SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
November 23 - 29

Who Is Jesus?

Jesus’ true identity seems to remain a mystery for most of the disciples. Jesus
can teach, preach, heal, cast out demons, challenge authority and more, but still
they do not comprehend. You might say it is a case of mistaken identity as the
disciples and other followers seem to be hoping to discover something very
different from the real Jesus. It is the criminal executed with Jesus who in his
dying desperation says, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” Clearly, the criminal has no other hope, still in this moment he
acknowledges Jesus’ true identity.

Modern followers of Jesus resemble those ancient followers in many ways.
Everyone has their own image of Jesus, the gifts we want Jesus to bring us, the
ways we want Jesus to fix those things in our lives that cause pain or suffering. In
our anxiety we want Jesus to be our magical savior. It can be frustrating when
we discover a very different Jesus. Instead of one who fixes everything in an
instant, Jesus is the one who walks with us through the darkest valleys. Jesus is
the one who calls us to lives of service—and again and again as we care for the
needs of others we discover the face of Jesus himself in the lost, the last, and the
least.

Our sin gets in the way, yet those who profess Jesus as Christ the King—the one
in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell—are forever seeking to be
clear in heart, mind, and soul about the true nature of his identity, and how we
can share that identity with others.



THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Jeremiah 23:1-6 Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 46 Psalm 122
Colossians 1:11-20 Romans 13:11-14

Luke 23:33-43 Matthew 24:36-44

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Brook Christianson, Kit, Dottie and Betsy Byars,
Dean & Kristin Colby, Duane & Janice Colby, Cory, Tracy, Cassidy, Faith and Cody
Cox, Kelly, Kamden and Kendall Dahle

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
23-Marci Prescott 25-Taryn Wempen 28-Courtney Bloomingdale
24-Kari Osheim 25-Calvin Nelson 29-Glenavonne Fjelstad
29-Nancy Knudtson

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 11/16/25: S 5,346 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 11/18/25: S 162,543 90

LAST YEAR: as of 11/18/24: S 174,963

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $ -12,420

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 10/30/25 is $72,335.81
The total received as of 11/9/25 is $172,632. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Hanging Of The Greens: We are looking for volunteers to help decorate the
sanctuary on Saturday, November 29" at 9:00am. Please join us!!!

Live Stream Sponsorship: **%2025 Date available -- Nov 30***

2026 Dates available: Jan 4, 18, 25, Feb 8, 15, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 3, 17,
June 14, 28, July 5, 12, 19, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 13, 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25,
Nov 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Dec 6, 27. Cost is $S40. Call 592-1771
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Poinsettias: Decorate Salem with Red Poinsettias for Christmas! If you would
like to sponsor a Red Poinsettia, please fill out an order form and return it to the
office, or place it in the offering plate by December 3rd. The cost is $18 per
poinsettia. Order forms are in the Narthex. Tributes will be listed in the bulletin
on December 21 & 24. If you would like to bring your own, just let Marci know,
so she can add it to the list of tributes. Thank you!

Christmas Program: December 14, Faith Formation kids will be presenting their
Christmas Program during worship at 9:00am. Afterwards, we will have a
Birthday Party for Jesus in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is welcome!!!

Christmas Caroling: Please join the Confirmation students on Wed. Dec. 17 for
Christmas Caroling in the community. Invite your friends! Everyone from the
community is welcome! The more the merrier—we have a lot of fun!!! We
provide lyrics, but we also sing the most popular songs. Meet in the Fellowship
Hall at 5:00pm, then carpool to the LM Care Center, Mills Harbour and other
locations in the community. (If you know of anyone that has had a rough year &
would be welcome to carolers, please let Marci know. 592-1771 (leave message)

Lake Mills Clothes For Kids: “Let’s Clothe Our Children” Donations will be
distributed throughout the Lake Mills Community School District ages birth to 18
years. Pick a Christmas Tag (with a child’s needs/sizes on it) from the electronic
sign-up or pick one from a Tree at Salem, Singelstads or Davids. Monetary
donations are accepted at FTSB and MBT banks. For electronic sign-up go to:
tinyurl.com/LMClothesForKids Purchase the items on the child’s tag, wrap in
one box, attach the original tag to the gift & deliver to one of the listed locations
by Friday Dec 12. Each child’s requests have been divided into two tags. One for
clothing and the other for shoes and socks. This is an effort to keep costs
affordable for the givers and be able to provide for the child’s needs.

Toys For Tots: We will be collecting new, unwrapped toys until December 7" for
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program. The collection box has
been set out across from the church office. Toys will be distributed as Christmas
gifts to needy children in the community in which the campaign is conducted.




AFTER WORSHIP EVERYONE IS INVITED TO STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY 11/23

9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

MONDAY 11/24

Fellowship Hall Carpet Cleaning—Do Not Enter
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN
TUESDAY 11/25

1:00pm--Celebration of Life for Myrna Langerud--Sanctuary
WEDNESDAY 11/26

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

5:45pm Worship & Music Board Meeting-Library
THURSDAY 11/27

Office Closed

SATURDAY 11/29

9:00am Hanging of the Greens-Narthex/Sanctuary
SUNDAY 11/30

9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways...

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by
the office. We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program)

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...Monday-Friday 11:00am-5:00pm
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open)

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you
to sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!
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