, tune in, and drop out—to leave the 

material world behind in favor of an alternate reality. In today’s gospel, Jesus 

also urges us to tune into an alternative to the material world, one he called the 

coming of the Son of Man. In Jesus’ person, the dominion of God comes into the 

world, and the risen Christ continues to give us abundant signs of its presence. 

Jesus commands his followers not to drop out of the world, but to be on the 

lookout for him in it. 

Christians await the second coming of Christ, the parousia, when we believe we 

will experience God’s reign in its fullness. In the meantime, we live, in the words 

of some theologians, “already, but not yet.” We look for glimpses of the 

dominion in the here and now. The season of Advent, and today’s readings, are 

designed to help turn us on to the excitement and anticipation of God’s reign in 

our lives and tune in to the infinite opportunities we have to participate in it. In 

other words, they want to wake us up! 

St. Paul exhorts us in today’s second reading to lead lives of faithful obedience 

until the final day. He also challenges us to participate in God’s dominion in the 

here and now, calling us to wake from sleep, to “put on Christ.” Eyes wide open 

and wrapped in Christ, we are called to a new day. Isaiah describes his own 

vision: gathered by God, learning and teaching God’s ways, walking in God’s 

paths, beating swords into ploughshares and spears to pruning hooks. Wide-

awake, active, and ready for encounters with Jesus, we may find God’s dominion 

when and where we least expect it. 



THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Gloria Davidson, Christopher, Karla, Parker, 
Bennett and Carson Eaton, Stephanie, David, Judy and Katlyn Eidness, Steven & 
Judy Eidness, Beverly Evenson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
2-Connie Sabin 2-Christine Budach 

2-Cassidy Cox 
3-Kathy Henderson 
5-David Hanson 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST  SUNDAY: 11/23/25: $      2,017      Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 11/24/25: $  164,560           68 
LAST YEAR: as of 11/24/24: $  181,700 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $   -17,140 
 

Christmas Caroling: Please join the Confirmation students on Wed. Dec. 17 for 
Christmas Caroling in the community. Invite your friends!  Everyone from the 
community is welcome! The more the merrier—we have a lot of fun!!! We 
provide lyrics, but we also sing the most popular songs. Meet in the Fellowship 
Hall at 5:00pm, then carpool to the LM Care Center, Mills Harbour and other 
locations in the community.  (If you know of anyone that has had a rough year & 
would be welcome to carolers, please let Marci know. 592-1771 (leave message) 
 

Toys For Tots:  We will be collecting new, unwrapped toys until December 7th for 
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program.  The collection box has 
been set out across from the church office. Toys will be distributed as Christmas 
gifts to needy children in the community in which the campaign is conducted. 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you 
to sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Poinsettias: Decorate Salem with Red Poinsettias for Christmas!  If you would 
like to sponsor a Red Poinsettia, please fill out an order form and return it to the 
office, or place it in the offering plate by December 3rd.  The cost is $18 per 
poinsettia.  Order forms are in the Narthex.  Tributes will be listed in the bulletin 
on December 21 & 24.  If you would like to bring your own, just let Marci know, 
so she can add it to the list of tributes.  Thank you! 
 

The following Salem Council & Board Positions remain open for the 2026 
Annual Meeting Ballot.  
 -Recording Secretary 
 -Treasurer 
 -1 Synod Assembly Delegate 
 -1 Board of Property & Management board member 
 -1 Board of Worship & Music board member 
 -Board of Stewardship & Social Ministry Director 
Anyone interested in filling one of the open positions may contact one of the 
members of the nominating committee. Craig Haugsdal 641-590-1893, Dan Rice 
641-590-1154, Ashley Brackey 641-590-4126  According to the constitution, the 
ballot needs to be approved by the council and posted 45 days prior to annual 
meeting. (Council will vote on the ballot, December 2nd) 
 

Christmas Program: December 14, Faith Formation kids will be presenting their 
Christmas Program during worship at 9:00am.  Afterwards, we will have a 
Birthday Party for Jesus in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is welcome!!! 
 

Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship Service 
December 24, 2025 at 5:00pm with Pastor Steve Smith 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship:    
2026 Dates available: Jan 4, 18, 25, Feb 8, 15, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 3, 17, 
June 14, 28, July 5, 12, 19, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 13, 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, 
Nov 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Dec 6, 27.     Cost is $40. Call 592-1771 



Lake Mills Clothes For Kids: “Let’s Clothe Our Children” Donations will be 
distributed throughout the Lake Mills Community School District ages birth to 18 
years. Pick a Christmas Tag (with a child’s needs/sizes on it) from the electronic 
sign-up or pick one from a Tree at Salem, Singelstads or Davids. Monetary 
donations are accepted at FTSB and MBT banks. For electronic sign-up go to: 
tinyurl.com/LMClothesForKids     Purchase the items on the child’s tag, wrap in 
one box, attach the original tag to the gift & deliver to one of the listed locations 
by Friday Dec 12. Each child’s requests have been divided into two tags. One for 
clothing and the other for shoes and socks. This is an effort to keep costs 
affordable for the givers and be able to provide for the child’s needs. 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 

 
Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
November 4, 2025--6:30pm 

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. Sue Langerud led with 
devotions – Jude 21-24 

Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Sue Langerud, 
Marci Prescott. 

