Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Shannon Bruhns

Liturgical Choir:

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Cora Sauer

Ushers: Dolly Gregor, Gary Heimdal, Becky Helgeson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for November: Sharon Johnson, Margaret Okland
Worship Coordinator: Becky Helgeson

The Live Stream Broadcast is given in Honor of Darlene Banwart’s 83rd Birthday.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184

joelguttormson@gmail.com Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 Salem Office: 641.592.1771
shelby@wctatel.net salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of
the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy
mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near.
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world.

You show up in our lives at unexpected times.
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival.

We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour,
you hurry to gather all people to your peace.

The first candle is lit as we sing the advent canticle

ADVENT CANTICLE Wait for the Lord ELW #262
We will sing the canticle three times through

Wait for the TLord, whose day is near.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

We stand for the gathering hymn

GATHERING HYMN Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying ELW #436
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night 1is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on  hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo -1 - a! fet heav’n a - dore vou!l Let saints and
n k]
. ] 3 { | i }
G f—rd e e
} ! - =
on the heights are cry - ing; a-wake, Je-ru - sa-lem, at last
heart with joy  is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore vyou, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - Tious, the strong in
Gates of pearl. twelve por - tals gleam - ing, lead us o
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - fo - rious: her star s ris'n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; vour lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed Omne, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.

No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d'ring might
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Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - nal Oh, hear the call! Come one, come  all,
of such glo - 1y There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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g0, meet the bride - groom, who draws Near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming
of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5
“In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall
stream to it. “Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth
instruction and the word of the LorD from Jerusalem. “He shall judge between
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. “O house of Jacob, come, let
us walk in the light of the LoRD!

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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SCRIPTURE SONG Let Justice Flow like Streams ELW #717
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I Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll  on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure frue,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er- flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

SECOND READNG Romans 13:11-14
""Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; ““the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works
of darkness and put on the armor of light; “let us live honorably as in the day, not
in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. ““Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.




We stand for the reading of the gospel and sing the gospel acclamation through twice

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #236
Canon
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Ma- gni-fi-cat, ma-gni-fi-cat, ma-gni-fi-cat a-ni-ma me-a Do-mi-num,
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Ma - gni-fi-cat, ma - gni-f-cat, ma-gni-fi-cat a-ni-ma me - al
GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] “*“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *’For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. “’For as in those days before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the
day Noah entered the ark, “*and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. ““Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. ““Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. ““Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. “’But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW #244
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let vyour lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 Qur hope and ex-pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dack-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu-1ias  clear
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rse, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed  sphere.
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The bride-groomis a - ris - ing and soon 1s draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands uwp - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  crv.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is  at  hand.
n tri-umph cast be - fore  him their di - a - dems of  gold
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple  free!

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
Is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We will be seated for the prayers.

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that
yearns for new hope.

A brief silence.

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global
church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom
and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your
ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the
wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the
neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for
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lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth, Russia and the Ukraine. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who
hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope
to any who are sick or needing your care. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide
congregations in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils,
call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities
for mission. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the
faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of
all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayers.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Eternal God,

you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through
Christ our Savior.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace

of the Holy Spirit, -+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding! ELW #246
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1 Hark! a thrill - ing voice is  sound - ing! “Christ s near,” we
2 Wak-ened by the sol - emn wam - ing, from earth’s bond - age
3 See the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, come with par - don
4 So, when next he comes in glo - 1y and the world is
5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, and bless - ing to the Fa - ther
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hear it say. “Cast a - way the works of dark - ness,
let us rise; Christ, onr  sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling,
down from heav'n. Let us haste, with tears of S0r - rOw,
wrapped 1in fear, he will shield us with his mer - ¢y
and the  Son with  the ev - er - last - ing Spir - it
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all you chil - dren of the day!”
shines up - on the morn - ing skies.
one and all, to be for - givin
and with words of love draw near.

while un - end - ing a - ges run!



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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