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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.
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INTRODUCTION
Today’s readings reflect two of the strains that go into the celebration of a
national day of thanksgiving: gratitude for abundant harvest (Joel) and civic
prayer for a peaceable common life (1 Timothy). The core meaning of
Thanksgiving for many of us—a home feast for extended family and friends—is
not reflected in the readings, but it is reflected weekly in the church’s meal of
thanksgiving (eucharist). What we wish for both these thanksgiving meals is that
they will go deeper than celebration of one another and our own blessings, to
recognize in our true Host one who wants everyone brought to the table.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS

WELCOME

In the first year of the presidency of George Washington in 1789, a Day of
National Thanksgiving was set aside for the last Thursday of November. Since
that time, Americans have celebrated this day in remembrance of all the blessings
which God has poured down upon this nation and her citizens.

THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION

In the presidential proclamation for Thanksgiving Day in 1863, President

Abraham Lincoln had this to say:
"It is the duty of nations as well as of citizens to owe their dependence
upon the overruling power of God; to confess their sins and transgressions
in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead
to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the
Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations are blessed
whose God is the Lord...We have been the recipients of the choicest
bounties of heaven; we have been preserved these many years in peace
and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other
nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the
gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched
and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of
our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior



wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success we
have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and
preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us....It has
seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently, and
gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole
American people. | do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of
the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of
November as a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father
who dwelleth in the heavens."

CALL TO WORSHIP
Those gathered are invited to respond with the words written in bold:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
God's steadfast love endures forever.

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name.
Make known God's deeds among the peoples!

God blesses us with gifts of love:
With food and clothing, home and family.

God blesses us with daily work:
And all we need from day to day.

God protects us in time of danger:
And guards us from every evil.

God calls us into relationship with him:
And forms us into one holy people, the Church of Jesus Christ in this place.

Therefore shall we offer thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
O Lord our God, we will give thanks to you forever.
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GATHERING SONG “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” ELW #693
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All  the world is God’sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi-nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - o joy oOr  sOtr - TOW EIOWN.
tfrom his field shall in  that day all of-fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to  be sup - phed.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear
give his an - gels charge at last i the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - 1i-fled, m thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but the fruit- ful ears fo store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day.
By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for
your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Joel 2:21-27
“'Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things!
“’Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are
green;

the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. *°O children of
Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given the early rain
for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the
later rain, as before. ““The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall
overflow with wine and oil. °I will repay you for the years that the swarming
locust has eaten,the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which |
sent against you. “°You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of
the LoRD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall
never again be put to shame. “"You shall know that | am in the midst of Israel,
and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall
never again be put to shame.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 2:1-7
'First of all, then, 1 urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, “for kings and all who are in high positions,
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. “This
is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, “who desires everyone to
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. “For there is one God; there



Is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human,
“who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right time.’For this |
was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a

teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Now Thank We All Our God” ELW #839
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1 Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,
3 Al praise and thanks to  God the Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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who won-drous things has done, in  whom this world re - joic - es;
with ev - er joy - ful hearts and bless-ed peace to cheer us,
the Son, and Spir - it blest, who reign in high - est heav - en,
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who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when per - plexed,
the one e - ter - nal God, whom earth and heav’'n a - dore;
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with count-less gifts of love, and still 1s  ours to - day.
and free us from all harm in this world and the  next.
for thus it was, 1is now, and shall be ev - er - more.
GOSPEL Matthew 6:25-33

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.



[Jesus said,] “*“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will
eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life
more than food, and the body more than clothing? “°Look at the birds of the air;
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? “’And can any of you by
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? “°And why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor
spin, ““yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. “’But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of
little faith? *'Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will
we drink?” or ‘What will we wear?’ “’For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these
things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
“*But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW #689
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| Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, blessthe la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless - ing reach ev - ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be  fed. Sow -ing or tll - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us  to  share one with an-oth - er, so that, re -

fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you,  har-vest-ing, mill - g for dai-ly bread.
joic - ing  with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - g show-ers the land.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God whose giving knows no ending, you invite the whole world to your table of
mercy. Hear us as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.

A brief silence.

God, you give all people a place at the table. Nurture and encourage campus
ministries, new congregations, and workplace chaplaincies. Support all parts of
the church that meet people where they are and offer accompaniment through
daily challenges and joys. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You give nourishment to the birds of the air and the lilies of the fields. Sustain all
creatures who rely on the earth for sustenance. Water parched ground, dry
flooded fields, temper heat waves and frosts, and give sunlight and shade. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God, you give wisdom to your people. Enlighten all leaders. Inspire and guide our
president Joe Biden, our governor Kim Reynolds, our local leaders, newly elected
Mayor Francis Unger, and city council members Katie Peterson and Joseph
Jamtgaard, and all who represent us in our government. Give them patience and
perspective to choose wisely for our common good. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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God, you give nourishment to those who hunger. Bring poverty and food
insecurity to an end. Give dignity and adequate employment to those who are
unemployed and underemployed. Sustain us all at your welcoming banquet of
love and justice. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God, you give community to those who are lonely. Be with our biological
families, our chosen families, and our church family as we gather for the
Thanksgiving holiday. Send your compassionate presence to those who are
lonely, those who are separated or estranged from their families, and those whose
loved ones have died. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God, you give a feast of endless thanksgiving. We are grateful for the saints
gathered at your table who have gone before us. Unite us with them whenever we
give thanks to you. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God, your welcome is wider than we can imagine. Receive our prayers for the
sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

OFFERING
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MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING SONG “Thankful Hearts and Voice Raise”  ELW #206
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Thank-ful hearts and voic - es raise; tell ev - 'ry - one what God has
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joy with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al -le-Ta - ia
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

God, the beginning and the end,

who has written your name in the book of life,
+ bless and keep you in grace and peace
from this time forth and forevermore.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth” ELW #879
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis-ter, par-ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
_Q_g I ) |
F 40 5 1 ! ] 1
@w e o - ‘_J o ‘i
for  the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill  and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars  of light:
for  the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  ecarth and friends a - bove; for all gen- tle thoughts and mild:
for  thy - self, best gift di-vine, to our world so free - ly givin
Refrain
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Christ, our  God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of  praise.
DISMISSAL
Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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