SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
November 24 - 30

Love Redefines Power and Dominion

In fairy tales, kings live in a castle, usually located on a hill (a safe place),
surrounded by a moat for the utmost protection for the king and family. Modern
political leaders often have more technologically advanced means to provide a
similar level of safety against would-be attackers. Because of these preconceived
notions of what kings are, hearers will need to be reminded that Jesus redefined
the title “king.” The appointed psalm says, “The waters have lifted up, O Lord,
... the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. Mightier than the sound of
many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, mightier is the Lord who
dwells on high” (Ps. 93:3-4). While a king might have the ability to sail atop a
roaring, chaotic sea, Christ the King is one who stills the waves (Mark 4:35-41).

In John’s gospel for today, Jesus says “For this | was born, and for this | came into
the world, to testify to the truth” (John 18:37). Perhaps the ‘this’ Jesus is
referring to is a motioning with his hands to the cross, the most clear
demonstration of God’s love for humanity and the truest definition of kingship.
Jesus redefines what power is and what people think God’s power looks like to
fight evil and suffering in the world. Jesus does not resist the way of the cross
with force.

Rather than protecting himself from harm in any way, the vulnerable King Jesus
dares to demonstrate God’s love for all people. Jesus does not run from pain,
anguish, or suffering. Rather, the risen Jesus, “the ruler of the kings of the earth”
(Rev. 1:5), rushes to the places of disaster and suffering in the world. Jesus goes
where storms are ravaging and have ravaged lives and brings life and calm into
the chaos.

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!



THIS WEEKS TEXTS NEXT WEEKS TEXTS

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 93 Psalm 25:1-10
Revelation 1:4b-8 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
John 18:33-37 Luke 21:25-36

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.

THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Marci Prescott, Chike & Chima Ikefuama,
Mark & Tamara Alphs, Alec & Kaitlyn Anderson, Bruce & Patti Anderson,
Darlene Anderson

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

24-Kari Osheim 25-Kaitlyn Anderson 28-Courtney Bloomingdale
24-Levi Dahle 25-Calvin Nelson 29-Glenavonne Fjelstad
25-Taryn Wempen 28-Spencer Jensen 29-Nancy Knudtson
-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST 2 SUNDAYS: 11/17/24: S 5,620 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 11/18/24: $ 174,963 107

LAST YEAR: as of 11/18/23: $ 164,651
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S 10,312

Poinsettias: If anyone would like to share a poinsettia with Salem for Christmas,
we welcome you do so. If you plan to bring one in honor of or in memory of
someone, please let Marci know and we will include it in the bulletin.

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways...

-- Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com

-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by
the office. We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.
(We are charged a much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program)



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-11-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-11-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-11-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-11-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-12-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-12-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-12-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-12-1/0
http://www.salemlakemills.com/

Baptism: We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism Sophia
Lucille Allard, daughter of Grace Okland & Kyle Allard. Sophia was baptized
November 17, 2024 at Salem Lutheran Church. Her godparents are Riley Isham
and Kylie Okland. Her grandparents are Heather Albrecht, Ali Isham and Luke
Allard. Her great-grandparents are Greg & Lucy Hrubes and Margaret Okland.

Sunday, December 1st come
celebrate the 150th Anniversary
of Salem Lutheran Church as we
gather to commemorate this
ministry milestone. Worship and
special music begin at 9:00 am
followed by brunch served in the
Fellowship Hall and a program to
note the history of Salem.

Deuteronomy 28:6

Blessed shalt thou be when thou
comest in, and blessed shalt thou
be when thou goest out.

Free Community Thanksgiving Meal: November 28; 11:00am-12:30pm; Asbury
United Methodist Church, 107 E. Main St. Lake Mills. Turkey dinner includes
mashed potatoes and gravy, stuffing, vegetable, roll and pumpkin pie ready for
curbside pickup or people may dine in the church’s fellowship hall. Each meal is
packaged individually, the number of meals pre-requested is the same as the
number of meals prepared. Request the number of meals needed by calling
641-590-5212 or 641-592-3389 by Thursday, November 21.