Secretary’s Report Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed. 
Communication and Correspondence:  

a. Notes from a visit Marilyn had with Pastor Jason from Zion Church in Clear 
Lake, were shared with council. 

Motion by Bruce, second by Sue to approve the minutes and communications. 
Carried. 
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Treasurer’s Report: A written report was presented. 
Total Income for October 2025: $15,100.85 
Total Expenses for October 2025: $10,278.94 (Income less Expense $4,821.91) 
Checking Account Balances: $150,343.26 
FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance: $27,476.55 
CD’s at MBT (10-30-25): $41,774.60 
CD at FTSB (10-30-25): $27,287.12 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Laura Gardner presented a written report: 
2025 YTD total offerings (10/31/25) $151,453 

Motion by Mike, second by Bruce to approve the Treasurer’s and Financial 
Secretary’s reports. Carried. 

Board Reports: 

Board of Worship & Music (Mary Peterson) 
Board of Worship & Music meet on Oct 22,2025.  Items discussed were 
Reformation Sunday & All Saints Sunday and an e-mail we received from the 
Chaplin at Waldorf.  We reviewed the pulpit supply calendar for Nov. & Dec.  No 
communion on Dec 21st , will have it on Dec 24th. Discussed the copyright 
information that is now attached to our livestream each week. 

Board of Life & Growth (Sue Langerud) 
We will be sending out postcards with advent activities this month. Decorating 
of the Narthex & Sanctuary will be Sat. Nov. 29 at 9:00am.  Lyle is making us a 
manger.  We welcomed the Kem family into the congregation on Nov. 2nd.  We 
supplied goodies afterwards in the fellowship hall. 

Board of Stewardship & Social Ministry: No Report 

Board of Property & Management (Mike Swenson) 

Mike provided a verbal report. State inspected boilers & passed. Will schedule 
Fellowship Hall carpet cleaning. Next Gen needs to come back and fix an issue 
with the auto lock door system again. Ordered wind sail for the court yard & 
paid half. Need to address more tuckpointing. Steeple roofing is done. Bell tower 
floor was replaced,  new rubber up the sides to help prevent leaking as well. 



Built a new railing up to the bell tower as well. About $10,000 extra expense for 
the flooring work. 

Board of Youth & Education (Marci Prescott) 
October 26, 4 year olds & third graders received their new bibles, faith 
formation kids sang during worship & we had the trunk or treat even in the 
afternoon.  All went well & we thank those that volunteered in any way or 
donated goodies.  In Nov. the confirmation students will participate in a 
community food drive, collecting donations around town.  Nov. 14-15 
confirmation students will also have a lock-in, here at Salem, with programming 
provided by Lutheran Lakeside Camp.  Looking ahead, we will do Christmas 
caroling at the care center, mills harbour and in the community on Wed. Dec. 17.  
Faith Formation will have their Christmas program on Dec. 14th during worship 
with a backup date of Dec. 21. 

Pastor’s Report-OPEN 

Motion by Sue, second by Mike to approve the Board. Carried. 

Old Business: NA 

New Business: 
A. New confirmation students: Haley Slattum, Claire Piper, Eva Cowell (all 7th 

graders). 
Motion by Bruce, second by Sue to approve new confirmation students.  
Carried. 

B. Transfer/Statistical Adjusts: None 

Next Meeting—December 2, 2025 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Motion by Mike, second to Marci to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Marci Prescott 
 
 
 



AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 11/30 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship  
 

MONDAY 12/1 
12:00pm Sons of Norway-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 

TUESDAY 12/2 
11:30am Miriam Circle-Teluwut 
5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting-Lounge 
6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library 
 

WEDNESDAY 12/3 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
 

THURSDAY 12/4 
9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour 
 

FRIDAY 12/5 
11:30am Grace Circle-Teluwut 
 

SUNDAY 12/7 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt) 
10:00am Fellowship  
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 
Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 10/30/25 is $72,335.81 
The total received as of 11/24/25 is $172,777. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 

 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week…Monday-Friday 11:00am-5:00pm 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open) 