Toys For Tots: We will be collecting new, unwrapped toys until December 10th.
for the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program. The collection box has
been set out across from the church office. After collection, they will distribute
those toys as Christmas gifts to needy children in the community in which the
campaign is conducted.




Hanging Of The Greens: We are looking for volunteers to help decorate the
sanctuary on Saturday, November 30" at 9'00am Please join usI

*

-G Greens

Save The Date: Please join the Salem Confirmation Students for Christmas
Caroling. It’s fun to share Christmas cheer with others and as always, the more
the merrier! Everyone is invited and welcome to join in. Lyrics will be provided.
We will meet at 5:30pm on Wed., Dec. 18th, in the Fellowship Hall and then car-
pool to the care center, assisted living and other community members’ homes.
Dress warm and bring a flashlight if you have one. After caroling we will gather
for hot chocolate and goodies in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to join us,
please call the office so we can plan ahead (if we have enough people, we can
split into 2 groups, and make a route for each group to follow). If you know of
someone who needs some Christmas cheer, please call the office. 592-1771

LAKE MILLS CLOTHES FOR KIDS 2024: Let’s Clothe Our children. Donations will
be distributed throughout the Lake Mills Community School District to children
ages birth to 18. What to do: Pick a Christmas Tag (with a child’s needs/sizes on
it) from the electronic sign-up or from the tree here at Salem, then purchase the
items on the child’s tag, wrap in one box, attach the original tag to the gift, and
deliver it to the Salem office by Friday, December 13th. Tag availability:
Electronic tags starting November 16th and physical tags by November 29th.
For electronic sign-up go to: tinyurl.com/LMClothesForKids

Monetary donations are accepted at FTSB and MBT Banks of Lake Mills. Once
again, this year each child’s requests have been divided into two tags. One for
clothing and the other for shoes and socks. This is an effort to keep costs
affordable for the givers and be able to provide for the child’s needs.
Questions: LMClothesForKids@gmail.com



mailto:LMClothesForKids@gmail.com

Save the Date: Our Faith Formation kiddos will present their Christmas Program
on Sun. Dec. 15th during the 9:00am service with a Birthday Party for Jesus in
the Fellowship Hall after the program. Everyone is Welcome!

Tuckpointing/Steeple Project Update: Total received as of 11/4/24 $ 167,657
Total available balance as of 10/31/24 $60,699.32 All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
in the memo when submitting your contribution. Thank you!

Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Thursday, November 14, 2024 - 6:30 pm
President Shannon Bruhns called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Members present: Shannon Bruhns, Delane Behr, Doug Bruhns, Sue Langerud,
Marci Prescott, Dan Rice, Cindy Haugsdal

Absent: Laura Gardner, Mary Peterson, Mike Swenson
Guest: Dan Kirschbaum

Dan Kirschbaum presented his bid for Furnace & AC in the east wing (Food shelf
and Clothes Closet). He explained the project and answered questions. This bid is
on the agenda in new business at this meeting. Dan left the meeting.

Shannon started the meeting with devotion and prayer.

Secretary’s Report: October Minutes were available for review. The checking
account balance was incorrect in the minutes and will be corrected to reflect the
following data: 9/30/2024 checking account balance $126,071.18

Dan moved to accept the corrected minutes, seconded by Sue. All approved.

Communication and correspondence — Received 3 anonymous donations for S50
each, $150 deposited into the general fund. We received a request from the
Lake Mills High School Yearbook for sponsorship. Doug moved to sponsor with a
S50 donation, seconded by Marci. All approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Doug provided a verbal and written report.
Total income for October 2024 $14,722.36



Total Expenses for October 2024 $16,893.23 (Income less expense -$2,170.87)
Checking account balance 10/31/2024) $106,236.28

Building Project account balance 10/31/2024 $60,699.32

CD’s at FTSB (10/31/2024) Reserves $27,287.12

CD at MBT (10/31/2024) Ness Estate $41,774.60

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report:

2024 YTD total offerings (10/27/2024) $160,121

2023 YTD total offerings (10/31/2023) $150,118

Dan moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Marci. All
approved.

Board Reports

Enduring Gift Fund report: The quarterly report (July-September 2024) was
included in the packet. The report noted Interest on Principal is $36,986. Current
account values are $264,345.20 (Income) and $219,779.64 (Growth). Next report
is due in February 2025(October-December 2024). No funds distributed this
quarter.

Board of Worship and Music: Mary provided a written report: The board met

on 10/23/2024. Discussed All Saints Sunday on 11/3; Baptism scheduled for
11/17; Pastor Liz Bell from the synod preaching at Salem on 11/17; Hanging of
the Greens scheduled by 11/30; discussed Advent planning, including special
music on Christmas Eve; Faith Formation program on 12/15; Song service on
12/29; continue to work on pulpit supply schedule for Jan-March 2025. Next
meeting is scheduled on 11/20.

Board of Life & Growth: Sondra/Sue provided a written report and Sue provided
a verbal report: Narthex nativity display nearing completion; Advent activities
postcards have been addressed; Hanging of the greens 11/30; Board serving
coffee on 11/17; working with others on the 150 year celebration on 12/1; a



prayer pal has been found for 1** grader; we have begun the alphabet again for
our 5 prayer families/persons for each Sunday; plan to review our membership
list again.

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: Dan provided a verbal report: Pastor
Liz Bell from the Synod will join us on Sunday, November 17 to celebrate
Stewardship and sharing our talents. Time and Talent surveys were mailed to
members and will be reviewed as they are returned.

Board of Property and Management: Mike provided a written report: The flat
roof on the Education Wing has been repaired; the ceiling in the Chapel will soon
be repaired; the heating/AC project (estimate is $34,776 with a minimum of
$20,000 pledged by a benefactor) is on the agenda this month and Dan
Kirschbaum will attend council meeting to explain what will be done; there is a
good chance the same benefactor will pay more once the work is completed;
there have been many contacts with Young Construction in Mason City
regarding shingling the south steeple — we have paid them over $42,000 in 2023
for this project — the last conversation with them was with a different employee
that previous contacts and Mike was advised that they are having many
problems with labor and doing this kind of project, Mike will know in the next
few days if they will be able to do the project and if not, we will get our money
back, and Mike indicated that he would request interest on these funds; no
updates on the bell tower.

Board of Youth: Marci provided a written and verbal report: 3™ graders had
their Bible classes and received Bibles on 10/27; hosted the Trunk and Treat on
10/27 with a great turnout and community support; thanks especially to all who
donated goodies, hosted trunks and Board of Life & Growth for helping;
Confirmation students had their annual food drive on 11/13; Faith Formation
Christmas program is scheduled during worship on December 15 (weather date
1/5/2025) with dress rehearsal on December 8 — Faith Formation will run longer
that day; Christmas caroling is planned for Wednesday, December 18 with
everyone welcome, we will meet in the Fellowship had at 5:30 pm; contact



Marci if you or you know of someone who would like to have the caroling group
stop by;

Pastoral Care Support: Pastoral care for 2 funerals this month.
Pastor’s Report: None

Doug moved to approve Board reports, seconded by Sue. All approved.
Old Business:

A. Call Committee Report —

a. Coaching Program Update — Coaches have met with members of
the call committee individually and then the full call committee on
11/13/2024. Shannon reviewed the information the committee
collected regarding Salem strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats which will guide them in developing an action plan.

b. Pastor Hopp — Recently, a member visited with Pastor Hopp and
brought this conversation to a Call Committee member. Shannon
contacted Pastor Hopp to follow up on this conversation. Pastor
Hopp confirmed that he was not looking for a Call, but did discuss
possible future collaboration with Salem and potentially other area
churches. Discussion has been tabled while our Call committee
continues with Coaching project.

B. Capital Projects Update

a. South Steeple Project — See Board of Property and Management
report

b. Midwest Roofing repair — See Board of Property and Management
report

c. Bell tower repair/removal — No updates provided.

C. 2025 Budget Planning — Doug presented a worksheet for 2025 Budget.
Asked that board chairs review with their board before the December
Council meeting.

New Business:

A. Members List — We continue to work on cleaning up our membership list.
Shannon, Marci and Sue have been reviewing the current list of Salem



Q)

F.
G.
H.

members and have noted those that have not been attending or giving in
the last 2-3 years. An accurate membership count is important on our
MSP to reflect accurate congregation size as we continue the call process.
It is also reported annually to the NEIA Synod and is a factor with several
subscription fees for Salem (Sundays and Seasons, Shepard Staff) which
are based on membership numbers. A list of names was presented of
members that would be moved from the active member list to the friends
of Salem list based on attendance/giving in the last 2-3 years. Council
members will review this list and provide Marci with any updates.

. DRAFT 2025 Ballot — Draft ballot reviewed with noted vacancies of

Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Board of Youth Chairperson, Board of
Stewardship Chairperson as well as a few board openings.

Annual Meeting Board Reports due on 12/19/2024.

150" Anniversary Celebration — December 1, 2024, with a Celebration
Service at 9:00 am; Pastor Steve Brackett from the synod will be
preaching; there will be a brunch in the fellowship hall and a program wiill
follow.

. Proposed Heating/AC — East Educational Wing — reviewed the Kirschbaum

qguote and benefactor pledge. Delane moved that we accept the bid,
seconded by Doug. All approved. Doug moved that we request the
balance of the cost (after funding from the benefactor) from the Enduring
Gift Fund (interest on principal fund), seconded by Dan. All approved.
New members — None.

Transfers/statistical adjustments — None

Next meeting will be held Thursday, December 12, 2024 - Library

Doug moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Sue. All approved. The
meeting was adjourned.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cindy Haugsdal



PRAYER OF THANKS

Gracious Lord,

Thank you for this lovely day. | come
before you with a grateful heart.
Thank you for all of your blessings
and goodness in my life. It is only
because of your kindness and grace
that | am able to get through each
day. | give you glory. | give you all of
my love and adoration. Thank you
for loving me and forgiving my sins. |
want to express my gratitude to you,
Lord, for everything you have done in
my life. Thank you for being my
provider, | appreciate your works in
my life. Thank you for being my
guide and helping me in making
good decisions. Thank you for being
my sustainer in life. Even when
things are difficult, | trust that You
are working and that You will always
see me through. Thank you, Lord, for
all that you do in my life. | bless your
Holy Name.

Amen

WONDAFOX.COM






ALL ARE INVITED FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 11/24

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Ken Jensen)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

MONDAY 11/25

1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-4:00pm Salem’s Clothes Closet is OPEN
2:00pm-5:00pm Lake Mills Food Shelf is OPEN

WEDNESDAY 11/27
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room
No Confirmation Class

SUNDAY 12/1

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Ken Jensen)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

No Faith Formation

Goodies: The Board of Youth is asking for donations of goodies for the Christmas
Carolers to enjoy, along with hot chocolate after Caroling on Wed, Dec. 18th.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Please have them in the Fellowship Hall
by 6:30pm that day.

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available in 2024: Dec 29.

Dates available 2025: Jan 5, 19, 26, Feb 9, 16, 23, March 9, 16, 23, 30, May 4,
June 8§, 15, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 14, Oct 5, 12,

19, 26, Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Dec 7, 28. Cost is $40. Call the office to sponsor.

Salem Office: 592.1771 Hours change weekly. This week...Mon: 10am-2pm,
Tues: 10am-5pm, Wed: 10am-2pm, Thurs: 10am-2pm, Fri: 10am-2pm.
(Hours subject to change. Feel free to call the office to ensure it’s open.)
Find us on Facebook: Salem Lake Mills or visit www.salemlakemills.com
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